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Forest Conservation.

T1he gyrowiiig recognition of the \,allie of forests in, the ii1(lustrial life of

Canada is fully deiiionstrated hy te ' general initerest ini the D omiinion

Forestry Convenition wbich xvas licld in ( )lebec Citv (lnriig tht pa~st week.

T'he meeting, optiieri by Lari c;rex, and( calle(l by Sir W ilfrid Laurier, wlho

lias maintained an active intcrcst ifl its p)0cce(lings, lias attracte(l general

attention in thc country and( the qunestionis it consi<here(l bave coine to lie re-

gardeci as of vital importance.

Since tht first use of sprulce and other forins of forest woO(h iii the mlaili-

facture of paper tbe extent of cuittinig operationls in the forest ai-cas of (.,an-

ada lias greatly increase(l. 'l'ie rhcilian n for paper lias gn)Xvials( Vi tii ex-

treille rapidity and tbiîs continuons incentiv~e for a lar-e výear1tl. ue of forest

trees bias lbeen maintaineni. Il dite Luiled States large \vXoo(IC areasi have
1 )ten conl)letely (heplete(l and( the available sup)hly diiiiiniislit(l o) snIcb an ex-

teîît tbat conservation iniasuires bave been i (lertakeli 01 a 'large scale.

'Plie Amiericani (henand for the ra\v iiîaterial for the îîiaifactiire of palier lias

advancedl so markedly in fact as to bave hastenied tht dl'estriutîoi of Cali

adlian forests beyond normal limits. Tht resit of tbis lias beenl to axvakenl

PuIblic opinion to the fact that the foresis of the counitrv are not inexhauistible

andi are iii fact under lax regullatioîis iii regard to cuttînig anid the nieglect (if

reasonaýble efforts at conservation likely to fail as a source of raw uîaterial for

paper mantifacture with a generatiOn.
To the destruction oîf forests ie to exteive cetigoirain ii

been added tbat due to fires. Every year secs immiense ai-cas of x'ahilalle

forests destroyed by this imans. Thtli loss is so great iii fact as to lit aliost

beyond exact coniutatioil. Thti cause of thes'e fires bias reccntly liecaie

the subject of investigation :anin mastires to lesseîî the frequency of tlîeir

occuirrence have been taken by provincial atmj 1 I)o)liiioii gox'eritnts. I t

bias been proven tlîat railways p)assim, through forest land have been respii-

8ihile for mnaîy fires. Legislati>n va'ryitiig ini scolt i different provinces to

elieck fires through this agen cy lias beetu eîîactt(l. At tht sanie time a sys-

ten, of forest ranging lîy men empl(iyed by tht goveriiiiitilt to take preventive

Iltasuires against fires when possible bias been dee1p)i y these mcanis,

legisiatioti affectinig railways operating iii forcst areas, fire ranging systenlis

ain(l nieasures of conservationi tlîronigb regulatioi (if tbe ainotilit to lit eut

annu1tally, th~e process of devastatioîî of Canadiati forests lias lieen soinewliat

Cbecked 13ut the problemi of forest conservation reiains stili one of great

""Portance. Locomotives, it bias l)een sbowni, art stili rtspoilsîhîît for imany

fires. Restrictions on cutting are n(it stifflcientîy striligeit. Tht fighlit

agaiî1 5 t destructive insects lias Z- iot istlt(l ~ i fcOYrsis osra

t'O" l measuires are inadequate. Reforestation lias niot hieti so prosectite(l as

tO Pr(i(lice defluite assurance oif îîew growtll to replace the annmal destruic-

tion. I redatory instincts have n'it heen c0lnfiliit(. I t is to colilett tht gap)s

i' tilt hule of defense againist nlee(hhess lesstliiiig of sncb aIl aniivaltia)le' lia-

ti(Ilial asset as, Caliadiami forests coîîstitulte that tht Dominion coniveiltioli


