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4 LIFE AND COT^nESPONDF.VCE OF

possessed of miirli activity of mind and consider-

able talent, liis death was an irreparalde loss to his

children, who were of an age to require all the

care and counsels of a father; the eldest, John,

liavinir only completed his seventeenth vear.

They were left in independent, if not in affluent,

circumstances ; but the fond indulLTence of a

widowed mother, who could deny them no enjoy-

ment, tended, notwithstandinii: their loner minority,

to diminish their jintrimony.

Isaac IJroek, the eighth son, was born in the

parish of St. Peter-Port, Guernsey, on the 0th of

October, 1709, the year which gave birth to

IVapoleoii and Wellington. In his boyhood he

was, like his brothers, unusually tall, robust, and

precocious, and, with an appearance much beyond

his ao'c, remarkable chieflv for extn^me ""cntleness.

In his eleventh year he was sent to school at

Southampton, and his education was concluded by

his being placed for a twelvemonth under a French

Protestant clergyman at Rotterdam, for the pur-

.* pose of learning the French language. His eldest

^Z^ frtL/d
.'

/^ brother , John, a lieutenant in the 8th, the King's,

reginient, being promoted to a company by pur-

^^'^iC'^^ chase, Isaac succeeded, also by purchase, to the

^Jta. j(}-*''^^' ^ ensigncy which consequently became vacant in

. y_ ^ A that regiment, and to which he was appointed on
^Axe^^/i/^e^:

,
ji^^, o^f^f March, 178.'j, soon after he had com-

tdT^^J^Hfiif pleted his fifteenth year. He joined in England,

and was quartered there in different places for a
'

few years. Having entered the army at so early


