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The Department of External Affeirs announced in Ottewe today
that Emile Vaillencourt, Canczdicn Minister to Yugoslovie, will hecd
¢ Ccnedicn Delegation to the Diplomctic Coufer.rcc fur the Couapletion
of Now Internrtionsl Conventions for the Protecticn of Vietims of War.
The Conference, which has been convoked by the Government of Switzerlond
end which will lost cpproximotely six weeks, will onen in Geneva on
April 21,

Convocation of the formzl Diplomatic Conference is & con-
sequence of negotiations betwaen reprcsentatives of 49 Governments
end 51 Neotionel Red Cross Societies who met ot the 17th Internctionzl
Red Cross Conference in Stockholm last August to discuss revislions
of the 1929 Geneve. Conventions relotive to the treztment of priscners
of vrr znd of the 1907 Hogue Conventicus relative to maritime werfare,
The need to revisc thesc conventions beccome apparent during the lest
wer when many of their provisions, particulerly those decling with
the trectment of prisoners of war, were found to be eithcr cmbiguous
or difficult to cpply unifornmly.

Perhops the most importont tesk of the Geneva Conference
will be to obtain, through international treaty, effcctive protecticn
for certcin categories of civilicns in belligerent ond cccupled
territories. The ncturc of modern worfere, inevitably involving large
sections of the civilion population, hos mede clear the need for o
separcte convention defining the treotment to be zccorded to non-
combntants who perform essenticl civilien services (e.g. the main-
tenan;e of public utilities and of heelth services in crecs of con-
flict).

In addition to Mr, Veillencourt, the Cunzdion Delegation
w11l be composed as follovs:

M. H. Wershof, Cowrsollor, Officc of the Cenadion High
Comrissicner, London, as Alternste Hend;

Col, J. N. B. Crouford, Directorcte Generzl of Mecdiccl Ser-
vices, Departzent of Nationel Defence, Ottziz, ond

Mej. W, B. Armstrong, Adjutent General's Bronch, Departnent
of Nctionzl Defence, Ottawa, as Full Deleguates; '

Capt. J. V. Kerr, Suwervisor of Neutical Services, Department
of Tronsport, Ottowe, ond

Dr. E. A. Watkiason, Industrizl Hezlth Division, Department
of Noticnal Heclth cnd Welfesre, Ottawiz, ns Adviscrs.
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