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HOW TO SEURS ACCURACY IN ARITHMETC

-The degree of approach to accuracy by a
pupil does flot depend so mucb upon the amount
as upon the cha racter of the work done. Care-
less facility is nôt merely useleas; it'is positively
harmful. Hence, while' the probleme provideci
for the pupil may be .much more simple in
respect to the amount of figuring tequired, the
importance of accuracy muet be emphasized to
a very mucb greater degree, than has usually
been the custom of téachers in the grades.*
Indeed the pupil muet flot be commended at all
for inaccu rate work -for work in which there
is one wrong figure! It muet be impressed
upon him in the very beginning that ciphering
in which tbere are errors bas no value wbatever.
His task must be, flot the solution of ten
probleme Iwith but f ew errors, but rather as
many problems as he.can solve without making.
any mistakes. Hie seat work in àrithmètic (andi
bis home work, too, if any be assigned). should
be, for the moet part, mechanical,. and .èo

simple tbat b. can concentrate bis whole energy
upon the matter of accuracy. t should b.,
sometbing that be well knows how to do, the
only question being, can he do it accurately?,
In tbis way, and in this way only, can proper
emphasis béi put upon the importance of'aboolute
correctnes.

When papers or diates upon which Jes the
work of many pupils to whom thei task. of
copying and figuring had, been' assigned a
presented to- thé teacher for examigation, k l-eî
flot well, for her to consider tôOemuch ýthe
number of ërrors made by each pupil. Each
paper Â8 right or wfrong; PerfectOr imnpefect;
good or wortMess. Whether it contains omm erro«
or ten, it muet b. put into. the imperfecdcama4
Ail the puils who make mistakes M fïgurng
muet, for the moment at least, be classed
togetber, whether the. number of errors is two
or ten. in either case the. work la unseatWavtorYt
unreliable, worthless.

I f, in the. daily* tests of the, ability of pupôls
in figuring, more than twenty-five per cet ',f

the papers are Imperfect, the. teaciier is at f*It.
Either the lesson la too heavy or, lthe t4er
does flot sufficientlY imprffl 1Uffl the pupgô he
importance, of accuracy. iperiiig.

The seat workten .rcieIr~~rs~
sbould b. made. so light, 'and the. pup eaoeww'

aged toexerc so much careinthe doing ôf it,
that seventy-five to ninety per, cent'. oft
papers wili b. perfect. When -tuia dogmetp
accuracy has been attied, the ;am&dnt Of,41Y
work for those. pupiiu who, 9.#u4Y Pin.W Od*
papers,may b. somwh4tx incoea«no- tg M A
case and in ail the grades uo~ I~
muet b. the. aim. To what le~**
pupil. continue to 'iai4at*ot-
one enior? is the, qu"stoiifor, the
for the pupil.

TSo often it has been the -Cutm.toM0*1
paper 90 if only-aole- probm-;In», MW**el
an error.. Often -- oshah I m.ay
pupil bas been taught tu ii.t i,*~
cent of accuracyiiAnithe d
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