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On the basis of precedents to which I have alluded and
on the basis, also, of citations and of the Standing Order,
the ruling of the Chair has always been that such matters
cannot be resolved in the House under the heading of
privilege.

It is well established practice that committee proceed-
ings cannot be brought into consideration or debate in
the House except by way of a report from the committee.
If a point of order or a question of privilege should arise
in a committee, it should be settled there rather than by
way of an appeal to the House. Honourable Members are
also referred to citation 295 (1) of Beauchesne’s fourth
edition which reads in part as follows: “On July 24,
1956, an appeal was taken to the House from the Standing
Committee on Banking and Commerce, and the Speaker
ruled that the chairman’s ruling should be settled in the
committee and not reported to the House.”

This ruling led to the enactment of Standing Order
65(11) which reads as follows, as all honourable Members
know: “The chairman of a standing or special committee
shall maintain order in the committees; deciding all ques-
tions of order subject to an appeal to the committee; but
disorder in a committee can only be censured by the
House, on receiving a report thereof.”

Essentially, the honourable Member for St. John’s East
by way of question of privilege would propose that the
conduct of another Member ought to be the subject of
an investigation by the Standing Committee on Privileges
and Elections. It is a long established practice that the
conduct of another Member cannot be subjected to the
scrutiny of the House by way of a question of privilege.
On this point I refer honourable Members to the well
known and often quoted ruling of Mr. Speaker Michener
reported at page 584 of the Journals of June 19, 1959.

Also, I have always had serious doubts of the advisa-
bility of having proceedings of a committee investigated
by another committee of the House.

For all these reasons the Chair must rule that there is
not a prima facie case of privilege, so that the motion
proposed by the honourable Member cannot be submitted
to the House at this time.

Bill C-176, An Act to amend the Criminal Code, the
Crown Liability Act and the Official Secrets Act, as re-
ported (with amendments) from the Standing Committee
on Justice and Legal Affairs, was again considered at
the report stage.

And the House having reverted to the deferred di-
vision on the motion of Mr. Leggatt, seconded by Mr.
Orlikow,—That Bill C-176, An Act to amend the Crim-
inal Code, the Crown Liability Act and the Official
Secrets Act, be amended in Clause 2 by deleting the
words “or an agent specially designated in writing for
the purposes of section 178.12 by the Solicitor General
of Canada or the Attorney General, as the case may be”
in lines 43 to 46 at page 5 and line 1 at page 6.

And the question being put on the said motion, it
was negatived on the following division:
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