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"-W Rebeka Tabobondung, a board member of Co-
Development Canada, then welcomed del-regates to the conférence by acknowledging the

forum was held on First Nations land. «The flrst
thing 1 would like to do is acknowledge that we are In
Coast Salish Terrltong'" said Tabobondung, who offered
thanks to the Burrard and Squamish bands "for allowing
us to be here."

«CoDev strongly believes that we cannot separate
ourselves with what is happening in other parts of the

land
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benefit everyne, Robinson said.

"Understand the power that you have," Robinson toi(
the youth delegates in closing. "If you look at the
course of history. it has been changeci many times by
people like you.* Robinson cited Nelson Mandella -
«27 years in prison and now the leader of South Africa
- to appiause from the delegates.

In a question period following his address, Robinson
suggested meeting with Canadian MPs as a way youth
can take action on issues. But one delegate pointed
out that contacting his MP over the Gustafsen Lake
standoifs had yielded nothing. Robinson answered by
stressing the importance of the youth vote ln shaping


