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Who being- corne, with their Speaker,

The Honourable Charles Marcil said:

May it please Your Excellency:
The. Hause of Commons has elected me their

speaker, .tiougii I arn but Ettle abl. ta fulfil
the iÏmportant duties thus afssigned ta me.

If, in the performance of those duties, I
ehould at any time fall inte error, I pray
tha't the fault may be imputed ta me, and net
ta the. Commons, whose servant I amn, and
who, through me, the better ta enable theru
ta dicharge their duity ta their King and
cauntry, humby eliam ail their undoubted
rights and privileges, especiaUy thiat they
may have freedom of speech in their debates,
access ta Your Excellency's persan at al
seasanable timnes, and that theïr praceedings
may receive framn Your Excellency the. most
favaurable consideration.

The Honourable the Speaker of the Sen-
ate* then said:

Mr. Speaker,-I arn aoimanded by.His Ex-
eellency the. Governor General ta declare ta
you that lie fudly confides in the. duty and at-
tachment cf the, House cf Commans ta Hi18

MjtY's pea anu government; and nt
dobtiRg that their prc.ings will b. con-

dud wit .som, tainer and prudence,
h. grants, and upon a.1 ocsions will reaog-
nize eand allow their constituticual privileges.
I amn commanded alse ta assure ycu, that the
Commons shall have ready accs to.His Ex-
cellency upan e&H seasonable occasions, and
that; their proceedings, as well as yaur wcrds
andi actions, wiil constantly receive f rom hum
the most favourable construction.

His Excellency the Governor General was

then pleased ta open the session by a graci-
eus speech ta bath Houes:

Honourable Gentlemen of thse Senate

Gentlemen of the Hou8e of (Jommcns

In welcoming you t, -the performance cf
your du4iies at the. first session of a new par-
Blernent, I desir. toa cknowledge wiith devout
thankiulness the. abundant harvest, with
which Divine Providence bas again iilegged
US.

Tiie Quebec Tercentenary festiviti.s in July,
wiio were honoured by thse graeiaus pre-
senc. cf His Royal Highness Tii. Prince cf
Wales, -as repregenting His Majesty, marked
an epoch in the. history of the. Dp>mdnion.
Tii. genercus tsupport given to the National
celebration. by the Federal pardanient and
provincial legi-la.tures, and by the peeples cf
Canada, cf the other Dominions and of thse
Unsited Kingdem, emphasized the community
cf isympathy whioh hinds thse varions parts
of tihe British Empire to eaci other, and to
the Throne and perscn cf Hî i, ajesty thse
King. Thse presence of represeistatives f roin
the United King'dom, Australia, New Zea-
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land, Souths Africa and Newfoundind, and
£rom the. grat and f reindly Repuhlios cf
France -and the. United States, with the. 6hips
cf war cf -the three nations, s'erved net only
to add lustre to the occasion, but to previde
an assurance cf inoreasing amity and pe-ace.

I have mueh pleasure in amnuncang that
a treaty r.lating ta the. Great Lakes and otiier
International Waterways bas been agreed
upen between Ilis Majesty and the. govera-
ment cf the. United States cf America and

is now awaiting ratification. BetIs ceuntries
are ta b. congratulated en having e.rrived
at an amicabie ettiement whieii 1 trust will
remave during the. life-time cf the, treaty
many vexed questions frein the. field of con-
troversy. Tii. treaty a.nd papers relating

tiiereto wil b. laid before you in due ours.
A little moe tiian a year ago, the. whole

civiiized werld entered ito a periosi cf comn-
mercial and financial depressien, which. inay

not y.t have completeiy ePent its force; signs
tiiere are, iiowever, that it is gradually pa.ss-
ing away. Wilst it is hardly disputable
tiiet owing ta -the abundance and elesticiltY
cf bar resources Canada lias suffered les
than etiier nations, this depression has ser-

iously alieoted aur trade, proàurcing and eip-
preciabie elirinkage in the. public revenue,

and ce.liing for exceptional caution in the. ad-
mninistration cf aur national affairs.

Tii. rapid settlement cf the *new provinces
calîs for new lines cf tra.nsportatien. Tii.
construction cf the. Transcontinental Railway

has been vigorously pressed forwad during
the. lest year. Tii. Une we.s open for the, car-

rying cf the. crops frein Wi.nnipeg to the. Bat-

tle river, a distance cf 675 miles.
Exploratory suirveys for a railway f rom

the. western wheat fi"Id te Hudson bey are

being pusiied energeticailY. Four parties bave

been et work since August 'lest. Upen theii

report it wiRs b. possible ta reach a deaisian

as ta bath the. xoute ta b. followed and the.
appreximate cest. The provision cf the Dom-

iein Lands Act of last session for the. sale

cf pre-emptions and purchased iiomesteads bias
created a new saurc. cf revenue that w.ill b.

sufficient ta beair the, est of the. railway te,

H',udson bay without burdoning tiie ordinary

revenue. From September 1, wiien the. Act
came inte force, uýntil January 1, eales cf
pre-eraptians and purchased homesteads have
amcun-ted to over two mnilion acres, ail sub-

jeot te iiemestead settlement conditions.
Tii. total volume cf immigration bas mot

reaciied thse high figure cf previeus years,
but thse number cf those seekring homes on
cur unoccupied lands hais been f uily maintain-
ed during the. last season, and, owing -to the


