
it became apparent that Canada would receive littie support for the proposai
to retain its assessment at the 1953 rate of 3.3 per cent, it was decided, in
order to gain wider support for the pinciple of the criterion of the per capita
ceiling, to abandon that attempt, and instead to seek to have assessment frozen
at the new proposed 1955 level of 3.63 per cent. Thus, when the United States
put forward an amendment to this effect, it was accepted by Canada. The
resolution1 as amended was approved by the Fifth Committee and later by
the General Assembly.

In ils report to the tenth session on the 1956 scale of assessments, the
Contributions Committee recommended small increases ini the assessments of
il members and small decreases lin the contributions of 13 members. While
the Committee was guided by the resolution of the ninth session freezing the
percentage contribution of members at the 1955 level, it considered that these
adjustments would eliminate the remaining inequities in assessments and
recommended that the scale submitted should be applied for a period of
three years. At the same time, the Committee recognized that if world econo-
mic conditions were to change substantially, or if new members were admitted
before the termination of the three-year period, the Contributions Committee
would be reconvened to review the scale and reconsider the per capita ceiling.

While accepting the scale recommended (in which the Canadian percen-
tage remained at 3.63 per cent), the Canadian Representative joined with the
Representative of Sweden in noting the observations made by the Chairman
of the Contributions Committee concerning further implementation of the per
capita ceiling principle. It was their understanding that, if a review of the scale
were called for as a resuit of the admission of new members, the Contributions
Committee wouid be guided by past directives of the General Assembly in-
cluding those on the per capita ceiling. After this interpretation had been
confirmed by the Chairman of the Contributions Commîttee and endorsed by
the Fifth Committee, the Assembly approved a resolution adopting the 1956
scale.

icies.


