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New Hampshire: •

Hon. S. D. Bbll.—There may be, and probably is, much differ*

ence in the instruaions given to juries by difierent judges, upon
the subject of insanity. It is a very difficult subject. Few of the

judges are, or feel themselves to be, experts. They do as their

predecessors have done, that is, endeavor to express themselves

as nearly as they can in the language of the highest authorities on
the subject.

Connecticut:

\y. Pitkin, Esq.—There has been little diversity in the in*

structions of our different judges upon the subject of Insanity.

New Jersey: ;

'

GoRTLANDT Parkbr, Eso.—Nor are our juries often astray on
the question of insanity. When homicide has been committed by
those smarting under iivjury to the domestic affections, for which
the ordinary remedies of law are insufficient, as where a relative

or a victim slays a seducer, they have, perhaps, gone wrong. But
research will prove that neither in Great Baitam or the United
States, was there ever a well contested case where such error

failed to occur. It deems to be common law in the sense of the

established rules for the action of the common people, that homi-

cide in such cases serves the guilty right.

In Instances other thai\ this exceptional class of cases, however,

Jersey juries are no friends of the plea of insanity. The law on
the subject is well bottled in New Jersey, and the instruction of

judges to juries are identical. Chief Justice Hornblowor's opin-

ion, in the case of Spencer, has been adopted by our highest tri>

bunals, and has been put in full uniformity. If a prisoner can

Krove clearly that through mental disease he did not know the

omicido ho comn)ittcd was wrong, he will be acquitted. If he
cannot, if his notion was revenge, and he knew that he did what
Qod and man forbid, no comparative feebleness of mind, or eooeU'

trie hallucination will save him.

The rule established in Now Jersey on the Mubjoot of challenges

to jurors is, and has been, of great practical luility and importance.

In New York and elsewhere. If a man has formed or expressed an
opinion as to the guilt or Innoccnoo of the prisoner, he is sot aside.

Consequently, men who desire not to be empanelled—a very largo

class In capital oases—have only to road, or hoar, and form au
opinltui. And the number and enterprise of new^papors practi-

cally excludes all Intelligent men, for who does not read and does

not make up his mind, so far as informed? In New Jersey the

old common law rule prevails. The juror Is to bo sworn to give

his verdict upon the ovidenoo. If ho has a malioious bias against

either side, so that In oonsetpience, If what he has heard, heIs not

likely to keep his oath, then, but only then, Is ho excluded. Suuh


