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THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM OF
UPPER CANADA.
THE years 1853—1855 will long be worthy of note in the

S S R4 St

noble system of Free Public Libraries was put into successful
operation; the Grammar Schools were re-onganised, and
salutary regulations for their government, and for the govern-
ment of the Common Schools were adopted; a fund for the
support of Superannuated Common School Teachers created ;
and a special grant made by the Legislature to enable the De-
partment to supply the Public Schools with suitable maps,
charts, diagrams, and those other useful and appropriate ad-
juncts in the difficult and laborious process of education, which
the ingenuity and experience of educationists and teachers
have from time to time suggested.

In regard to the Public Libraries, it may be gratifying to
know thav at the close of 1855 about 150 libraries, containing
nearly 120,000 volumes of books had been despatched by the
Educational Department to the various counties of Upper
Canada. The number of volumes sent out during each month,
up to the end of 1855, and the subjects to which they referred
is given in the following statement :—

e
— ; == B S| 5] 8 | . :
il 8| 2| s |5E|.58 51 Bl S| 2 leadls
Number of V ; Sl w5 £ 182|858 3 e8| ¢ | 5 |583 Ex

it e doine e AR AETARRE A AR LR SR E L s
B2l 5 |52 2 | B8 § E|83 (35 (85| 5| & ';gg 23 ]
£ g Za| o |« a|l® B |« > | A |REA&T (| oF

L
November, 1853. 15 70| 200 B4 126 4f 961
e sl T R H S B0
o ™1 e oses| 738| 2,288 74| 7878
i 211l 9 183 22 o7 2161
o m| 4 88 110 13| 19
: R
58|l 5238
o sy o1y 70/l 9305
136 e ‘4 11“
b 5%, 12 710 a2l 9373
219 073 12 872 osf o787
8 ‘BEEFLEE
214 583 25 468 04| 4570
22 158 1 188 2ol Y667
10 (2 15| a3
: R
o 57 1 448 101} 5448
pe 51— m 30| 1708
o 288 18 m 1afl vost
16 207 182 Ll 1819
prt 253 391 ssll 3505
4 I 205 139) 19| 18
o 2 5 3 58 n 3| sm
20,%6| o.187| 1,635 S.038 2580 1,070‘ 1,32,;{ 9.;8{ 5,705{11,109‘ 710‘ s,4x7[12,391 1,918 {| 117208

fo To every Canadian (whether Colonisf or native born,) the
I‘igom.g statement will not only suggest matter for con-
gratulation and hopefulness, but it will also incite to still

fr:::e; a“?tiVitY in promoting the influence and advantages of
ree Public Libraries among the people.

The startling facts which the annual gaol returns of our
chief cities and towns disclose, furnish matter for the gravest
reflection. With all our exertions to sustain and extend the
enlightened system of Education which has been established by
the Legislature, there yet remains numbers of the population



