
976 COMMONS

to the company. But in relation to the other
properties whjch beiong to the Canadian
National Railway Company, I tbink the
time has corne when a line sbould ha drawn
to differentiate the authority of the board
ând the authority of parliament in that re-
spect. I arn free to say it is a phase of the
whole problemn which has nlot yet been
solved. In fact, no phase of it bas been
solved in the last two years and thirec
months.

Mr. GRAHIAM: There were many pbiases
eft t o be soived by us.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: There are two or three
Jeft, but the great mass of the railway prob-
lem of Canada, in my judgment, is soived so
far as policy goes. There is no question that
it should not be within the power of the Cana-
dian National Raiiway directorate to dispose
of large capital assets of that company witb-
out even the autbority of the government,
te say notiing of tbe autbority of parliarnent.
1 aun aware, as is tbe minister, that it has
heen djonc. involving, very large amnounts. 1

(Io0no know wh'at authority of the goveru-
muent avas given. but 1 know <lit the
authority of parliament avas flot sought. If
titis be continued we miglit wake iip soe
morning to find that we biad no national
railways at ail. It seems to me thiat the gov-
ernment owes it to the House to examine
carefuily the legisiation in that regard and
to make a recommend-ation to narliainent t,-
<o policy. I do not miake these remiarks xvith
any special reference to tbis bine; 1 make
tbem witb respect, to tbe general poliey of the
tountry.vs greatûst a~t

Mr. GRAHAM: This question of the dis-
position of propertv avas up last year, 1 think,
in the foi m of a question or return, and ait
tbat t ime 1 had a good iuanY particuilars be-
fore mie. But I wholiv agree witb the leader
of the' oppi>Itionl (Mr. Mr'iglien) <baý-t as
sharebolders wr' sbotuld not, dispose' of our

rocrvwirbout at lcast the Covernor il,
Cotineil giving is, consent, uîmler sonie
amendament to the sttt ihrtîat or
tbe autbority of parliansent heing obtained.
A,, ns rigbit bion. friend sa 'v:, thte probir'ns i-s
of ,,uch great magnituîde that it is possible
uve igbth fnd some of our property disposed
of wh bieb as a governinent or as parliamient
we would nlot tbink of selling,. I bave made
a note of tbat and avili bave it iook-ed into,
a1nd if neeessary, brin', dlown Iegi,,iarion thi.
year <o cover tbat point.

Mr. PREVOST (Translation): It t, as-
tonishing, Mr., Chairmnan, tbat tbhe brancb
line. whieb is ruientioned in tbis re,,olution,

[Mr. Meighen.]

bas flot been built before <bis. I confess
tbat, I have not a fuil knowledge of ail tise
details regarding tbe a ariolîs lines mentioned
in the twenty-six resolutions that tbe Min-
ister of Railways lias suhmitted to, this buse.
It is only rigbt to await the eyplanations of
tbe minister and tbe information wbich will
be supplir'd by tbe members of this House
wbo are farniliar witb tbe advantages, utilitY
andl even the necessitv of tbese varinus hranch
bInes.

You wili allow mie, Mr. Cbairman, to make
a fr'w temarks on tbe line just referred to
and upon whicb I can speak witb some
knowbcdge, as it is situated within tbe region
in wbicbi I reside. Tise present resolution
statvs: "t at it is expedient to bring in
a measure to provide for the construc-
tion of a brandi uine of the Canadian
National Railway between Grande Fresnière
and Rinfret Juniction, in the province of
Quebec." Tbe estimated cost would be $357,-
000.

Thirty miles to tise north of Montreal, tbat
i, from St. Jerome-in tise county of Terre-
bonne at Arundel, in tbe rounty of Argon-
teuil-a state railway-tse Canadian National
s.erves a veryv ricb region of mounitains, val-

i'sand plateau7s, a region. <o say tbe least,
i1eligbitfui botb as reg-ards its picturesqur'

aispet and its natiiral resource,,. A large and
i:tborioli,, populationî of settl, r,, farilsers and
tradinit, people inhabit tisat district andI
niunseroît,, totiris(ý, wbo,,e nuîssber is ex er in-
crealiing, me et in tItis region. Unfortuniateiy,
between Montreal, tbe nsetropolis of Canada,
and tbose 1)eat<tifill parts, tîsere is, in tbe
g1overîsment railway system, a solution of
continuity. No direct communication exists hy
tbr' government railways, between tbis region
and Montreal. Novertbeiess, the Canadian
Natinsal Raiiway between Montreal and
Ottawa, passes at a distance of only twelve
miles to tbe south of its nortbern route, and
it is the building of tbose twelve miles that
oe r'sk tItis House to authorize.

J ,sall not take advantage of tise occaîsion
to ,liseuss tise state ownersbip of railways,
to consider wlsetîser tbe prineiple is good or
b:ul, wterr its application is beneficiaI or
not. I shall neitber take advantag-e of tbe
occasion to try and e,,tablishi that it is re-
,,ponsible for tIse financial conditions of our
railways, whicb bas so heavily hurdened our
national budget. I iccept tbe situation as
it exists. Tbe government of Canada is the
oxvner of railwayq of wbieb some lines
are continuousby slsowing deficits, doilcits
tîsat must ho met by means of taxes levied
on the people. Otiser line, are assets or may


