
I. GENERAL
History
Cameroon has been inhablted since prehistoric times
and there are now more than 210 diverse tribal and
lingulstlo groups., The country's earllost knowry trade
was wlth neighbouring African countries in the North -
Egypt, the Fezzan, Libya and Chaci.
The first Europeafls in the area were th)e Portuguese. In~
1472, Portuguese navigator Ferniando Po sailed up the
estuary of what is now called the Wouri River. He haci
named the river Rio dos Camardes and this name,
transformed in Engllsh 10' Cameroon (Cameroun in
French), be<came the name of the counitry.
Germany established a protectorate in Douala in 1884
and in 1916, the country was dlvlded bolween France
and Britain. This arrangement was confirmecf in June 1919
by the Treaty of Versalilles.
The country became independerit on January 1, 1960,
and the Federal Repubic of Cameroon (ÊngIish
Cameroon and French Cameroon) was created on
October 1, 1961. Eleven yoars later, the federal system
was dismantled and a united republic was formed with
a predominant French influence and a strong English-
speaking minorJty. $ince January 25, 1984, the cou ntry
has beenc alled th. Repubi o f Cameroon.

Geography
The country, wIth an areê of more than 475 000 km2

lies at the jwiotion of Wsen and Central Africa. Il le
bounided on the west by Nigeria, on the east by the

Cetrl ArcnRepublic, on the north by the. Retubllo
o had, and on lhe south by the People'sa Republlc of

1h. Congo, Gabon ad EquatorilI Guinea.

In the southwes, Cameroon has a narrow (50 km)
outiet to the Atlantic coast on the Gulf of Guinea; ln the
north, il opens on Lake Chad.

Climat.
Cameroon has a humld equatorlal climate in the south
and a Sahel-type olimate in the north. The mountainous
western reglon enjoys a fairly temporate climat. and is


