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on the pies that he had no holy oil, he deferred the 
matter, promising on his next voyage to bring priests 
and all the accompaniments of religion.

During the month of December the people of Stadacona 
were attacked by a severe disease and some perished ; and 
though they were forbidden to approach the fort which 
had been erected on the shore opposite the vessels, yet 
the disease attacked those wintering in the fort. It was 
evidently some scorbutic disease, but was unknown to 
the French. Cartier engaged in devout religious ser
vices, hoping to drive away the plague. All but three 
men of the expedition were invalids. The winter proved 
severe and trying ; two feet of ice on the water, and four 
feet of snow on land, was a new experience.

Cartier was among the well. He saw that Doma- 
gaza, one of the guides, who had been under the plague, 
had suddenly recovered, and ascertained from him that 
extract of the spruce was a certain remedy for the disease. 
The result of the application of this remedy was remark
able. Cartier, speaking of its success, says : “ If all the 
physicians of Louvain and Montpellier had been there 
with all the drugs of Alexandria, they could not have 
done as much in a year as this wonderful tree did in eight 
hours ; ” and he thanks God for the marvellous cure. 
Canadians are well aware still of the curative power of 
the balsam of “ Epinette blanche.”

On the 3rd of May, 1636, the explorers erected a 
cross thirty-five feet high, and upon the shield fastened 
on it, inscribed in ancient letters, “ Franciscus primus, 
Dei Gratia Francorum, rex, regnat.” Having done this, 
Cartier, by a surprise, kidnapped Donnaconna, with the 
intention of taking him to France. During the night a 
great number of the Indians came opposite the ships 
crying, “Agonhanna! agonhanna!” wishing to speak to 
him. Cartier assured them he would be absent only 
twelve or thirteen months, that he would see the great 
king, and would return with a great present again.

Laden with gifts of fruits the explorers, on the 16th of 
May, left Ste. Croix, accompanied by many boat-loads


