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cord with the teachings of the leading colleges of the country,
.and with the advanced intelligence of the age.” This is probably
the correct statement of the case. It will be noticed that the
attack is made by * politicians,” not “statesmen”  Any devi-
ation from party times and party tradibions is always visited
with a heavy hand. It is to be hoped that there are some men
in the Kansas Legislature who have a soul above party, and who
will teach the “politicians of ” that State a lesson in liberality.

It is a pleasant duty to notice from time to time in our columns
the progress made by other Canadian Universities. The one that
is making just now the most rapid strides is Dalhousie College,
Halifax. Mr. George Munro, the well-known New York pub-
lisher, is a Nova Scotian, and he has wisely resolved to erect a
monument to himself in his lifetime by adding largely to the en-
dowment of Dalhousie, and cnabling her to increase her statf and
otherwise enlarge her sphere of usefulness. Within the past few
years three well-known graduates of London University—all
Canadian Gilehrist scholars—have been engaged  as professors—
Messrs. McGregor, Schurman, and Alcxa.n‘der. ',!‘hcsg are all com-
paratively young men, but in all probability this yvﬂl prove ad-
vantageous to the institution rather than otherwise. Wlt].l the
departments of Physical Scim.lcc, Mcnt'al Scwnce,‘and }Lngh‘s]‘n S0
well provided for, good work in each for a long time may fairly
be expected. Another recent improvement in Dalhousie is the
institution of a Law School in connection with the University,
the lectures in which ave delivered by mmembers of the Halifax
Bar for a very moderate remuncration. It was Harvard Law
School, more than any other faculty, which made that University
famous in its earlier history,and gave her the proud position she
holds to-day in the estimation of the people of the United States ;
and if Dalhousie should happen to find in her Law School another
Story; a similar result would follow. If a Law S(_Ehool _can be
successfully carried on in connection \\.u'th Dulh.ousw UnlverS{ty
in a compatatively small city li'ke Halifax, one is tempted tp in-
quire whether a similar institution could not be made an adjunct
of our own University in this great city of lawyers, law students,
and law courts. The example set by our Bluenose friends is a
good one to follow.

M.A,, LI..D.

University degrees are assumed, both by those who possess them and
by the world at large, to have some meaning and some value. If they
have none, or less than they seem to guarantee, the fault lies entirely
with those in whose power the bestowal of them lies. And that that
power has been too often wielded in ignorance, or injustice, the history
of universities in every civilized country in the world plainly shows.
For if academic honors are granted without due regard to, and consid-
eration of, their object and their significance, they arc certain to be at
the same time misleading and false. The granting of such honors is a
question in itself difficult, indeed, of satisfactory solution ; it is more
difficult, and more dangerous as well, when its solution is sought from
data and principles that have no legitimate place in its consideration.

It is unnecessary at this day to enlarge upon the circumstances
and objects of the foundation of universities in Europe: upon their
original purity, and the deserved confidence that was reposed in them
by the public: or the changes that have so grown upon them, taking
different directions in different countries, that the character of the origi-
nal is scarcely recognized in the institutions flourishing in modern times
under the same name. It would be absurd, too, to close one’s eyes to
the advances that have been made in the systems of modern universities,
in all of their most important elements. But one cannot but see that
there are, at present, in many universities of the highest standing, features
whose continuance shows disregard of what have always been looked
upon as the reasons for the establishment and maintgnance of the uni-
versity as an educational institution. . Among t.hese is the retention of
degrees such as above alluded to, which mean little or nothing to those
who possess them, and deceive others. That such degrees have been
retained, and still exist, the very complaints of educationists, in Ger-
many, England, and the United States go to §how: Perhaps we are not
altogether without grounds for similar complaints in Canada.

"We have in our own University certain degrees which we call Higher
Degrees. How many who obtain these consider upon what grounds
they are deserving of that name, or what value they have in themselves?
And who of our Masters of Arts or Doctors of Law can tell us what
distinction his degree affords, which a Bachelor of Arts or of Law ought
pot to enjoy ? A satisfactory answer would not be easy. 'The very term

“higher degree” is a misnomer in our system, and a misleading one, and
the reason is not difficult to discover.

That reason, we take it, is to be found in a persistent adherence t0 the
vicious system of written examinations. The use of such examinations
doubtless to a certain extent necessary; but the wisest policy aims
their curtailment, not their multiplication. And the higher we get in ¢
development of education, the more irrational does such multiplica“on
become. The granting of the degree of M. A. by such a system seems t0 us
absurd; certainly the reductio ad absurdum of the system is seen in its aF
plication to the degree of L1.D. When we consider that the degree®
M.A. can be obtained by the writing of an indifferent thesis and the P4/’
mentofa fee, we cease to wonder at the determination of so many of oWf
graduates to remain satisfied with their standing as Bachelors, which sho¥s
at any rate the result of three or four years’ work, more or less thoroug™
The systems of Oxford and Cambridge are more rational, T hey acceP
the fee and dispense with the thesis.

It was doubtless the recognition ot the comparative worthlessness ,of
our degree of M.A., that led to the advocacy last year, in our Senat®
of a new degree of Ph.D., to represent post-graduate work actually do%®
This we hope still to see carried out. The establishment of such 2 .
gree would have a most beneficial effect. While affording a gf:““mc
incentive to work, it would place within reach of the graduate an hond
deserving to be called such. That our M.A., as at present constitut®®
does this, few will, we imagine, seriously maintain, ~ All university M¢
will, we believe, sympathize with any endeavor to establish a higher de
gree which will have an actual value and meaning of its own.

It is pertinent here to refer to another aspect of this question, and ¥
ask whether it is sufficiently considered that the injury arising fro® !
wrong system of academic honors is not confined to university ™
themsel'vesf, but that the public, who must accept such titles as havi®
some sngmﬁcanpe, are apt to be misled, and that seriously. The i
mark of Archbishop Whately on this point is as appropriate to'dag
as it was when made in 1832, & If,” he says, “any Oxfor
man were asked whether the degree of M.A. and those in "
and divinity, do not convey, at least to some of our countryme?
some notion of merit or proficiency more or less of some Kin%
and whether, therefore, a university so conferring these deglees
to create or keep up a false impression, is not guilty of a kind of fra
on the public, I do not know what he could answer.” May we not
to some extent participating in such a fraud on the public, in flauntié
before them titles whose pretensions are indeed far from génuine?

That our Se'n_ate has awakened to a recognition of the false an
anomalous position of 6ur LL.D. degree is shown by the introdll‘:tlon
of a statute, in accordance wtth the power given by the Local Legisla’
ture last year, making the degree henceforth a purely honorary 9%%
This is as it should be: So long as this, our highest degree, was gra? ¢
upon a wrtten examination, as it has been in the past it could 29
be expected either that those who obtained it 5hou1d, be the M
fitted to wear it with dignity, or that those whom their Universlty
would most des@re to honor should be in a position to do the wo
nhecessary to obtain it. It is now in the power of the Senate to ho
those, and those only, who are worthy of it. To this, there is onr

necessary, on the part of the Senate, care, discretion, and strict imP "

tiality. That these will be invariably sh i ) since
wish of most, if not all, y shown is the genuine and als0

of our graduates ; that it will be so, they
confidently expect. They are glad to see one of our higher degre®
placed at last on a rational basis, and they look forward to its cof
sxﬁtent bestowal ]m such a way that a real honor will be doné e
all cases, not only to those who may be its recini Iso t0
University by which it is conferred.y recipients, but 2

THE GREAT PYRAMID OF GIZEH.
Egypt is a wonderful countr i ilizato]
. , Y- In the early history and civiliza?
coif thefAdamlc races, it ha}s played an important part. yIt is a very Py
15413 of monumental lore in which antiquanians delight to roam: .,
;:lz}ry and magnificent civilization s fully in accord with thr
erllsct:rzrn dar_ldt teachings of the Old Testament. The science of infcn’
Interpretation of the ruj ins !
erous testimony to Holy Writ, ruins and remains of Egypt, lend 2 )|
The doctrine of Evolution ast e
: f E » as taught by many, finds a bold and

gluahﬁ.ed Sntagomst in Egypt.  For this doctri);;e wishes to prové ua;
than Lsha he@lOpmgnt, that he has come to what he now is SlOwy'dﬁ' ’

Ofr}(;ggl li] e centuries.  Egypt, however, says to the contrary. |
f i te> 1svté)ry, where do we see and find man the furthest from ; o
goeesserﬁe. ook eli ;en;wev:',ex: eEqbylpt. 4 Again, at that remote period,m

—we are oblige 5
ourselves—that is, if we judg Bim by what b o 9o o

like ourselves, T he civilization he created and maintained for cent® 23
was no mean affalr-—as the gigantl(z and numerous fuins bro@ 'Ca
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