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Hope in Venice -

Caradu'is we!l placed to help grain farmers through tough times
thunk» to the dipiomucy of Pnime Minister Brian Mulroncy and Exter-
nal AiTairs Minister Joe Clark.

Agusinst strony odds. Carada won 4 commiznent from Europe and
the U.S. to end the destructive cycle of farm subsidies which have seat
agricuitural prices plunging. Not only did the the leaders of the seven
major capiiaiist cvonomiey summit themselves to fresr trade in agricui-
ture, they szt a timetable for change. _ .

Whije ke process will ke yeurs 10 completz. ¢ will begin in 1988.
Normales shouid be restorsd (o agricultural trade By the mid-1990s.

Tae Venicz summit’s cemmitmen: to relansely quick change will
help the Muironey government plan relief for hard-hit grain farmers.
Canuda nevd zot piuy the subsidy game; prudent and effective short-
term heip wiii sufTice. ’

At the sumz time. ail western countries will have to examine the
scope of farming: over-production can be conirolled only oy lunng
inefficisn: farmers. to pursue other livelihvods. This is of particular
imporizace ;i West Germuny and France, whose farmers are paid hun-
dreds of miliionas of dollars tor growing food that 1sn’t necd=d.

Even in Cunuada. ratioralization may be nesded. Recent govern-
ment piuns to help some farmers move off the land are commendable.
It will ke carzfutl consideration to ensure a smootk transition. Viabie
furms must be kept aiive. 5o multer how severe :emporary debt con-
straints muy e some borderline operativns may -merit saving. Yat
some farms might be better off in other hunds.

Farming wasn’t Otiuwa’s only success at Venice. Canada also got a
declaration calling for an end to apartheid and a trunsition to cemo-
cratic government in South Africa. It's significant progress: previousty.
West Germany kad beza loatk 1o support any such statement.

he value of diplomacy is sometimes overiooked in a2 world domi-
nated £y the epparently relentless might of superpowers. Yet Canada’s
performance ot Venice shows that small nutions can muke things hup-
pen. This b as much a tribete o the superb work of the Ex:iernal
Affairs Depariment as o the expertise of Mulroney and Clark.
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