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per to remind you, that there is fuch a thing wpraliical Mikt-

tjm } when by our actions we deny, or difrvgard the autho-

rity of God, in whom we profefs to believe. Even thitwill

have very pernicious cfFeils on fociety i and the efFedls will

be more general and aggravated, as the religious principle is

weak, and this practical atheifm prevails. The imputationand

guiltofbeingChiiftians without Chri(lianity,{houldtherefore

becautiouHy avoided. We fhould really fear God, foas not to

offend him ; and be mindful of him in every part of our con-

duit. We ftiould confider ourfelves as ever in his prefeace \

and confcientiouHy endeavour to exprefs the native purity of

our holy faith in our daily converfation and adioos.

2. I would in the next place obferve, that there is a clufe

conneiSlion between that duty which we owe to God, and

the duty we owe to the King, and to others in authority un-

der him. So intimate is this connedtion, that they can

fcarcely be feparated. Whoever is fincerely religious to-

wards God, from principle and confcience, will alfo, from

principle and confciencc, be loyal to his earthly Sovereign,

obc'Sent to the laws, and faithful to the goveinment which

God hath placed over him.

It is our peculiar felicity that love, gratitude and cdeeni

unite with Religion in attaching us to the King ; and that

every conftderation of our own welfare, and that of our bre-*

thren, ferves to confirm our attachment to the txcellent Ci-

vil Conftitulion under which we live.

We fhould deem it a fingular mercy, that fo amiable a

Sovereign fills the throne in thefe turbulent times ; when

the bands of fociety arc torn afuiider in fo many places, and

the miferies of mankind are thereby multiplied : And that

his couniels are direiSled by men eminent for wifdom,

uprij;luncf8.


