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The Manitoba Sehool Question.
IT has invariably been the practice of this

journal te refrain front expressing opinions on
political questions, which may frein time to

timie be agitating the publie mind. On ques-
tions of this kind it. lis always been our en-
deavor toi mairitain a strictly 3leutral position,
but we have persistently reserved the righit to
comment upon existing facts, definately estab-
lished, especially when they relate to the well
beig of this country.

The Mlanitoba Sehool question which is on
the tapis just now, is one upon Nvhich there
may be much difference cf opinion as its correct
mode of settiement, but one aiso, about which
there ought flot to be any mistake concerning
the harm that is being done Canada by the in-
troduction of it into the field of politims

Every true Canadian, who lias the interests
cf this country at heart must deprecate the

br agn of religio-raciaf questions into the
pltcarona.

That the raising of such cries is doing mucli
to keep thlis country back and retard its growth
there can beno disputing. We sec this demon-
strated lin a tlîousand and one ways. By the
bitter feeling wliich sucli questions create; by
the unsettling of business, and b y the intense
hatred whirh is being engendered casinf a
wvant of faith iii the country. In theas and in
inany othier ways, too nainerous toi mention,
are seen the disastrous consequences which
fol]ow the im.:>olitic introduction of race and
religious cries.

During the last ten years we have had a mui-
tiplicity of these questions brouglit before the
electorate but the cutcoine of each bas been
identical, The history of such questions deinon-
strates that they are originated1 and called into
existence for the sole purpose of advancing and
kceping in prominence mnen who would otheu'-
wise have no weiglit or standing in the coin-
xnunity whatsoever. We are convinced that
these questions could be satisfactorily settled
without recourse to politics atallif unscrupuleus
politicians would cease to use them as a means
of catcbhing votes; but these unprincipled men

are usually prepared to go any l.engthi in the.
advocacy cf their violent and immoderate in-
ventions quite regardless cf the harm that is
being done the country.

It cannot be the wish if any serlous mînded
Canadian that we should be absorbed by the
United States, and lose our national distinction
and the numerous other advantagesç which the
adoption cf such a policy implies our parting
with, but the course which many cf our poli-
ticians are at present pursuing in bringing for-
wvard these questions cf race and creed, is a
sure one teo bring about sucli a state of affairs.

By constantly arraigning the Protestant
provinces agaînst the Catholie cnles; by con tin-
ually opposing English Ontario te, French
Quebec -by perpetually antagonizing one re-
ligicus &tnomination with another, the natural
outeome must be that each will become se
thcroughly disgusted with the hope cf ever get-
ting along with the other, that it will cast
about for a means of escape froin the supposed
grievances that exist only in the fertile imiagin-
ations cf those political humbugs whose creative
faculties are certainly more extensive than
their knowledge cf truth and veracity. The
escape, and the only escape, that will then
present itself, will be assuredly annexation- a
step that no Canadian in the possession cf lis
normal faculties would think twice cf advo-
cating at the present day.

It should. be the aimi cf every Canadian Vo
strive te malte this country big and great and
powerful, in the estimation cf the nations cf the
world. It should be our endeavor to present a
respectable appearance before strangers; for our
future course, for somne years at any rate,
appears to be te endeavor to, induce tourists
and capitalsts and mien having money te pass
through our land, in the hope that by so doing
they may be induced te leave, a portion cf their
wealth here behind them; of showing themn the
grand country we possess, in the belief that
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