
3°4 A LITTLE GIRL IN OLD QUEBEC

to this eulogy. He had proved nobler than his first 
passion of love. She had some Masses said for his 
soul, but it pleased her better to give thanks to God 
for his redemption.

“Now you belong to no one but me,” Destoumier 
said to her some weeks later, when she had recovered 
from her sorrow. “Yet I feel that it is selfish to take 
your sweet youth. I am no longer young. I shall 
always be a little lame, and never perhaps realize my 
dream of prosperity. But I love you. I loved you as 
a little girl, you have always, in some fashion, be­
longed to me.”

“I am glad to belong to you, to take your name. Do 
you remember that I have no other name but Rose? 
You are very good to shelter me thus. I think I could 
never have gone gladly to any one else. We are a 
part of old Quebec, we are still French,” and there 
was a little triumph in her tone.

It was true the English had taken possession after 
peace had been declared, and had not the right to hold 
the country. When France demanded the recession 
King Charles held off, and the Kirkes were unwilling 
to yield up the government, as they found great profit 
in the fur trade. But needing money sorely, and as 
the Queen’s dowry as a French princess had only been 
half paid, he made this a condition, and Richelieu 
accepted it.

So in 1632 Acadia, and all the important points in 
Canada, were ceded back to France.


