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THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRUARY SYSTEM OF
UPPER CANADA.

TH] years 1853-1855 will long be wortby of note in the
educational history of Upper Canada. In those years the
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noble system of Free Public Libraries was put into successful

operation; the Grammar Schools were re-onganised, and
salutary regulations for their government, and for the govern-

ment of the Common Schools were adopted; a fund for the
support of Superannuated Common School Teachers created;
and a special grant made by the Legislature to enable the De-
partment to supply the Public Schools with suitable maps,
charts, diagrams, and those other useful and appropriate ad-

juncts in the difficult and laborious process of education, which
the ingenuity and experience of educationiats and teachers
have from time to time suggested.

In regard to the Public Libraries, it may be gratifying to
know that at the close of 1855 about 150 libraries, containing
nearly 120,000 volumes of books had been despatched by the
Educational Department to the various counties of Upper
Canada. The number of volumes sent out during each month,
up to the end of 1855, and the subjects to which they referred
is given in the following statement:
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To every Canadian (whether Colonisf or native born,) the The startling facta wbich the annual gaol returns of our
foregoing statenent will not only suggest matter for con- chief cities and towns disclose, furnish matter for the gravest
gratulation and hopefulness, but it will also incite to still reflection. With all our exertions to sustain and extend the
greater activity in promoting the influence and advantages of enlightened system of Education which has ben established by
these Fre Publie Libraries among the people. the Legislature, there yet remains numbers of the population
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