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idea of his line of progrcss ; wvhaie the other will have made the
country his own, by an acquaintanceship wvhich cannot be shaken
by accident or time. 1 would stro.igly rccommend. the latter course
to, iembers of this Institute.

Previous to commencing the study of any particular branci of
History, il is of anuch consequence that wc should obtain, sonie de-
grec of knowledge of general history. No National History can
be altogether independeait; and to have a ri-ht acquaintance wvith
any, ive should be informcd gcnerally rcspccting the state of tbo
ivorld, pnrticularly at the lime ivhen our history comimences, that
we rnay know how to appreciate the rank of any individual nation,
and its intercourse or transactions wvith other Countries. For this
purpose, we should read sonie compendium ofg-encrai history, and
make sucb notes wvhite reading, as wouid enable us to retain a dis-
tinct outlijueofits nhosî promiiieit feature.s. I would here reinark,
that the- Sùeiety for the Diffusion of useful knowv1edge," have pub-
lishei such a compendium, which costs but a iere trifle, and
wbicli iay -%veil answcr for prelimiinary study %vith mnost persons.
This work is ordcrcd for the Mechanic's Library, but those -ivish-
ing te reap the niany advantages gaincd by a course of historical
reading, should have a copy hy themt, to which they could casidy
Tefer; for wvhich purpose ils arranagcmienî int short Chapters, its
numerous hecadings, and numibered divisions, seem extrcnicly wdel
adapted. There are also Charts of History publishied, of niuchi
value to those %viio have soute knowlcdge of gcneral history; as
by a glaîxce their mceniory is refreslied, and they cati refer to thecir
Chart, as the reatier of Gorpydoes tii his Mlap, %vlieîî circuni-
stances in tlicir particular stuily iniake such rcferec c xccediîîgly
desi ralîle.

Wc wvill now suppose that a tuait hias ohtaincd this preliîiîiiauy
information, and iliat lie takes tip the History of En.-<mnd iii Order
te make hitnself well acqîîaintect %vitlî it-s higlîly intcrcsting details.

It would bc absurd to read surit a -work, as one would rcad a ro-
mnccor anovel. The riîcrs of the latter endcavour to excite die
fancy, by building interestin - and picturesque combhinations, of' per-
sons and actions- and scenery, ont a very sleiîdler fouîîdatioîî of assumîî-
ed fitcts. Tite Historiaim, oit the coflîrary, lias aul ignîcoese mias-, of
facts of real life under his peu, and hie endeavours to record thcmi
in a inost Unief and lucid inanner; having simple and severe Trutli
for his instructrcss, iustcad ofcnîliusiastic and crcdulous liiazina-
tion. In studyiîig the tvorks of the first, amiusemient, is the endi
sought; the facts are unimportant, and few, and the mcîinory sel-
dom tasks itself, however rich the fleîitig banquet. Tite histori-
cal reader opens his book fur information; lîk facts arc miultituditi-


