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economists of England than to say that they were all either
clergymen or professors. Napoleon felt a life-long abhor-
rence of the class, broken only by one brief experiment that
ended in failure. It is related that at the apogee of the
Imperial rule, the idea flashed upon him that France must
have learned men, that the professors must be encouraged.
He decided to act at once. Sixty-five professors were
invited that evening to the palace of the Tuileries. They
came. They stood about in groups, melancholy and myopic
beneath the light. Napoleon spoke to them in turn. To
the first he spoke of fortifications. The professor in reply
referred to the binomial theorem. ‘“Put him out,” said
Napoleon. To the second he spoke of commerce. The
professor in answer cited the opinions of Diodorus Siculus.
“Put him out,” said Napoleon. At the end of half an hour
Napoleon had had enough of the professors. ‘“Cursed idea-
logues,” he cried; ‘“put them all out.” Nor were they ever
again admitted.

Nor is it only in this way that the course of history has
been unkind to the professor. It is a notable fact in the past,
that all persons of eminence, who might have shed a lustre
upon the academic class are absolved from the title of
professor, and the world at large is ignorant that they ever
wore it. We never hear of the author of ‘“The Wealth of
Nations” as Professor Smith, nor do we know the poet of
“Fvangeline” as Professor Longfellow. The military
world would smile to see the heroes of the Southern con-
federacy styled Professor Lee and Professor Jackson. We
do not know of Professor Harrison as the occupant of a
President’s chair. Those whose talk is of Dreadnoughts
and of strategy never speak of Professor Mahan, and France
has long since forgotten the proper title of Professor Guizot
and Professor Taine. Thus it is that the ingratitude of an
undiscerning public robs the professorial class of the honour
of its noblest names. Nor does the evil stop there. For,
in these latter days at least, the same public which eliminates
the upward range of the term, applies it downwards and



