
VI INTRODUCTION.

Perhaps a reference to these objects will explain

the order in which the subject is treated, which may
at first sight appear a little anomalous. I have com-

menced, where in strict analytical arrangement I

ought to have ended, by a brief sketch of the history

of modern colonies, chiefly in respect of the progress

of wealth and commerce; taking care to touch in this

rapid review on those phenomena which might appear

to aiford the most striking illustration of principles.

And I may here mention that throughout these

Lectures the term Colony is used in the ancient and

proper sense, and not in that which has passed from

official Into general usage, in which it comprehends

every species of foreign possession,—military stations,

such as Gibraltar and Malta; conquered districts,

possessed by native inhabitants with a very slight ad-

mixture ofthe conquerors, such as Ceylon ; mercantile

emporia, such as the factories of European powers on

the coast of Africa. By a Colony I understand a ter-

ritory of which the soil is entirely or principally

owned by settlers from the mother country.

The remainder falls naturally into two portions.

In the first of these, the economical effects of colo-

nization on the wealth and industry of the mother

country are treated of, as far as my narrow limits have

permitted. I have confined my observations on this

head to three particulars:— the effect of emigration

real or supposed, on the proportion between the

supply and demand of labour at home ; the effects of

the export of capital which accompanies emigration

on national wealth ; and the character of the commerce

which takes place between colonies and the mother

country, with especial .eference to the history and
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