QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL. 273

Forest Conservation.
he value of forests in the industrial life of

T'he growing recognition of t
interest in  the  Dominion

L:ana(la is fully demonstrated by the general
}“Orestry Convention which was held in Quebec city d
I'he me'eting, opened by Ifarl Grey, and called by Nir Wilfrid Laurier, who
has maintained an-active interest in its proceedings, has attracted general
stions it considered have come to be re-

uring the past wecek.

attention in the country and the que
garded as of vital importance.

Since the first use of spruce and other forms of forest wood in the manu-
facture of paper the extent of cutting operations in the forest areas of Can-
ada has greatly increased. The demand for paper has grown also with ex-
treme rapidity and thus continuous incentive for a large yearly use of forest
trees has been maintained. In the United States large wooded arcas have
been completely depleted and the available supply diminished to such an ex-
’t?nt that conservation measures have been undertaken on a large  scale.
he American demand for the raw material for the manufacture of paper has
ad“’allce(l so markedly in fact as to have hastened the destruction of Can-
ad‘ar} forests beyond normal limits. The result of this has been to awaken
Public opinion to the fact that the forests of the country are not inexhaustible
and are in fact under lax regulations in regard to cutt'ing and the neglect of
reasonable efforts at conservation likely to fail as a source of raw material for
Paper manufacture with a generation.
beenT;d(tz Ellf;‘:l‘zc‘tio‘l[l (;ifuff)resl:s' )(?uc to cxtcns'i\'c cutting operations has
forests destroved | uetl ” ’f& ‘ .4\"%1_&' Yy ‘211'. sSees 1mmctnsc arcas of valuable
beyol{(l exacty (‘ Dy tllts mLa?:\ I'he loss is so grc‘at in fact as to be almost
the sl C.Omp‘u.a.tx(?n. [he cause of these fires has recently l)ecam.e

ject of investigation: and measures to lessen the frequency of their
Ezzﬂll)‘gznce have been tgken by 1)1jovincial and Dominion governments. Tt
. n proven that railways passing through forest land have been respon-
sible for many fires. Legislation varying in scope in different provinces to
:heCk fires through this ageﬁcy has heen enacted. At the same time a sys-
niZ;S(zlfri(;rzsgta;-iztgigi:%\lgﬁln em‘]?.loyed by the g‘oyernnmnf m)t,ak; .‘preventiv‘e
lepialns: st s possible has been developed. By these means,

) S wough regulation of the amount to be cut
annually, the process of devastation of Canadian forests has been somewhat
f:heCked. But the problem of forest conservation remains still one of great
E“I)Ortance. Locomotives, it has heen shown, are still responsible for many
a;:;mt dRe:stl;:c:lons o‘n .cutting are not .suf‘ﬁc.ic“?tl‘y strmgg;;i égibfﬁtf
tio s S C lve' insects has not isued .111 satisfactory res - ]
o ‘;rl(l)lTasures are inadequate. Reforestation has not ‘l‘)ee? ‘so pl::;i::qet(lut
tion (]:l.cel dcﬁm.te a.ssurance of new growth to1 le%)la'(:ett]gojr)‘;ete thé cane
i tile 1}@( atory instincts l'mve not heen conﬁn.e( .' tjs 0 ’ 1 ol 1:’ S
" inc of defense against ncedless Jessening of such an mva uable na
tional asset as Canadian forests constitute that the Dominion convention



