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'hence quietly and with an approving conscience hie

'relieved ahl weaklings of the burdens of life, and

thus preserved the vigor of bis tribe. But througb

association wjth the whites and participation in

tbeir trade and their fends, be learned from their

political agents the wisdom of killing off the more

vigorons inembers of the tribes in war, while from

tbe missionaries bie learned the wisdom of keeping

alive the weak and diseased. Tbuis between these

two wisdomis, assisted by varions other Enropean

inventions and the constant pressure of civilization,

tbe ordinary Indian bas been pretty much reduced

to those western remnants which bave been retired

from aétive savagery and put upon the pension list.

There are, bowever, a number of comparatively

Pulre specitnens in the far north where they have

been preserved by snow and ice.

BY the pensioning system tbe Indians on tbe

reserves bave been able to survive the buffalo.

Flow long this survival may continue is matter of

widely varying opinion. Some tribes seem too far

gone to recover ; others seemn capable, under fair

Management, of keeping up their existence for an

indefinite time. In the event of bis vanishing alto-

gether it is an interesting problemn, in some locali-

lies, as to wbether the white mnan cao survive the

Itidian. In some places the local markets at pre-

sent created, by the needs of the Indians, the North-

West Mounteçi Police, who constittite their guard of

hionour, and the varions civil, religions and educa-

tional officials conne6ted with the agencies, are all-

in1portant.
The Indian is no mu of a conversation alist,

Praélising the gospel of silence in a manner to bave

charmned the beart of Carlyle. Like most savages

Ihe is but sliglmtly nnder the infloence of the plain

faca1s of nature, being governed chiefly by ideas .

ýHis view of, the tinier se is essentially pessimistic, and

hj8 pessinism is clearly written on his coonitenance.

Tb hin, the world of nature exhibits no physical

'awys; its every change is the expression of some

shade or spirit, and experience teaches bim tbat

these are mainly of a malevolent turn exaéling an

Ifltolerable amount of ritualistic observance to keep

themn iO good bumour. Thongh many of the Indians

Un1derstand English tbey are extremeîy averse to the

îlse of it. Many of themi bave a reinarkable comn-

'fland of English profanitv, and, wben tbey care to

indulge in this pastime, tbe wealth of their vocabo-

lary, the intensity and variety of tbe combinations,

and tbe accuracy of their pronunciation are quite

Inarvellous. Somne explain this peculiarity as a

sPontaneous expression of origiflal'sin, while otbers

incline to the belief that it is due to, their association
wlhcertain grades of civilization. Several en-

tbusiastic English missionaries expea to change ahl

this and to bave the Indian problem virtually solved

in another generation. Their plan, which is at
present largely in operation, is to teach christianity

to ail the children in the schools on the Indian re-

serves. Making the next generation christian it is

believed they will naturally beconie indostrioos,

moral, and self.depefldeflt citizens. One would

gladly believe this if experience would give any en-

cooragemrent. But, first of ail, we know that humnan

types were not made in a generation and cannot be

radically reconstruied in that time ; and, secondly,

the history of America, and particularly of Canada,

tells us that this very plan was in operation bere for

nearly a couple of centuries, and the resuîts were

not at ail encouraglflg.

The experience of one of the North-West mission-

aries, in his efforts to convert the aduit savages, was

thos given by hi'nsýlf, though I have somewhat

condensed bis statemient : "When urged to become

christians the Indians usuallv replied that they had

listened to bis accounts of the future life. He had

described to them the people who went to heaven,

also those who went to hell. They were well aware

that their ancestors had often made war on others,

they bad pillaged and scalped their enemies and

were neyer afterwards sorry for it, they had told

rnany lies and otberwise aéled as christian white

men never did. They were quite certain therefore

that their ancestors to a man were located in hell.

Now, notbiflg woold grieve tbemn more than to be

parted forever from their ancestors. Nor had they

any desire to go and live with white rnen in heaven.

Thev therefore declined conversion, eleéting to go

to bell as the lesser of two evils."

THE CONDITION 0F WbMÈN IN THE
UNITED STATES.

This is tbe titie of a series of most interesting

articles by Mmne. Blanc (Tb. Benzon) in recent

numrbers of the Paris Revue. Two seêtiofl5 of the

sobjedt, appearing in the issue of Oct. i 5th, andf

bearing title , WoIfen's Colleges" and " Co-Educa-

tion," are of especial interest to Canadian students.

We present our readers wjtb a few translated ex-

tradts as illustratiiIg the tenor and contents of the

whole series, and as sbowing bow înuch more

rapidly the education of women has developed in

America than in France.

Mmne. Blanc announces as the motto of the

Amnericanl girl,, "6 Wherev'er you go, dear Dick, I go

to il, and adds in expIanation. " Brothers go to the

university, sisters assert their right to go there also..

For Soule time past educational. institutions, wbetber

public or private, high schools or academies, no

longer satisty them, they wish to secure the rigbt to

aspire to ail the callings formerly reserved for man.

I have already said, I think, that the great move-

inents of the contemnporary life of .womefl in America


