
1.1 CHILE: The Country

The republic of Chile is a 4,320 km stretch of land along the southwestern coast
of South America. Although one of the longest countries in the world, it ranges from
only 96 km to 400 km wide, giving a total area of 757,000 km2. Chule is situated
between the Andes mountains in the east and the Pacific ocean in the west; it borders
Peru on the north, and Bolivia and Argentina on the east. Southern Chule is an
archipelago with Cape Horn at its tip.

With the most rapidly growing economy in South America, Chile has enjoyed a
GIDP growth rate of 8.2% for 1995. Its total GIDP for 1994 was US$ 52.2 billion.
Inflation has been stabilized at 8.2% for 1995 with a projected decline to 6.5% by the
end of 1996. Chile's population is approximately 13.2 million, with 92% "mestizo" or
European descent, and 7% Amerindian. The country is predominantly Roman Catholic
(89%), with some Protestant, lslamic and Jewish minorities.
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