CONVENTION ON FACILITATION OF INTERNATIONAL MARITIME TRAFFIC

The Contracting Governments:

Desiring to facilitate maritime traffic by simplifying and reducing to a
minimum the formalities, documentary requirements and procedures on the
arrival, stay and departure of ships engaged in international voyages;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

The Contracting Governments undertake to adopt, in accordance with the
provisions of the present Convention and its Annex, all appropriate measures
to facilitate and expedite international maritime traffic and to prevent un-
necessary delays to ships and to persons and property on board.

ARTICLE II

(1) The Contracting Governments undertake to co-operate, in accordance
with the provisions of the present Convention, in the formulation and applica-
tion of measures for the facilitation of the arrival, stay and departure of ships:
Such measures shall be, to the fullest extent practicable, not less favourablé
than measures applied in respect of other means of international transport;
however, these measures may differ according to particular requirements.

(2) The measures for the facilitation of international maritime traffic
provided for under the present Convention and its Annex apply equally to the
ships of coastal and non-coastal States the Governments of which are Parties
to the present Convention.

(3) The provisions of the present Convention do not apply to warship$
or pleasure yachts. |

ARTICLE III

The Contracting Governments undertake to co-operate in securing the
highest practicable degree of uniformity in formalities, documentary require-
ments and procedures in all matters in which such uniformity will facilitate
and improve international maritime traffic and keep to a minimum any altera-
tions in formalities, documentary requirements and procedures necessary 0
meet special requirements of a domestic nature.

ARTICLE IV

With a view to achieving the ends set forth in the preceding Articles of
the present Convention, the Contracting Governments undertake to co-operaté
with each other or through the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization (hereinafter called the “Organization”) in matters relating t0
formalities, documentary requirements and procedures, as well as their applica~
tion to international maritime traffic.
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