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from the war itself, which bias ever faced this
country. By the end et this year there will
be close to tbree-quarters of a million men
in the flghting services. The number engaged
in munitions tactories and other war industries
is probably close te three-quarters et a million.
Se we shall have anywhere from one and a
quarter te one and a baîf million men tbrown
on the labour market tollowing the "cesse
fire". That is goiiig te create a problem wbich
will tax ail the capacities ot this country, and
we cannot afford te blunder aleng and wait
until it is upon us.

There are a great many things te be donc.
Devolopment et the St. Lawrence waterway
has already beon mentioned. This country from
one end te the ether is crying eut for the
building et bouses; in practically every city
there is a housing shortage. In this province
of Ontario, according te a statement made
the other day by tbe Minister et Munitions
and Supply (Mr. Howe), there is a power
shortage-this, in a country wbicb bas more
potentiai hydro-olectric power than any other
nation in the wvorld. That oughit net te be.
Plans shoulci bc laid for a tremendous electri-
fication programme with the coming of peace.

Schemos shîould be workod eut wîthout
delay te provido, I would say, three things:

First, te accept complete responsibility for
these mon from the time they are discharged.

Secocnd, te ac'cept responsibility for training
those wheo want te be traincd.

Third, te get these mon placcd as quickly as
possible eithor in private industry or in anme
governent projocts.

Persoeally I bolieve it will be necessary,
follow~ing the w'ar, te institute a great pro-
gramme of public wverks te absorb the
employment slack until industry can be
reorganized te take care of it. I trust that
the geverement will net content itselt witb
the odd little bits et legisiation such as the
bill now before us, but that it will give the
bouse the entire seheme whichi it bias in mind;
that it wvill takýe some stops te set up a
cemmittee et this bouse before whicb varieus
bodies in this country such as the Canadian
Legion, representatives ef labour, agriculture
and industry oaa attend-a cnmmittee that
will advance tlieir plans and lay their schemes
against the time when tho problems of
rehabilitation and reestablishiment will be
evon more gigantic than they are te-day.

Mr. G. S. WHITE (Hastings-Peterborough):
Mr. Speaker, I wisb te make oaly a very
few and genoral remarks on this bill.

As tar as tbe principle et the bill is con-
corned, I am sure that aIl bon. members,
irrospoctive et party, and wbether or net tbey
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are returned soldiers, will approve ivhat we
are trying te do for the soldiers 110w in the
armed forces, because I know that every bhon.
gentleman is only tee anxious te behp in their
reestablisbment and rebabilitation.

I concur in many et the remarks made by
the bon. member tor Weyburn (Mr. Douglas)
as te beth the advaatages and, the disadvant-
ages ot the proposed legislatien. The one
thing wbich I did net quite agree witýh, or
did net quite understand, was wbat be said
about being atraid et the lawyers-perhaps
becaiise be is a parsen, or tor some other
uaoxplainod reasen.

The bill as presented is vory broad in its
application, but, as bas already beon pointed
eut, it will cever onhy a limited number et
the mon new sorving in the armod terces.
Large numbers et tbem bave already been
discbarged, and because ef the timo limit in
the bill tbcy wihl be excluded. It aIse tails te
provide, tor those wbe bave enlisted just
atter leaving scheel or college, or who bave
left tarmns an(1 havo been empheyed in varieus
industries whicbi have been closed because et
the war. Othcer cateories are net providod
for, including those whio had ne employment
wlhea thoy enlistcd.

A teature et the bill which strikes me as
niest imiportant, is tbe varieus exemptions
iwýhichi it allows. Whihe it is not clear whiat
îprocedure is te be tollowed, ne doubt it will
be by way et hearings before a magistrate or a
judge, whiei ]caves these particular sections
open te many and differont intorpretations.
As was pointod eut by the hion. mnember for
Weyburn, the provisions are se broad that
unhess they are greatly restrictcd, either in the
bibi itselt or under the rogubations, many mon
who are oaly tee anxious te do their bit will
be deprivod et the very benefits which the
minister and the bouse are anxious te conter
upon them.

Tbe subjeot et rebabilitation bias been raised
in connection with that et reestablishment. I
believe ail bion. members will agree that the
tw'o must go hand in band. While some stops
may have been taken in the matter et rebabibi-
tation, they taîl far short et wbat we should
do. At the prosont time a soldier reçoives,
upon diseharge, in addition te a smali clotb-
ing ahlowance, one month's pay and allowances.
It ho is unýmarried it amounts te about tbirty-
nine or torty dollars. Surely the very least
that any soldier is entitled te in tbis con-
nectien is six months' pay. Hon. members
can easily recail cases in the present war ef
soldiers who, upen return from overseas, bave
been discharged and received a smaîl
rehabilitation grant and bave been unable
witbin tbe one-montb period te reestablisb
themselves. Many et those boys bave bad, te


