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The Department of External Affairs announced in Ottc..rc. today
that Emile Vaillancourt, Canadian à7inister to Yugoslc .vir, will head
a Canadian Delegation to the Diplomatic C,xlfer_r_ec f~r the Coi .ipletion
of Now Internr.tior.rl Conventions for the Frotection of Victims of V7:.x .
The Conference, s&ich has been convoked by the Govern .-nent of S:vitzerl,nd
and which will last approxirac-tely six -weeks, .-,ill e_ocn in Geneva on
April 21.

Convocation of the formal Diplomatic Conference is a con-
sequence of negotiations beti:2en representatives of 49 Governments
and 51 National Red Cross Societies who met at the 17th International
Red Cross Conference in'Stockhoin last August to discuss revision s
of the 1929 Genevr. Conventions relative to the treatment of prisoners
of vrrs and of the 1907 Hague Conventions relative to maritime rrrxf4re .

The need to revise these conventions bccame apparent during the last
war when many of their provisiôns, particularly those dealing -, :ith

the treatment of prisoners of war, were found to be cithcr czsbiguous

or difficult to apply uniformly.

Perh..ps the most important task of the Geneva Conference
will be to obtain, through international treaty, effective protecticn
for certain categories of civilicns in belligerent and occupied
territories . The nature of modern wrsfrxe, inevitably involving large
sections of the civilicn population, has made clear the need for a
separate convention defining the trewtnent to be accorded to non-
combatants who perform essential civilian services ( e .g. tize r.a.ii.-
tenr.nce of public utilities and of health services in areas of con-
flict) .

In addition to Mr . Ve:illr.ncourt, the Canadian Delegation
will be composed as follows :

M . H . Rershof, Coi-wisollor, Office of the Canadien High
Comr.issioner, London) as Alternate He :'-d ;

Col . J . N . B . Crw7ford, Director : te Gei.er:..1 of 2ieaicc.1 Ser-
vices, Department of National Defence, Ott.:.-c, and

l:aj . W . B . Armstrcng, Adjutcnt General's Branch, Depznxtraent
of Nctional. Defence, Ottawa, as Full Delegates ;

Capt . J . U . Kerr, Supervisor of Nt.uticrl Services, Dep::rt!nent
of Traisport, Ottawa, and
Dr . E. A . "Natkinson, Industrial Health Division, Department
of National Health and Welfare, Otta;;a, as Advisers .


