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Mr. BLACK (Yukon): What qualifications
bas Mr. Mackenzie, formerly gold commis-
sioner of Yukon, for the position of chief of
the Arctic expedition? Is be an explorer, a
naturaiist, a geologist, a surveyor or a navi-
gator? Has be bad any experience in Arctic
work?

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): 0f course,
we bave no men who are thorougbly experi-
enced in Arctic work, but Mr. Mackenzie bas
had very large experience of northern con-
ditions, and no one knows that 'botter, perbaps,
than my bon. friend. Of course, it was ad-
ministrative work as gold commissioner in
the Yuk.on. We look upon himn as a man of
pretty sound .iudgment. What we need is
an authentic report of the conditions under
wbicb the Eskimos are living in order that
We mnay apply the hest remedy to the startLing
troubles that we hear about now and tben as
happening among the Eskimos. I concluded
that Mr. Mackenzie was prohably one -of our
best equipped officiais to bring back a report
tbat would bo of value for this purpose.

Mr. BLACK (Yukon): Have the Arctic
expeditions in the past brought ýback any
information?

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): The Arctic
expedition goes up the east, coast as far as
Ellesmere island. Last year tbey left Mr.
Soper, a yuung man wlîu was temiporarily in
tbe omploy of tbe department to winter at
Baffin's. Mr. Burwasb bas been up, in that
territory. We are trying to get an intimate
knowledge of the situation in the nortb, par-
ticularly wbere the wbalers winter. Captain
Bernier is an expemienced nnrtbern navig-ator,
but be is a sailor. Mr. Craig, wbo went up
for two years, is one of the officiais of the
dcpartmont with no northern experience at
ail. Mr. Henderson went up there last year.
But we tbink it important to put a man in
charge in order that we may not bear of
wbole trihes bieing wiç,ed out by epidemies.
It seems that we shouid exorcise tbe same
bumane supervision over the Eskimo that we
have been exercising over the Indian.

Mr. CAMPBELL: Wili any medicai men
accompany this expedition?

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): Yes, Dr.
Livingston wili go with the ship, but we will
bave a resident medical man at Cumberland
guif.

Mr. WARD: Is it the policy of the gov-
ernment to continue the legal, social and
moral supervision over the Eskimos that bas
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been carried on in the past? Is it considered
wise to intcrfere with their traditional customs
and habits, or is this flot a lot of money spent
to very littie advantage?

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil) : It is quite
likely that if it were possible to allow the
natives to live in their own traditional way
they would be just about as well off, although
possibly the missionaries would flot agree
with that view; they would hoId that the
Eskimos ought, to be given religions teaching.
But you cannot keep out the white man;
be will corne in contact with these people,
and we imust take precautions to avoid sucli
harrowing occurrences as have taken place
among themn from time to time in the past.

Mr. WARD: Is it the expei-ience of the
goverlment that it is of any particular avail
to attenipt to exercise legal juriadliction over
these people?

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): It is a
little difficuit, to answer that. The reports of
the missionaries are that it is, and that is
the report also of the mounted police-that
the natives do realize that they must no
longer kill when they take a notion to do
so, and tbat there is a chance of punishment
foliowing if tbey do. 0f course that is flot
generally known among them. My hon. friend
might be surprised to knlow that traders going
into the Aklavik region flnd the Eskiýmo
with bigh powered motors, the girls able
to dance the modern dances, gramophones
being used by the people, and so on. Perhaps
they are ton bighly civilized. A ýmissionary
was telling me that he had tbrown away an
ordinary alarmn dock because he could flot
make it, go, and upon returning to bis camp
after an absence of tbree or four weeks he
was surprised to flnd it banging in an Eskimo's
camp, running and keeping gond time. More-
over, he says tbat he prefers to, get an Eskimo
when it comes to employing a man to take
charge of a motor boat.

Mr. WARD: Wbat is the cost of carrying
on this work among the Eskimos?

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): It would
be difficuit to say exactly, but it would not
be very much. It will cost us more in the
future. While the officiaIs can ooly go in
there during the daylight season, they do
other work as well wbile tbey are there.

Mr. WARD: I have beard severe criticismn
with regard to the execution of a couple of
Eskimos about a year ago, on the ground
that it was questionable, whether the results
were such as to .iustify the large cost.


