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other Canadians were out of work. That is
simply an illustration of what bias been going
on ail along. I would not be doing my duty
by the class of people who send me to this
house if I did flot protest against aoy more
immigrants being- induced to corne here while
any of our own people are unemployed.

Just one other aspect of the case. I read
the othcr day the annual report issued by the
public school board of my own city of Winni-
peg. 0f the 6,938 pupils between the ages of
14 and 18 who left school, 4,449 are employed.
Therc are still, hoxvever, 760 boys and 1,587
girls over 14 ycars of age wvho bave left school
and hiave nut fouod emiployment. Now, that
is a scrious state of affairs for anly one city.
And what is true of Winnipeg is equally true
of a large number of towns and cities in the west.
Our own girls and boys do flot know which
way to turn for work. Any of us who have
childrcn in our families know how difficult it
is to find wark for them. I have scores of
mvy own constituents corne to me imploring
clli in this direction. Thcy say: "Tell us how

wc cao place our girls and boys; what is there
for themn to dIo?" And yet tbcse girls and boys
walking the sti-cets of Winnipeg and other
cities flot knowing what to do meet at the
trains tbaîisands of people who are brought
in bcre, and who in too many cases are given
the preferrnce by employers of labour.

Had I tirne 1 should like to have presented
tu this hiuse a sceis of statistics prepared for
me by a professor of economirs that go to show
that aftcr all we have needed immigrants only
in the pioncer stage when there wvere flot
large numbers of young people growing up in
aur own homes, but that to-day we have
reached the stage w'here young families are
rapidly caming to the working age, and in the
vears to corne we will have increasing numbers
of thcse young people, especially in the west,
thrown on the labour market. So we will flot
have thc saine need of immigrants, and cannat
absorb tbemn as wve have been doiog in the past.
I would impress upon the government the
urgent neccssity of refusing- to permit more
immigrants to camne into this country until
aur uncmiploycd people are reabsorbed into
indîîstrv. I would also suggcst that before very
long this departnment be transfcrrcd in the
way I have indicatcd.

Mr. SPENCER: What is the reason for
the big inriorase of S7d5,000 in the outside
service?

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): Io this case
it is flot immigration work but preventivP
wnrk. Wre have eleven new employees in
the eastern district located at the entrances
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from the United States. At the new bridge
in Windsor, where there is very heavy trafflo
requiring a large staff, we have twenty-two
people employed. As new ports are apened
for entry to and exit from Canada they have
ta be maoned by immigration officiaIs whose
duty it is ta examine the people paasing ta
and fro. I tbink that accounts very largely
for the increased staff which is required.

Mr. LUCAS: Do I understand the goverfi-
ment contemplates making a change in its
immigration policy? Will the minister state
briefly what the plan is, and also when the
present agreement witb the railways expires?

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): Some years
aga, acting in the capacity of minister, I
tbought we sbould have more care exercised ta
ascertain wbere we could place people. I
agree entirely witb the remarks of the hon.
member for Winnipeg North Centre. In the
year 1923 1 visited the variaus provinces af
Canada ta discuss witb tbem the advisability
of the provinces taking the responsibility for
colonization. At that time we were admin-
istering the western resaurces, the Peace River
block and the belt in British Columbia. I
was told that the matter of immigration was
a responsibility of the federal governiment and
that therefore tbe provinces could flot agree
ta assume any rcsponsibility in that connec-
tian. Upon that occasion I was flot success-
fuI in interesting the provinces, but we have
00W reached the stage in aur history when
the faderaI government will have fia contraI
of crawn lands. The provinces are taking
tbem aver, and for that reason I have again
entered ino correspondence with the pro-
vincial legislatures with a view ta having
them take over the colonization of their own
provinces. The provinces are almost unarn-
mous that thev should accept this respoosi-
bility. I have sent the deputy minister ta
visit aIl the provincial gaverfimeots for the
purpase of discussing this matter with them.
We had decided ta hold a conference when
hoe returos in June, but with the election be-
fore us we find that sucb a course would be
impossible. There is fia doubt the election
would interfere, and it would be utterly im-
possible ta hold a conference during an edec-
tion contest, particularly when two of the
provinces are engaged in provincial contests.
With those facts in mmnd we have decided ta
cail a conference in tbe manth of August ta
settle the details. Briefly, my hope is that
the provinces themselves will stipulate what
oumbers of people they cao absarb; I hope
they will give us the details of the numbers
they may require and from what countries
they want them. We will endeavour ta super-


