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The Senate met at 3 pin., the Speaker in
the' Cliair.

Praycrs andI routine procecding1ý.

,11IPPINCý BILL

FIRST READING

Right Hon. Mr. ýMEICIIHEN' introduced
Bilil E, an Act respecting Shipping.

H1e said: The 1-buse will remember very
weII that last session we had before us two
bis respecting shipping-, one affecting ship-
ping in inland waters, and the other shipping
beyond those limita. Both were before the
Commnittee on Banking and Commerce-or
was it the Committee on Railways, Tele-
graphis and H3,rbours?-and received long con-
sideration.

Right Hon. Mr. GRAHAM: I think it
was the Committce on Banking and Com-
merce.

Right Hon. Mr. MEICGHEN: Perhaps it
wàs. The commibtees are pretty much the
saine except for the Chairmen. As I say, the
bis received long consideration, and ranch
evidenice was heard. The larger Bill was
finally withdrawn, and the one respecting
inland waters shipping was passed, and is
now law. although it bas net been called
into effeet.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN: It is flot law.

Right Hon. Mr. MEIOHEN: It is sus-
pended law.

As I arn now introducing the second Bill
in modified form, it behooves me to explain
brielly the modifications. The reason the
main mea.sure xvas withdrawn hast session was
that, while in pursuance of the procedure
outlined in the Statute of Westminster it
became the part of Canada to repeal as
respeots Canadian shipping the laws of the
United Kingdom which. theretofore had
applied to Canada, and te enaet a shipping
haw of our own, it was necessary before we
could depend upon the efficacy of our own
law in ail parts of the world te, impose cer-
tain duties upon officiais beyond the juons-
diction of the Parliament of Canada. Those
duties, however, could be imposed only by
the respective governments of tbe United
Kingdom and of the Dominions, and there
hiad not been on their part any undertaking
that such laws would be passed, nor any

R;ght i-on. Mr. MEIGHEN.

îînd r-tarnding a~s te their forru, sufficient to
c n ibl us te depend upon the protection
usSential in the application of our law. Con-
sequently it was recommended, on the advie
of ceunisel for the Committee, that \wC sbould
net eut ourselves adrift from the protection
of the British Acts until we were quite
certain that we could depend upen legisln-
tien by the other Dominions, lest we should
find oiîrselves in a cul-de-sac, without the
protection of any efficacieus law.

The prese-nt Bill is very much along the
hune of the previeus one, but in-stead of pre-
suming te ca.st duties upon parties beyond
the pale of the legislation of Canada, as the
other one unfortunately did, it is made per-
missive in that regard; and then there is a
suspensory clause which keeps us under the
existing British Acts until it is possible for
this new Act to become effective as a result
of steps on the part of other Dominions te
impose duties which we cannet impose. The
intention ds that the new Act, if passed by
Parliament, shall be called inte effect when
we feel that enough has been doue te give
real legishative sanction te the eperation of
maritime law, as applied te our own shipping,
in sufficient parts of the world.

It will ho some little time before the Bill
is prdnted, as it is of extraordinary leugth
and contains considerable interlineations. I
have introduced it to-day se that the print-
ing may be begun and the Bill read the2
second time as soon as possible and then
referred te the Committee.

Right Hon. Mr. GRAHAM: May I inquire
whether there is any connectien between the
re-introduction of this Bill and the peat-
pouement of the proclamation bringing the
Inýlaud Waters Act inte operation?

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN_1: Net that I
know of. I do net think there is the slightest
connectien. If the right honourable gentle-
man asks me why the Inlaud Waters Act
bias net been brought into operation, I shiaîl
hiave te request a delay before making a
reply.

Hon. Mr. -CASCRAIN: Perhaps I might
auswer the righit honourable gentleman.
Some gentleman from the West slipped in
at ýthe end an amendment providing that
it should ceme into force only by procla-
mation.

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGIIEN'': Oh, I do net
tbink se. I think that that provision was in
there from the beginning, -and aise in the
previeus Act.

The Bill was read the first time.


