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sured - for about 26,000, Montreal Telegraph
Gos office instruments, Hickson & Blensdel,
drugs, loss about $400 ;" covered by insurance,
G. W. Papst; books and stationery stock, ‘loss
whout $1,000; covered by insurance.  Building
destroyed, loss abont 33,000 insured for. $2,-
000, x\’n/{:vlm:u, 20.—Residence of the Rev. Mr.
Stewart. destroyed. Loss about $1,000. Orunge-
nille, 30.~The storchouse belonging to Mr. J,
Lindsey, merchant, situnted at the 7. G. and
B. station, destroyed, together with between
20,000 and 30,040 bushels of grain, principally
wheat, Insured in the Hartford and Royal Tu-
surance Companies,  Bell-vill+.~Feb, . —The
dwelling of P, Tansey, desiroyed. Loss $3,600;
Insured in the Liverpool, London & Globe for
$2,000. St. Catharines, 1. —Residence of M.
Calvin Phelps, of Merritton, destroyed.  Loss
ahout 1,000, Underwood, Feb, 2. ~Dwelling
of John Shahz, jr., destroyed.  deton, 2.—
Dwelling of Jumes Dunn destroyed with con-
tents.  1oss about $600 ; partially insured,

QUEBEC,

Quebee, dun. 2l~—Dwelling of A. H. White
destroyed with contents,  Building insured for
$10,000 in the Imperial, farmitare for $4.000 in
the same company and for $5,700 in the Royal.

HEATING BY FRICTION.

A Boston man has invented a simple device,
which, i its present promises are - realized,
ought to work a revolution in methods of heat-
ing. It is nothing less than an invention to
use friction ag a practienl means of producing
heat. . At the time of the Ashuwbula horvor,
when so muny persons were burned to death
by the wrecked cars catching fire from the
stoves, Mr. Webster Wells, then Professor of
Mathematics at the Massachuseits lnstitute of
Technology, begun to consider the problem of
heating the eurs without fire. e has. now
solved it.  Nis invention consists of a strong
iron cylinder, at one end of which, inside, is
ufixed plute of hardened irou, agninst which,
firmly attnched to a revolving shaft, another
plate presses, either closely or lightly, as re-
quired, “The cylinder is filled with water, and
this, heated by the friction of the two plates,
circulates throngh pipes, warming the rvoom
through which they ran just as steam pipes do.
The water is kept in conslant eirculution in
these pipes, returning to the cylinder to be
heated over again.  The water in the eylinder,
whicl is hrought to a high degree of hent in o
remarkably short time, keeps the plites lubri-
cated, preventing their wenring away at a
eapid” rate. When worn away the cost of
renewing them is trifling, and the machine has
1w complicated work abonut it, so that it is easily
kept inrepair. 'T'he power required to run the
machine is so sVight that the waste, or surplus,
power of the engiues in use for running eleva-
tors and  other machinery in hundreds of
buildings throughout a city is enough for all
ordinnry purposes. The machine enn be utilized
inany place where power is used. PThe ordin-
ary sized machiue hns thirty-six square inches
of friction surface in its plates, snllicient, it is
suid, to heat 10,000 cubic feet. of space.  This
requires but half a horse power. A machine
with 225 square inchies of friction requires but
four horse power, and would hent n room
GOX200 feet, or coutaining 126,000 cubic feet.
In rnilronds ears the machine is operated by
power taken direct from the wheels, doing
away with all danger from fire in case of a
smash-up, When the ears are standing still the
machine -¢an be operated by power from the
locomotive, by a contrivance somewhat like
that which operates the Westinghouse brake.
tumillsitisealeulnted thal g greal snving can be
made, both in fuel and in the vates of insurance,
especinlly in those run by water-power, The
agent of 2 mill. where  water-power is used
estimates thatin twenty years, by the use of this

device, n saving of at least 2i85.000 in fuel.

alone could be effucied: Prof. Wells is now in
Earope, looking out for his patents there. The
machine has now been in operation in. Boston
for seven months, '

Finanelyl and Govmersial.

MONTREAL WHOLESALE MARKETS.
Toerspay, Feb. 3ed, 1881,

Thie Spring trade has been somewhat delayed
by the severely colil weather and snow block-
ades experienced during the week., There is,
nevertheless, a steady, tirm feeling pervading
our market for nearly all staple sand seasonabie
commodities, us circumstinees are regarded as
never more fiuvorable for an active and pros-
perous season.  Prices generally rule steady
and lirm; merchants make their caleulations
withont fear of material shrinkage -in values,
which they were not at liberty to do in
recent years. The flour and grain trule con-
tinues quiet and somewhat depressed; dry
goods orders from travellers are satisfactory
dairy pr duee inactive with prices steady; in
Jiardware and iron- the movement is siill small,
av unchanged quolations ; groceries moderntely
active, with wdecline of e per 1b, for refined
sugars, and o a - glight advance for * valencia
raisins,  Cliemicals, both here and in Bugland,
have been deeidedly more active, at consider-
ably ‘higher prices for Canstic, Bi-carb, and Sal
sodus; the demand foroils and lish has im-
proved;  Petroleum  firm aud  unchanged;
lenther stilh quiet with prices easier and show-
ing w declive of d¢ forsole ; green hides have
also declined 1¢ per 10,5 boots and shoes-in
continued active  request, at uncertain prices;
wool, wines-aud liquors, and seeds gniet and
nominally unchnnged.  The  demand - for
money  continues - quite Iimited,in propor-
tion to the supply, and the tone of the mar-
ket is ensy and unchanged.  The discount rates
for commereinl bills still range from 6 to 7 per
cenl,, and loans are oblainable " at 3 to 4 per
cent. on eall, and 4 to 6 per cent. on time, as to
collalerals, ete. - Sterling lixchange dull, at 8%
to 8§ prem. lor round amounts, and’ 83 do cash
over counter. New York funds firm at §to & prem.
The stock market has continued dull through-
‘out the weel, with values somewhat weaker;
this is to be partially attributed to ealling in
loans and the cxacting of extra warging,

which in someinstances are considered extreme.
However, the culls were allpromptly paid, and
the ununsually large margins responded (o,
while, at the same time, criticised.. These
same parties who made the calls were agnin
offering: money  freely this afternoon. Com-
pared with a week ago Montreal Bank is 24 per
cent lower, Ontario 1} per- cent., People's
2 per cent, and City Passenger 4 per cent.
lower, The marked decline in the last-named
stock is attributed to the fact that a stroug and
influentinl supporter of the Company has retived
from the City Council. Other secnritics remain
at about last weeld's rates, The market closes
firmer, without ¢hange in yesterday’s valuoes.
Sales on 'Chunge to-duy: Morning Board—
120 Montreal at 1744 ; 7 Toronto at 144 ; 18 do
at 1434 ; 50 Merchants at 117; 25 Montreal
'l‘cloign ph at 1254 ; 250 de at 1255 175 do at
12437 75 4
do at 53 Afternoon Board—115 Montreal at
17445 10 do at 17435 65 do at 1743 ; 85 Mol-
sons' at 107; 2 Torounto at 143 Merchants
at 11635 100 Commerce at 137; 75 Montreal
Telegraph at 1244 15 do at 124}; 100 do at
12445 230 do at’ 135: 60 du  125%; 220 do at
1265 25 Richelien at 56.; 30 City Gas at 132%;
50 Canada Uotton Co. at 127. o
Asurs.—Receipts of Pots have been fair, and
with unfavorablé news from Bugland the mar-

Jeet has been_wealk, and prices have deelined 10

do at 1244; 35 Richelien at 56; 75

$4.60 to $&.70, for light and: heavy Jtaves.
respectively, teridency being decidedly down.
There are no Seconds or Thirds  offering.
Pearls nomingl, no sales reported, and no ar-
rivals fur some time. Receipts sinee 1t January,
1,193 bareels Pots, 123 “barrels’ Pearls, De-
liveries, 520 barrels Pols, 28 barrels. Pearls.
Stock in store at six o'clock on Wednesday,
2nd February, 761 barrels Pots, 116 barrels
Pearls, .

Boors Axp Suors.—Trade continues good, so
far as orders are concerned ; manufacturers are
receiving all they can possibly fill, but prices:
as arule, ave poor and unremunerative. For
this, however, manufacturers are themselves
largely to blame, in allowing . competition- to
force down values helow cost.  The wants of
the country are such as to enable them to get
better rates, had they the courage to firmly de-
mand them. Houses turning out general assort-
ments report that staple goods are more en-
quired for than faney work, and our quotations
tor these are acknowledged to be quite low’
enongh and high enough; goods ean be bought
atalmost any price within the range giren,
according to quality.  Shipments are going
torward regularly, and to-morrow, 4th inst,, is
the great test-day for remitances.

Datry Piopuck.—The tocal Builer market is
firm but inactive; it would appear - that the
export trade is nearly over for the senson.
There is a fair loeal enquiry, and receipts for
the week have been larger than for some time,
but, while sales of shipping lots of fine goods
have been reporvied, the export demand has
been quite light this week, Holders, however,
of -choice qualities remain firm, and refuse con-
cessions;  stocks. of fine butter have been
reduced to & minimum, and some dealérs state
that the country is pretty well clenred, while
another asserts his readiness to [ill an order for
50,000 pkgs. at a snitable price. There have
probably been 40,000 . pkgs. shipped. from this .

‘port within the last five weeks, and with stocks

so reduced we are left somewhat independent of
foreign markets, and may have suflicient home
trade to consume our :supplies at - fair prices,
before the new crop -will commence o come
forward in suflicient quantities to interfere with
the sale of present stock. Real fancy tubs,
suitable for our  up-town grocery trade, are
searce, and for such outside prices con be renl-
ized. Tnmedium qualities the demand is -small,
but, in the absence of fine qualities, retailers:
have to satisfy themselves with the next best,
and during the Lenten senson dealers look
for a large sale in these qualities at about pre-
sent rates. Recent snles include,. 100 pkgs.
Brockvilleiat 22¢, 300 do fine Morrishurg at
23¢, 600 do do sold at Morrisburg to n New York
firm .at 24c, and 600 pkgs. fine Townships at
23¢.  Alsoalot of 100 pkgs. re-packed butter
at 18¢. Liverpool cable alvices are guite con-
flicting, onc quoting the market guiet, with
sales slow, and another on the same date
reporting a better feeling 3 with 80,000 pkgs. in
hand at -the close of -last year, however, it is
not likely that the Liverpool market is badly ia
need of stocks. Cheese rules quiet and steady,
at134c to lde for fine to fancy qualities, with
the demand confined to the loeal trade. There
are no shipping lots under offer here; one large -
dealer is said to be furwarding his stocks on
consignment to Liverpool, where : prices are
quoted at08s to T0s for finest.

Dry Goons.—The week's business bas been
satisfactory for the season. - Travellers are ren-
dering 'a good acconnt of themselves, amidst
mote than usual difficulties ; orders for all kinds

of Spring goods and Summer wear, including
silkks, cnlicoes, cottons, prints, shirtings, bunt-
ings, printed muslins, parasols, ete., ave coming
forward rather freely, in some instances riore
rapidly than can be filled from the:limited im-
portations received. In the course of another
fortnight or . three weeks stocks may be com-
plete in all _departments; -the' new styles of !
Spring goods are quite attractive, and likely 10 -
command ready sale,. in fact, better palterns of ‘




