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ness for about 1} m. and is embanked by hij^h

rocky hills rising to about 200 feet; there the

mountains terminate, resting about the region

of L. Kenwangomi. The land on the banks then

becomes level and appears to improve being tim-

bered with spruce, fir, pine, u few elms and cedar.

Occasionally on the left, when the tire bus burnt

up the vege*'able mould, the soil is discovered to

be rocky and barren.—About 3} ni. below the

Portage dcs Uoches is the Portage de I'Jslcl, oi

Ministouki Caputagan, so culled from an islet in the

middle of the n. ; this islet is longer than the

portage which is about 700 yards and lies through

good land, u rich dark loam timl)ered with black

birch, spruce, pine and ush. The river is tiien

divided into two ciiunnels by a large island ; tlic

B, w. channel is broken Ly ruscitdcs and ru])ids, and

the N. K. is a long rapid, wiiich is frequently passed

down by canoes.—From the foe t of this portage

to tho Jkaa Portayv, or Milow Caputtigan, is two

miles ; the river averages a 'jout HO or UO yards

wide, its right bank iK-ing iiifrh and rocky, while

its left is good soil timbered with elm, usii, spruce,

birch and pine. On approaching the Beau Portage

which lies on the right bank the land is a light,

coarse, yellow loam possessing a tjreat proportion

of sand and is timbered with spi iice, white birch.

pine and some elm. IJeau Portage, about i2;"»(t

yards long, lies through tolerable land, chiefly

sandy loam timbered with white birch, red pine,

poplar and spruce and avoids the ca.scades alK)ut

20 feet in elevation.—7i miles hence is the I'urt-

aye dr I' Enfant, or W'ashkow Cii/i'ilugau ; tlie banks

of the K. exhibit in this distance much iuipmve-

ment in soil and timl)er, the i'oruier generally an

argillaceous loam and the latter spruce, elm, ash,

fir, pine, black and white birch and some cedar.

The river, which varies from 4 to chains in width,

is (Kcasionolly interspersed with well-tiiiilx.'red

islands, most of which are alluvial. Tiie general

course of the river between Beau Portage and the

Portage de I'Enfant is about n. n. w. ; iK'tween

these portages the latest explorer met a canoe con-

taining an Indian family ; their astonishment at

beholding a canoe of strangers was singularly ex-

pressed by a smile or rather a silent laugh, for

which peculiarity the Montagnais nation is di-

stinguished by the Indiai name Papinashuah,

which signifies laughers or sneerers. Four miles

from Portage de I'Enfant is Isle au Sc/iidc/ire,

which derives its name from having been the

burying-pluco of two persons who were drowned.

The Portage de I'Enfant, about 200 yards long,

is so called from an accident wltich occurred about

fiO years since to an Indian, who, in passing this

portage, left a young child in his canoe which

was carried off by the current and passed over a

very considerable fall witlumt upsetting, to the

great surprise of the father and of all who have

seen the place. The Falls of I'Enfant are between

40 and 50 ft. taking the cascades collectively. The

portage lies over tolerably good land, a yellow

loam timl)ered with spruce, ash, cedar, poplar,

elm and pine. Vtonx the lower landing it is hut

20^(:hiun» across the basin at the foot of tiie falls

to (5ie Portage dii C/iicii, on the li'^ht bank of the

river.—The Portage du Vh'ien also ahcut 2i)() yds.

in length, leads over very good groinid mid avoids

a ciMiade of about lo feet in hciglit ; it is tim-

bered with cedar, fir, birch, red spruce, white luil

red pine. The land down the k. preserves that

character of fitness for selllement which it more

or less exhibits from the Portage de I'lslet, and a

few streams discharge themselves on botii sides.

— 1
'. m. further down is the landing at the I'm I-

aye dv la Pouxsicre or Meia C'dpiilaijan, vulgarly

called Ka-Ka, at the head of a high fall which

at its edge is divided liy a small island. The

portage is nearly 200 yds. long and the falls alioiit

4o ft.—At the Portage (if (.'hicoiitimi, above the

falls, the river contracts to less than 25 yards while

opposite the portage it is about 120. This jwrt-

age is about a mile l)elow Ka-Ka. The land in that

distance is of an excellent description and the tim-

ber is elm, ash, pine, fir and some white birch. The

Portage of Chicoiiliini or !!^/ickiilihiii^/i ('(ij,iit(iyan,

2 m. in length on the left bank of the river, is

very level with the exception of a gullcy formed

by a small rivulet near its s. w. end.—Tiie Falls

of I'liicoulimi are about 10 or 50 ft., tumbling

through a contracted channel over the rocks that

interrupt its rapid course into the basin that Ibrms

part of the harbour of (.'hicoiitinii.—From an

eminence, which overlooks the baibour, the noble

stream of the 8agucnay is seen to flow in majestic

.silence towards its confluence with the St. Law-
rence. Although not possessing the bold features

of L. Kenwangomi, the great breadth of the river,

the striking scenery, the group of buildings in the

foreground and the small solitary ehapel on the

adjacent eminence, form a combination of most

interesting objects.—The banks of the Ciiicoutimi
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