
THE DEADLOCK: RIGID AND
PARADOXICAL POSITIONS

T he disputes in Indochina arenumerous, interdependent, yet distinct. They resemble a Chinese curio inwhich the balis, which have been labouriousîy sculpted at the centre of ablock of ivory, can move around yet neyer escape - each one is trappedby the others. Since the war began in Kampuchea, the conflict bas corneto have much wider implications and bas gone from being one wbichinvolves regional antagonisms to one with implications for Sino-Sovietrivalry and East-West relations. Kampuchea's future is 110W entangled insuch a maze of interlocking interests that it would seem impossible todeal with it in any single set of negotiations.

THE GRoWTH 0F ExTR.Emism

Improvisation is not a term which can aptly be applied to Vietnamesepolicy. There is no doubt that the Vietnamese leaders, wbo, are battie-bardened and past masters of the art of strategy, knew exactly what theywere about when their troops invaded Kampuchea on 25 December
1978.

Throughout 1978 the diplomnatic campaign which bad preceded thisoffensive did not produce the resuits which were anticipated. TheVietnamese leaders - especiaily the Prime Minister, Pham Van Dong,the Foreign Minister, Nguyen Co Thacb and bis Vice Minister, PhanHien - bad spent the year wooing their opposite numbers in tbeASEAN countries in tbe hope of obtaining a treaty of friendship withASEAN. This attempt failed, as did Vietnam's efforts to persuade theircritics that China representecl tbe greatest threat to Southeast Asia.14

14 Nayaji Chanda, Brothe EnenY. l77e War aflr thte War, op.cL, page 319.
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