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private home building, wvich is %vhat is hap-
pening now. As a resuit, wve are running into
a great shotage of nails, soul pipe, plumbing
and other requisites. M-e have no shortage
of labour for a construction prograrn' Some-
one as said that yau need first-class carpen-
ters, at $1.25 an bour, ta build a house. 1 do
not think yeu do. Certainly the men wba are
being employed on goverilment housing are
flot all first-class carpenters. A great many
apprentices are being used, as I know from
ictual experience. 1 arn nt criticizing that,
because 1 believe you can and sbould use
rnany apprentices in this type of work, always
provided that yau have proper supervision by
competent builders. A very large number of
people in this countrY are oow unemployed
and they could be put ta work in the con-
struction business. Sa there is o comparison
betwecn Canada and Great Britain. We have
the materials. ail t'he wood materials, at least,
andi neariv aIl the metal materials required.
The stelp which the mninister, annouinced yes-
terday af the suspension of the production of
barbed wvire for two monthis ta encourage the
ppoduction of nails will hielp ta relieve the nail
5artage tan. Se wve have ai the requisites
for a building program which wxould be satis-
factory ta Canada.

A word about subsidizing. 1 know that sub-
sidization is not a permanent cure, but I sug-
gest it as an ernergency pragrama ta meet an
emergency condition. 'Ihere is n trernendous
shortage of bouses, and subsidies wauld help
to offset tbe tremendous increase in building
costs. It is safe ta say that building costs
have increased froma fifty ta 100 per cent. The
cost of labour and of materials of ail kinds
bas also increased. I do nlot tbink tbere will
be mucb increase in home building, especially
by private individuals, uintil same method of
assistance, subsidies aor otberwise, is devised
wbereby construction costs will be offset.
Unless a person is rigbt up against it, be would
be alrnost foolisb ta build under present-tirne
casts. Yet wbere is bie to ]ive, particularly if
bie bas a farnily, if bie does not go ahead
and build bis own bouse? 1 do flot believe
you can build the ordinary five-room or six-
room bouse under preseot conditions for less
than about $8,000; I arn speaking of the
private individual who lias ta buy bis lumber
and other materials in sinall quantities.

Mr. MacNICOL: No working man can
afford that.

Mr. JOHNSTON: No working man bas
sufficient capital ta do it.

Mr. HOWE: My hon, friend says that no
anc can build bouses today. Is bie aware that

[Mr. Jobn.-ton.]

mare hou:ses are being built ht this particular
moment in Canada tban ever were built before
at anc tirne in the bistory of Canada?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I arn quite aware of that
fact, but the minister must acknowledge that
everyone wha is building a bouse will go ino
debt and will be in debt for that bouse for
the next twenty-five or tbirty years. The
minister wvill not, say it is sound policy for
people ta be forced ta go into debt for the
next twenty-flve or thirty years.

Mr. HOWE: My bon. friend was saying
that no ane cauld build a bouse today.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Ha cannot, on bis ou n
reýsaurces, and if lie gets n bouse thraugb sae
goveroiment plan be bas ta pay for that
a,sistance.

Mr. WARREN: Is the bion, gentleman inter-
ested in knowing that I know a man wbo buiît
himself a bouse, and a good bouse, for $475.

An lion. MEMBER: It must bave been just
before an election.

Mr. WARREN: Na. There are wnys of
doing things, if yau bave initiative. If the
hion. mamber wants ta know mare about it,
I will tell birn.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I abaîll flot comment on
niiy bion. friend's rernarks becausc I know frein
experienl.e that ià is impossible ta build a
house in a city for $400.

Mr. WARREN: I amrn ot talking, about the
city. If my bon. friend wants the story I
will give it ta bim.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The ordinary camman
plumbing in a five or six tbousand dollar
boeuse in the city coats $450.

Mr. WARREN: I still bave my story if
yau want it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: In reply ta tbe rninister's
rernark that more bouses ara being built today
than ever before, I do nat tbink ha will deny
that those wba are buying tbese bouses ara
gaing ino dabt. The Minister of Finance
(Mr. Abbott) told us in bis budget speech
last year-and tbere bas been no change in
conditions since-that over haîf the married
people in Canada are living on an incarne of
less than $1,500 a year, and the people ta
whomn we are trying ta make bouses available
under this plan are in that incarne class.

Mr. WARREN: May I add that the man
but this bouse in bis overtirne while bie was
working eight heurs a day.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I did not get the ques-
tion. WVas it a question?


