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Frivate Members' Business

We have access ta anather market is one of the things
which has added some stability ta aur market. It is also
dloser than providmng a shipment ta the Montreal
market as we have donc in the past. Some of the trade
is moving on a north-south basis rather than bcmng
farccd cast or west as it was for the last 100 ycars lias
scrvcd the industry wcIl on bath sides of the border.
Wc can pcrhaps sec that happening in other commodi-
tics.

Wc hope ta sec access cxtcnded thraugh the North
American frce trade agreement to include Mexico,
which is a markct that is growmng quickly. Farlier this
year a thausand Canadian firms attended a trade show in
Mexico. These were flot large conglomerates and huge
corparatians. They werc small firins from 10 ta 100
employees. T'here was mnterest shown there. Same con-
tracts wcre signed that could clcvclap through this
initiative. Further, ather cauntries of the southern hemi-
spherc have shown an intcrest in trading with Canada.

Wc do have things like malt barlcy gaing inta Calam-
bia. Wc have trade in encrgy resources. Wc have firms in
western Canada at the present time that were dcvclap-
ing markets in same of thase cauntries there. There is an
interest an behaif of ather cauntries in apening up trade.

Last Navember we annaunced a trade apportunity
stratcgy that helped the agrifood sectar irnprave its
marketing succcss abroad. T'hc stratcgy will sec Canada
cstablish pasitions in aur embassies in key growth mar-
kcts. These people in these positions will pramote aur
agrifaod praduets and help link Up sellers in this country
with buycrs.

As part af that strategy we have established an
agrifaod export cauncil chaired by Ted Bilyea, vice
president and generai manager of international tradc for
Maple Leaf Faods Inc. Canada. This cauncil will heip
dcvelap palicies that will hclp us improve aur agrifaad
export performance. At the same time we are warking
with industry ta help the sectar become more competi-
tive even in the face of international pressures aver
which they have na contrai.

We recently passed amendments ta the Farm Credit
Corporation Act which. gave the FCC more flexibility ta
help farmers wha want ta diversify their aperations with
aff-fann-but reiatcd-apportunities. A number af
farmers have expressed avcr the years an interest in
being able ta finance some of the farrn-rciated busi-

nesses that they have devcioped. Wc have scen that
taking place across western Canada.

We passed Bill C-54 which is the national check-off
legisiatian that is aiiowing innovators like the Canadian
Cattlemen's Association the flexibility ta respond ta
market and research opportunitics as thcy sce fit. Last
year thc federal gavcrmcent iaunchcd a rcvicw of the
regulations within Agriculture Canada. This involved the
Grains and Oilsccd Brandi, inciuding the Canadian
Wheat Board, the Canadian Grain Commission and the
Food Production and Inspection Brandi. Industry repre-
sentatives havc played a central raie in this process. 1
think the objective of this review is ta reduce unneccs-
saiy policies and regulatians which irnpede competitive-
ness without campromising in any way the safety of
Canada's food supply.
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Probabiy another area that we shouid look at is the
interprovincial trade barriers, nat just with agriculture
but within a lot of other areas. There are 500 impedi-
ments ta trade between provinces across this nation.
Obviousiy agriculture gets cauglit up in some of the
prablems that we face in trying ta deal within aur own
country.

We have made progress in a number of arcas. For
example we are holding discussions with the provinces
an settmng up pilot prajeets ta eliminate duplicate inspec-
tions between the two levels of government.

We have tabled changes in thc Canada Grains Act this
spring including plans ta climinate maximum tariffs at
grain clevators.

I guess we are simply posing thc question: Are there
other ways of doing things that in the end heip the
farmers' bottom lie. I think it is oniy right, I think it is
anly fair that regardless of where we came from or which
sîde of tic Hou se we are on that we must look at any way
that we can which lias some viability for improving the
situation of those people who make their living produc-
ing an agricultural product.

We are posing the question regarding western grain
transportation. It is an issue that has been sensitive. It
has been caming up for generatians. Most of us have
heard bath sides of tiat issue. I have listened ta that ever
since I was vety yaung. We have not resoived it yet. I
think it is going ta have ta be focused on regardless of
what happens in the international marketpiace. It is
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