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Consequently, the above -mentioned provisions lead the equatorial 
s-tates to aftern that the synchronous geostatianary orbit, being a natural 
resource, is under the sovereignty of the eqtentorial states.. 

3. 	Legal status of the Geostationary Orbit 

Bearing in mind the existence of sovereip riets over sei,nnue.nts of 
geostationary orbit, the equatorial countries consider that the applicable 
legal consultaC.ons in this area must take into account the fo. 11o..ving: . 

The sovereign riets put forward by the equatorial countries 
are directed towards rendering tangible benefits to their I fe - 
spective people and for the universal cornm.unity,• whjch is 
completely different from the prest,...at reality when the orbit 	. 
is used to the greater benefit of the most developed colratries. 

Ço) The segments  of the orbit corresponding to the: open sca are - 
beyond the na2onal jurisdicdon of states will  be co-asidered 
as common heritage of mankind. Consequently, the competent 
international agencies should regulate its use ar.clexploita-
tion for the benefit of mankind . 

(c) The equatorial states do not object to the free or.bital transit - 
of satellites approved and aullorize.d by the InternationalTele-
commtraicadons Convention, wl-zen these satellites pass throug.h 
their otcer space in their gravitational filet eutside their geo-* 
stationary orbit. 

. — 
(d) The devices to be pla.ced permaner.tly on the segment of a geo- 

stP-tionary obit  e an equatorial state shall require Previous 
. • and expressed authorization. on the part of the concerned state «, • 

and the operation of the device should conform with the r.ation- 
al law of the territorial.  country  over which it is plaCed. lt 

•  must be understood  that-  the  said authorization is diff:r.rent 
Siorn the co-ordirnuion requested  in  caieslof interference - 
among satellite systems, which are specified in the regula-
tions for radiocommunications. The said autbcirizaton refers 
in very clear tenns to the countries' right to allow  the  opera: 
tion of fixed radiocommunications stations within their terri- _ 
tory . 

Equatorial states do not condone  the  existing satellites or the 
position they occupy on their seirments of the Geoeationary - 

Orbit nor does  the  existence of said satellites confer any - 
rights of placement of satellites or use of the se£,..7.-nent unless 
expressly authorized by the state exercising sovere1,t2ty over 
this segment. 

(a) 

(e) 
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