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lliiil tlif tii>t liiytTs (tf tliis ihiiliU'ii nml'l lianlly liavc Ipcfii laiil down
iiiiich liittr iliiiii tilt' iH'niniiinj; of om- own era. Tlial tliis |iarticiilar

iniddrn-pilt' was slowly torint'<| tliroiiu;li tiic ci'iitunos. and was not the

rapid aocuniidalions of a larni- liody of iicoplc, is more llian proliaiilc

from tin- liii'l that liiert' arc on its snrfacc, at sonic distance fnmi cadi

otiicr. fonr or live crowns or eminences— dnc as I have pcrsonalU' ascer-

tained, not to any local elevation of the snlisoil, Imt wholly to an increase

in the midcU'n-mass ilself—which, from what we know of the mode of'

more recent accumnlations of the kind, we may rcasonalilv infer were old

fannly centres. Kmm these feat nri's. as well jis tVom many other nanor
ones, sU(di as the scarcity of relics, in comparison with otln'r campinif-

^rounds where laru;o communilies are known to have once dwelt, it mav
fairly he coiichided that this midden was the refuse-heap of a few families

only; and when it is reinemhcred wiiat an enormous nuiss (d' stntV there

is in ii. wt' are honnd. on any reasonalile hypothesis, lu allow a very con-

sidorahlo time for its accumidatioii. .\nd from the fact liiat the midden
is found to overlie with a siiarp line ot' division the (dean, coarse gravel of

the Drift—which, as far as I have been ahlo to discover, shows little or

no t nice of vegetal lie matter, wdicreasthe soil in the immcdiati' vicinity of

tlie midden and all along this hank is rich, dark and loamy to a depth of

from a few inches to over a foot — it is pretty certain there was a set-

tlement on this hank hefore the a|ipearance of [lost -glacial vegetation in

that district. Then the midden-mass itself hears unmistakable testimony

to its extreme age, nearly everything taken from it. except the stones,

being in the last stage of decay
;
an instance of whitdi is the condition (d'

the shell remains, tieiierally speaking, the shells when taken out whole,

which haiipcns rareh', all crumble to pieces at the tomdi, even when tliey

bear no marks of tire on them. And that the clam shell, at any rate, is

exceedingly endurable is clear from the fact that trees of over half a mil-

lennium's growth arc re|ieatedly found along Hurrard Inlet growing over

refuse-lieaps and gripping with their roi)ts whole clam shells, as |)erfecl

and tirin as the day they were thrown out. 1 have shells in my pos.sc,s.

sion that cannot be less than five centuries oltl, from the position in which

they w»'re found, but yet it would pii/zle anyboily to [)ick them out from

a number of others of the same kind from whi(di the tish wen- taken only

a few years ago. There arc numerous other signs besides this I hat speak of

extreme age. It rarely happens that a skull is taken out whole; it generally

falls to i)ieces in handling. Then again, not a particle of wood has been

found in the midden so tar. unless it be the rotting rootlets of the trees

that penetrate the mass to a depth of several feet. Axe- and tomahawk-

heads, which were undoubtedly once fastened into wooden hatts or

Iiandles, are ipiite common ; but where they arc found there is never any

trace of their woodiMi hafts to be seen. These and sundry other uninis-

tukal)le evidences all seem to the writer to speak clearly of the auli(j[uity


