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CANADA AND THE TURKS—MD-CAICOS—I  St-A-N-DS- _ 

SUMMARY 

The Turks and caicos Islands are an economically 
under-developed British dependency with minimal but good 
relations  with  Ca ; The -iclea-of claser_association between 
Canada and the Turks and Caicos Islands has been the SUbjedt -- 

 of public interest and parliamentary debate for.Some years. 
canada's position, enunciated in 1974, has been that it did 
not favour discriminating in favour of one state'in the 
region. The population and resources of the Turks and Caicos 
Islands were found to be not great enough ta support a tourist 
indus.try of sufficient dimensions to make a significant 
difference to Canada's balance of payments on the tourist 
account. Association, it was concluded, would:"result in 
Canadians dominating the Islands economy, raising the 
possibility of social tensions and accusations of 
neocolonialism. 

The.present review, which is an update of the latest 
review carried out in 1980, confirms  the  essential validity of 
the position adopted bv the Canadian Government in 1974 and 
concludes that closer association with the Turks and Caicos • 

Islands t.rould be of no greater mutual benefit than the 
friendly.  relations whion now exist. re  
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