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tain ftaiiJs about a league anJ a half to the Couth-Coulh-

eall ct the city of Tunis, anJ is niolHy barren and Jcfait,

except a kw (pots which produce barley ; but it lias pro-

per pi icts where the people place a valt number of bee-

hives.

This country is for the muft part healthy and fertile,

only in the fouth there are many landy and barren dclart.s,

and there the heat is excefllve ; hence, though the winds

which blow from the fea are very refrefliing, thoie wliieh

proceed from thefedcfarts are quite fufforating, efpecially

as they mollly blow in July and Auguil, and will con-

tinue five, fix, or more davs in the fame corner ; fo that

the inhabitants arc oblieed to water the fl(K)ring of their

houfcs to cool them. This wind is likewife apt to blow

afterthe winter folftice, and then, if there be any fnowon
the ground, which is feldom the cafe, it quickly thaws

and difappears. The fca-winds from the north and the

well -north -weft, bring dry weather in fummer, and rain

in winter ; but both the caftcrly and fouthcrly winds are

for the mod part dry, though in mod feafons they are

attended with thick clouds.

Iheir firif rains commonly fall in September, and
fi-mctimes not till Oiilober ; foon after which the Ara-
bians break the ground, fow their corn, and about three

weeks after plant their beans, lentils, and chick-peafe.

1/ they have any rain in April, as they ufually have, they
reckon their crop fccurc. Their tarveft commonly bc-

fiim in May, or in the beginning of June. Their plough-
ed lands ;:ic generally fo light, that a pair of oxen may
talily pK)U!;h ^n acre in a day ; and the quantity of feed,

whether ofwiic.it or barlcv, is about two bufhels and a

half to an acre, which one vcar with another yield about
tenfold, and in fomc diltricls much more. The Tuni-
feens are much more addicted to agriculture than their

neighbours the Algcrines, and are for making the moll
cf every inch of ground.

The ftorvthey tell of Mahomet, bey of Tunis, (hews
the high o])inion they hive of agriculture. This prince

having been dL'throncd by his fubjeiSts, applied to Ibrahim

Hojah, dey of Algiers, who engaged to rcftorc him to

his throne, on condition of his difcovering to him the

grand fecret of the philofophcr's-ftone, which he had the

tepuLition of being mailer of ; and, on his promifing to

fulfil this condition, he reftoreu to him the government

cf Tunis. Mahomet then fent to the dey, with great

pomp and ceremony, a multitude of plough-lhares and
mattocks ; intimating to the Algerine prince, that the

wealth of his country was to arifc from a diligent attend-

ance on the cultivation of the earth
i
and that the only

philofopher's !lonc he could acquaint him with, was the

art of converting a good crop into gold.

tight leagues to the weftward of Carvan arc the ruins

of Truzza, wiiere arc feveral vaulted chambers perpe-

tually filled with fulphureous fteams, much frequented by
the Arabs for the ufe of fwcating.

This kingdom and the reft of Barbary arc very fub-

jecl to earthquakes, which is eafily accounted for from

the great number of hot fprings and fulphureous caverns,

M-hich are a proof of there being an almoft incxhauftibie

ftore of nitre, fulphur, and other inflammable bodies in

the earth, fuScient to caufc thofe frequent and violent

conciifiion?. Thefe earthquakes commonly happen iifter

fome great rains, at the end of the fummer or in autumn,

and will extend thcmfelves a great way into the fea, where
they have been felt when the depth of water has exceeded

two hundred fathoms.

Among the natural curiofities of Tunis are feveral fait

lakes, and a mountain of fait named Jibbel H.-\ddefta,

which is hard and folid like a ftone, of a reddifh or pur-

ple colour, and bitter to the tafte ; but being vvafhcd down
the precipices by the rain and dews, becomes foft and white

as fnow, and lofes all its bitternefs. There are other moun-
tains whofc fait is of a bluifh colour, and, without under-

going fuch accidental purifications, are very palatable.

SECT. XXIII.

Of ihr principal Towns of the Kinfrdom of Tims ; pnrt'uiilarlj

Bi%iria, Tunis, Nubtl the Cohnia Ntapolis of Ptolemy,

Sifn, Caiiwan, or Can/tin, Alalia, »r Mehtiiia, Uih,
or'lubttbo, Biiyjuk, or Beja, Ferrtanah, (ic

WK fliall now defcribe the principal cities and towns
of this part of Uarbary. At the bottom of alarL'C

gulph is I'.izertJ, which is picafantly iituated on a canal,
between an cxteiifive lake and the fea, in thirty-leven JV.*5a.
degrees twenty minutes north latitude, two hundred and
forty miles to the weft of the city of Algiers, and thirty-
fcvcn miles to the north-weft of Tunis. This town,
which is about a mile round, is defended by feveral
caftlcs and batteries, the principal of which are towards
the fea, from which the lake is continually receiving a
brilk dream, or difcharging one into it ; the waters flow-
ing into the lake when the wind is northerly, and return-
ing back into the fea when it blows from the fouth. The
channel between the lake and the fea was the antient pore
of Hippo, which is ftill capable of receiving fmall veflcis,

but was once the fafcft and moft beautiful haven on thii

coaft ; and there are ftill fome traces of a large pier,

which extended a confiderable way into the fea, to break
the force of the north-eaft winds.

The gulph of Bizerta, the Sinus Hipponenfis of the
antients, is a beautiful fandy inlet, near four leagues in
diameter. As the ground is low, the eye penetrates thro'

delightful groves ot olive trees far into the country, and
the profpedt is bounded by a high rocky (hore. Were
proper encouragement to be given to trade and induftry,

Uizerta might be rendered a town of great wealth, it a-
bounding with all kind of corn, pulfe, filb, fruit, oil,

cotton, and many other produdtions.

On the fide of a fpacious navigable bafon, fo.'med by
the Mejerdah, lies Porto Farino, which was once a con-
fiderable city, but is now greatly decayed. Itischi-fly

remarkable for its beautiful cothon, where the Tunifeens
keep their navy.

Tunis, the Tunes of the antients, and the capital of , ,

the kingdom, is fituated in latitude thirty-fix degrees -jfi'lfT.
twenty-fix minutes, and in ten degrees fifteen minutes /o i^\

eaft longitude from London, on the weftcrn bank of the
channel of Goletta, in the form of an oblong fquare, a-
bout a mile in length ; but the whole town, with the
fuburbs included, does not exceed three miles in com-
pafs, though fome authors have, without any founda*
tion, given it a much larger circuit. It is not fo popu-
lous as Algiers, nor are the houfes fo handfome and fpa-

cious. The lakes and marfhes with which it is furround-
ed might probably render its fituation lefs healthy, was
not the moifture of the air corredled by the great quan-
tity of madic, myrtle, rofemary, and other aromatic plants,

with which their ovens and bagnios are daily heated, and
that frequently communicate a fragrance to the air. The
want of fweet water is one of the greatcft difadvantages

under which the inhabitants labour ; for the brack ifhnefs
of their well-water, and the fcarcity of their cifterns,

oblige them to fetch a great part of what they drink front

fome places about a mile diftant; but, except this incon-
venience, no place enjoys a greater plenty of all the ne-
celfaries of life : for, befides fliips continually bringing

new fupplies of provifions, their gardens abound with va-
riety of fruit-trees, as palms, citrons, dates, lemons, and
olives ; which laft grow in fuch abundance about a league

diftant round the city,thatthey fupply not only the inha-
bitants but ftrangers with oil, and even with charcoal,

that being the only wood they have to make it with.

They have their wheat chiefly from Urbs, Bugia, and
other neighbouring places ; and tliis they grind with a
hand-mill ; and having fifted it through a fine fieve, make
of it fine cakes, and a flat kind of vermicelli ; but this is

only in ufe among the wealthy, the poor being forced to

feed upon barley-meal, which they make into a kind
of dumplings, and eat in oil or butter mixed with vine-

gar or lemon juice; but thofe who arc very poor only
ftir it in water, and eat it raw, without any other pre-
paration. However, they have plenty of honey, and
fruits of all forts pretty cheap.

Their principal ftreets are large and crofted by narrow
lanes at proper didances, and the houfes are chiefly built

with ftone ; but are meaner than thofe of Algiersj they

being but one ftory high, and flat at the top. There arc

but


