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Mr. COCKBURN.  Yes, and that is wore than

some peoplehave. However, that wasallthere wasat |
Well, he then decided to be very -
liberal with this money that had come as a windfall .
into his possession, and he drew out a cheque for:

that time.

F39.90 in payiment of early vegetables and choice
fruits which had been sent to him by Mr. Rou-
milhae, green grocer in Quebee. This was the next
day after he had deposited the cheque, and the

very same day  the inevitable Ernest Pacaud
He left |

appeared on the scene and claimed S100.
rejoicing with the S100in his pocket, all of it paid,
in i manner, by those poor men down by the sea.
Then, like an honest man, Mr. Mercier proceeded
to do what a good many people are not ready to do,
that is. to_pay his rent, which was overdue, and he
rave his cheque for 395 for one month's rent.
if‘lo\m\'vr. Mr. Mercier seems to have been a man
who

fate of these men, and probably with tears in his
not to let the hank handle the money, or the com-
pany to handle the money. in case anything should

be improperly spent.
emotions, and he felt the necessity of taking a

passage to New York, ax became the Premier of
the Provinee of Quebee. 1t must be said for him,

forget entirely his sad friends down by the sad sea

waves 1 so e handed Chrysostome  Langelier a;

cheque for SIT.500 ont of the S28.500. They
prolably  thonght they might manage to pay
debts amounting to S28.50 out of  K17.500.

These men hadd an astounding belief in their tinan-

cial power, because we know that Premier Mercier, :

with a moderate income managed to live like a
prince,and there was no reason why Pacauwd might
not be able by some wonderful stroke of tinanciering
to pay debts even greater than 328,564 withS17 .50,
At all events, that 'was. all Mr. Mercier gave him.
He has no sooner handed, bis cheque and told that

gentleman to go ilovin and relieve the sufferings of

the heart-broken’ people than Mr. Pacaud again
came inand claimed his little share, and he received

250, So much forithe 26th and 27th day of the
month. Now we.come to the 28th. 1 find the

account of Jean Barbean, swho had been doing some
little vepairs to some of the palaces belonging to
Mr. Mercier.  He was -awarded 170 as part pay-
ment of his account : 'while Mr. Chas. Langelier,

[COMMONS]

needed a little délwissiment - he had been
brooding for a long time over the troubles and hard |
- previously.
eves he told his friends how careful he had been
; Will not speak just now.
Pthe commissioner. received a paltry S200 ;- but he
He was worn out by his*

. the finest brand and in cigars of the best guality to
sustain the feelings of his friends, is not for me to
say--1 was not there : but I am not surprised that
it required an expenditure of 3269.25 to solace Mr.
: Mercier and his friemds in their afilicted condition.
. We know that sometimes, even amonyg tie best of
men, a little drop of > cratur ™ or o glass of spark-
- ling champagne has a peculiavly exhilarating eftect
and makes one forget in the meantime the troubles
surrounding them.  The day afterwards Mr. Mer-
ccier paid a bill to Mr. Pacawd--Mr. Mercier had
“got ahead of himat this thoe— Ilmt Mr. Pacaud got
1 00 out of him that day, and on the sume day E.
: Morency & Fréves, picture frame makers, were paid
813,30 for framing w print of perhaps pretty little
 Mrs. NSo-and-so-—-we will not give the name --but at
all events that sum was paid for the picture frame.
“The Merchants Bank received S190.40, and Mr.
Mercier sent to New York a draft for S500 to cover
up his little expenses, in addition to S2.000 drawn
Then comesa sum of money, S1L2AK0,
for payment of a pair of horses, perhaps, of which |
Mr. W1 €. Langelier,

was i great financier, and it is for us to determine

) s what little pereentage he might have made on the
little trip to New York.,  So he paid Mr. R. M.
Ntocking. out of this money. S73.40 for a first-class

817,500, when gratitude urged these poor starving
men to aceept partial payment infall discharge of all
their claims. 1t must be said for Mr. Mercier that

] there are some good points aboat him, for 1 tind
however, that he was not a man who wits going to;

he gave his wife at one time S125. Mr. Pacand
again comes up next day and claims S0 more,
Then another one of the family or perhaps the sane

“wember of the illustrious rifle brigade received
- SIS, the whole acconnt being wound up with the

Cpayment of F77470, and 1,000, leaving Mr. Mer-
cier with a balance still somewhat in excess of the
P X828 with which he started when he first seized
i money belonging to the Ontarvio Bank and con-
eluded to devote it to these personal purposes. 1
think, i view of these circumstances, in view of
what { have staterd, in view of the fuct that this
House is intimately connected  with this railway,
s that it released moneyx on the understanding that
i thexe people were to be paid out of them, that Mr.
! Langelier gave the Bank of Ontario veceipis and
cassurances that all these claims had been paid,
fthat S54.000 was paid to the Ontario Bauk by the
i Dominion Government, it is our duty to enquire
i amd ascertain if in very truth these workmen have
freceived the wages which they are said to have
received. I can only conclude by saying that a
more miserable series of petty larcenies, @ more
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who had so skilfully "siggested the little arrange-
ment of having @ comniissioner in the shape of his
brother to pay these accounts, received $300.  The
20th day of the month is a little dark, inasmuch

wretched prostitution of oflice, a more disgraceful
i betrayal of a sacred trust, a more infamous robhery
I perpetrated under the guise of heartfelt sympathy
i for the poor and oppressed oues, has never yet been

as the cheques are carefully made payable to bearer
one is given for SLOVO, unother for 530, another
for §26, and then, as Mr. Mercier was probably
in New  York, he found it necessary to
have a little more money, and so” he drew
a couple of thousand for himself. As there is noth-
ing mean about him, he handed to his brother on
5th December a chegue for S600 out of this money,
and then he generously pays an account that has
been deferred for some little time of §736. He
meets an obligation in the bank of 1,000 : then he
gives to Mr. %erry for furniture 22, and there is
a bill for the Garrison Club of Quebec of $£269,25.
How much of that sum was spent in champagne of
Mr. CockBURN.

i recorded in the annals of any civilized country, and
1. . - .
i it becomes hon. members of this House to see that

signal punishment is meted out to those who have
brought such foul disgrace upon our beloved coun-
try, and that these poor labourersand pvor workmen
who have been so. infamously defraunded of their
hard-earned wages should not he left to the
tender mercies of hypocritical political adventurers.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. T understand from
the explanation which the hon. geutleman has
given iu support of this motion, that the question,
as he brings it before the House, has two aspects.
One is in relation to the Ontario Bank : and the




