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bave sateguarded, the interests et tbe people
et Canada in a matter ot snch vital im-
portance te them. Se I say tbat the gevern-
ment need flot be snrpri8ed. as we on this
side et the Ilense are certainly net snrprised,
that the legisiation passed last session was
te a certain extent abortive, and that they
were ebliged te consider tnrtber modifications
whicb the Grand Trunk Railw-ay Companyi
insisted npon betere tbey wenld proceed
witb their part efthle nndertakting. Wý lien
tbe propositien et tise Grand Trunkt Hal
way Cempany te ebtain access te the w-est
wias annennieed public]>', I thinis on the
25tb November, 1902, mnembers et tbe gev-
crament epelce lai ourably xesped-fluig it.
We on this side et tbe lieuse are cbarged,
ns if it were an offence. a cfr-êyThfat we
taveured giving permission te theý g-reat
Grand Trunk. eerponitionr-tn-tes-Maitoba
anti the Territorses. XWe certaînly w ere gia
te notice tbat this great uompany w'hielî bas
its ramifications tbronghent the eider provin-
ces et Ontario and Quebec and wbich lias an
immense mileage in the wvell settied po-
tiens et tbese provimecs. shouid endeas onr
te gain access te Maniteba and tbe North-
west Territories, bot lUe conditions unsder
w b-icli that access conid lie gained wenld
et necessily bave te 1w settied later on
t'y parliainent. But if it w'ere an ottence.
a crime, something tvroug on ou part te
advocate that the Grand Trunk R-ailway
(Company sbouid be given permissien te
go ite -Manitoba ai the Nortbwest 'Teu-
ities. sic sinned ini eniapami> wvifi *lthe
lion, gentlemen opposite. 1)ecanse -when this
scbeme wias first prepoîndef b?' the ant>-
orities et tbe Grand Trunl Railway Com-
pany- ini Canada. whemi Mula>-s ami Ihese
associatefi witb i hil the management
et tbe Gransd Trîînk lIailwav lin Ibis con-
tr- made public their intention. net one
w-ord et disapprevai was beard trom li'
gentlemen opposite, anti ever>- minister et
tbe Crew'n w-ho gave an expression et epin-
ion on tIhe sebieme et tbe Grand Trnnk
Railw'ay Company- spoke tavenrab>-, speke
bopeftîil>-. spoke encenraging>- respecting
it. The *Globe' made an announcement on
tbe 2Mbh -Nn1YVéEUirYtW -so lat the
intenlijois of' tise Gran Trnk Railway
w-ere. li tb< sai e 10>1er interviews aqppeared-
given te the uepuesent;îtive et that journal
in tbis cdvt b>- memibers et tihe government.
Tbe ben.- A. G. Blair, w' .Eas-thLen Min-
NIser etlof wnsan aas deciared tbat-

Thse extension efthse Grand Trnnk Railway
ssonid be a good thiag for the country.

Net tor an>- pautienlar part et the country,
net tor an>y- -partieu 1ar- -prov ince. but te",
tbe country- general>-. Tbe Minister et
Customs (Mr. PaterSonfi - was aise inter-
viewed on tbat occasion. aind be said that:

The >roposed extension w ould bc adi antage-
cils te ilUe country.
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The Secretar>- et State, wbo is ais import-
ant memnber et the gevernment, is aise On
record. lie said:
J There w-onid ce iota oi trafflo tor boîli rail-

f.aYs.. Tihe extension wcnld bo buiit under ad-
~atgceus circumastances. the money eould ho

.orroweda 4crco'a.dW new rcad could

Pxbably ho bilt for $25,000 per mile,
kwhen this scbeme was first prepndedl.

wlsen the asînouncement -was made et ti"
intent(ien <efthIe Grand Trnnk Raiiway
Company-, there w'as ne opposition, as tar
as can be gieaned trem an examination et
111e press tavonrabie te tise bon, gentlemen
op'posite, on the part et the governmeîît
ta tbis proposition. The 'Globe' wbicb
is the ieading ergan efth11e Liberai part>-
in Canada, and wbicb w-as then edited by
a gentleman w-be lad tle advantage, the dis-
tinsction )of close. personat, and political
emmuîWication and friendship w-itb the
right bion. Prime Minister, made ais im-
poertanît aîinounceiiient upoîs the subleet. It
stated tbat:( jTUe s~snis et a huntdrel- millios o> dollars

nte ,oIsL.'uton ef tise Grand Trnsk Raiiway
4Irassc>}iit seitai systens mc-amss amuis for ail

'The 4Globe' ecstimaled tbat the more mod-
est schliîne outlined hi' ibe Grand Triî
direciers et tiiat time mean an expenditure,
o> ai least 100 millionî dollars, in this ceouni
trs-. 'Ple pailer said:

Tihe spscnding cf a liînodrs'dl millions cf dollars
in tUe construction efthse Grand Tranît Rails ay
transscontinenstal sy-stei oseans mucli for a]l
Canada .. .. . . .Wc sUonld, Uowever, deprecata
the spending et sncb a vast snrn.. eue we
net absolutely comsvinced tUai tUe capital in-
vcsted in tise Grand Trnnk Railw as continental
system as Mur. Hays bas ontlimsed ii, iili pay
isandeomne returns ex cn octore tUe rond is biill.

1- er e ire bave tUe proot eut oft île
nsontls et bon. gentlemen opposite, as
-weii as tuom the editoriai columans et tbo
ieading ougan efthie Liberal part>-, that
as tar as an>- ex pressions et opiniion
were given at 'tbat lime in conîmectioni
witl tbe originsal treject, tbose ex-
psressieoss were entirel>- favourable aîîd in
syns-path-ls> w-itb the pîropositionî that Mu.
linys Iien presented te tUe public.
It is interesting te trace the severai steps
w-bicb bave been taken lin cennectien with
tUis project trom the time Mr. liays made
lis;, first anneuncensent as te the intentions
o' the compan>- up te tbe present msoment.

SThe original proposition wbicb. according
te the authorities I have piaced before the
liense. was intended andi destined te do
se mucli fer aIl pmauts et tbe Demdnien
et Canada, w-as retnsed incorporation at
tbe bands et lion. gentlemen opposite. TUe
Grandi Truîîk ivas uetused permission te
extend ilýî svstem tuom n> w-est-
waud le Manite )a an tIse Neullswesi Te: ,-


