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right, nay, the necessity of interfer-
vnce on the part of Ottawa. I ask
feor an honest and unpartizan ex-
pression of opinicn, and 1 hope, Sir,
that it may be in support of my
motion, and that Manitoba may be
left to settle her own affairs. (Hear,
near).

SIR OLIVER MOWAT, Premier of
the Proviace, rose to reply to the
motion. - The first minister began his
speech with a suave admission that
he could find no cause for quarrel in
the opinions expressed by his hon.
friend, the member for West Toronto.
fle intended for his part to be very
brief in what he had to say, but would
remind tie House in the first place
that according to the British North
America Act, matters ¢f education he-
lcnged to the Provincial Legislature,
and not to the Dominion Parliament,
when the rights of a minority were
nut  affected by the introduction of
special  legislation. The second ap-
peal to the Privy Council elicited the
decision  that the Mauanitoba School
Act of 1890, did interfere with certain
rights and privileges of the Roman
Catholic minority, and that proper
pbrovisions must be made for remov-
ing what the judicial committee cal-
led *‘a grievance existing.”

“We in Ontario,” observed the hon,
Attorney-General, “are not in general
in favour of Separate s#chools, but we
have ourseclveg faithfully observed the
provisions of the constitution wupon
that subject, in recognizing the duty
incumbent upcn us in that respect;
nor do we find that the Protestants
of Manitoba tuke a different view of
their constitutional duty; it is only in
the application that there is a differ-
ence of opinion. It will be, indeeq,
unfortunate if the duty of remedying
a grievance should devolve upon the
Dominion in Heu of the Provinecial
Parliament; whatever the subject of
controversy, coercion would naturally
provoke resistance, but in such a mat-
ter as religious ceducation, the ques-
tion becomes more serious still. I
agree fully with the hon. member’s
remark that Remedial Legislation
should be introduced by the Dominion
Parliament only as a last resgort; and
I am sure this Houre will be of the
same oplnion. It cannot be the wish
of any that the Dominion Parlament
should put itself into an antagonistic
sttitude upon a question of this kind,
The hasty action of the Ottawa auth-
orities has been brotested against by
the Manitoba Government, and there
is no doubt that the Dominion Gov-
ernment have been very hasty in their
coercive action hereupon. They have
g0t their answer. Manitoba is not
prepared to retrace her steps. I can-
not imagine anything more unstates-
manliRe than the issuance of this
Remedial Order. I eannot imagine a
greater treason to this country than
the enactment of sich a plece of
legislation. (Hear, hear.) In our own
case we dealt at our leisure with this
question of Separate Schoolg for On-
tario : with the full concurrence of the
people we leglalated upon it during a
period of quiet, for the common in-
terest of all concerned demanded that
a matter of such grave import should
not he dealt with hastily. Such a
careful consideration isg valuable for
the pence and harmony, and even eg-
sential  for  the well belng of the
country, and if there ever existed an
cccasion when the utmost deliberation
and caution were desirable in dealing
with a knotty problem that occasion
has arisen in the case of the claimg of
the minority of Manitoba for recogni-
tion. T shall ask the House to adopt
the resclution which T move now in
amendment :(—That by the British
North America Act the matter of
education (subject to wcertain pro-
visions therein specified) belongs to
the Provincial Legislatures. and not
to the Dominion Parliament :

That the Act of the Manitoba Legis-
lature abolishing Separate gchools has
been declared by the Judicial Commit-
tee of the Privy Couneil to be within
the authority of the said Legislature,
and, is therefore, in point of law, a
valid Act:

That the sald Judicial Committee
hag further dscided that the provisions
of the =said Act deprive the Roman
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Calholic minority of * affected rights
ur priviieges in relation to euucation
1 & manner which consgtivutes (in lne
Lthgluage Ol the judgrent) a " legiil-
lugle  ground oI complalny,” wiich
SNOWU we removed by supplemenial or
orper Y provisions  whicn  wouid re-
move the grievance.” ;

That whiie probably the great ma-
Jorivy of the people oL unlarig do not
Lavour Sepdarate sthoots, yel they have
always recognized the constitutional
duty of giving efiect by provincial leg-
1slation  and  oiherwise to the pro-
visions in the counstitution on the sub-
Ject

That it will be extremcly unfortun-
ale 1 the remeay ror the alleged
grlevalce in mannoba 1s tv be ac-
compusned by the action Of the Do-
Inunen  Partiament  insiead  of  the
Manitoba Legigiature ;

‘‘nat in the juugment of this House
remedial legislation by the Lominion
is only to we tnought of at all asg a
iast resort ;

‘rnat  tne Legislature of Manitoba
has protested against the hasty action
Wil I8 proposed by the Dominion
Government, has asked for a thorough
nvesugauon by Dbominion authority
of ali the facts bearing or believed
L0 bear on the subject before any
action is taken, and has declared that
"in amending the law from time to
itime, and in administering the system,
1L 18 their earnest desire w0 remedy
every well-founded evil, and (0 re-
move every appearance or inequality
or injustice wnich may be brougnt wo
nouee,” and has swated that * witn
e View oL Jdulig so tne Government
and the Legisialure wiil always be
ready Lo consider any compiaint that
may ve made i a SPIrit o talrness
ana concitiation.”’

Yhat in view of these statements
this House is o1 opinion tnat tpe pro-
pusal of remewlal legisiation Ly the
Lominion  shouid nov e enteriained
until after the request of tne Mani-
whba Legislature 1for a thorough in-
vestigation on the part of the Do-
minion ot all the tacws is acted upon,
and all reasonable and proper ettorts
tor conciliatiog have been made and
uave failed.

‘nat no more delicate matter can
Le dealt with Ly the Federal Govern-
ment or legisiature than the matter
of Separate schools during the period
o excitement upon the subject.

That it is in tne comIipon interest
that it should not be dealt witn hasi-
ily ; and

Tnat nasty aclion by the Dominion
Furtiament is, ip the judgment of this
House, fraugnt with great danger to
e best interests of tne Dominion as
a whole, incluaing the interests of the
Roman Catholic minority,: for whose
kenetit the proposed remedial legisla-~
tion is designed.

MR. HOWLAND (Toronto south)
rose L0 oppose the amendment.

" We must all of us, Mr. Speaker,”
he said, “ be more or less of the opin-
ion of one of the learned judges ot the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun-
cil, who, when tihis remarkable clause
was brougnt under his observation, re-
marked, ' 1Us very curious !’ it seems
to me indeed to be prolific of curious
situations. The hon. member tor West
Toronto has laid before us certain pro-
positions, and has asked for an opin-
ion thereon. Is it not rather curious,
in the first place, that the substance
and object of his motion is to ask the
Qntario Legiglature to €xpress an opin-
lon affecting the adjudication of this
question, while the reason given for
the resolution is that the province of
Manitoba is not to be interfered with ?
That is to say, although the constitu-
tion declares that the jurisdiction
lodged in the Dominion House to in-
terfere with Manitoba does exist, but
in the hon. member’s opinion
Shpuld not be exercised, yet
this province is to asked to li-
terfere ! It geems quite evident that
the members of this ¥ouse, if called
upon to vote on this question, must
not he regarded ag acting in their of-
ficial capacity. They will be voting
rractically ag if at a public meeting,
each member heing required to convey
the opinions of hig particular constitu-
ents on the point at lssue. I should
not have the slightest difficulty in ex-
pressing the opinion of South Toronto :
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It has been declared already at the
bublic meeting held a few days 480
and I should be perhaps deceiving the
Parliament if I Qid not state that this
Cpinion is in fullest sympathy Wi.th.
the resolution of the hon. member foF
Toronto West. Iut it is obvious that
in entertaining this rquestion an ex-
pression of opinion by this Housé
given in the form of g resolution, could
bave no moral or legal effect in any
ears to which it might be conveyed:
Such a resolution could not affect the
action of any member of the Parlin-
ment of Canada, and I am by 10
Ineans sure that in so employing our
time we are honcrably accounting fof
the same to our constituencies.
seeras to me like time thrown &away-
But it is also apparent that we rub
the risk Ly taking peremptory actiqﬂ
In this matter of foreclosing this Housé
from expressing any other opinion on
this subject during this sesslon.
would be unfortunite indeed if, in our
attempt to dissolve the heavy °1°ut
rolling over the Dominion from eaf
to west, and from north to south, any
right or privilege of thig province, en-
dangered by some subsequent action of
the Parliament of Canada, should be in
danger of violation because our OWR
tesolution, yassed and approved bY
our own Parliament, had stopped the
protest in our mouths. But although
this House must have primarily the in-
terests of this province in mind, there
is a possibility of our contributing t0
the alleviation of the difficulties Whil
beset and surround this question. The
way has heen partly bridged by much
that has been said by the hon, member
Tor Toronto West, and by the hon.
Minister who followed him. They seem
to imply that the ohject to be attain-
ed is that this matter be further en-
tertained by the two Legislatures CO"{
cerned. T am not surpriged, sir, tha
the hon. the Attorney-General shoulf
treat us to a repetition of Mr, Laurier's
coustant proposition, that the mattel
should te pestponed until it could be
Investigated by g commission appoint-
€d for the purpose. This would mean
briefly that if the issne can remain a8
Issue until the Government of Mani-
toba will be able to negotiate with 2
Government of the Dominion of the
same party as themselves, then the
Government of Manitoba will be pre
pared to make every concession
€ase the wav of the Government of the
Dominfon.  (Laughter) T1f this were
the only way to secure a settlement
of the question, T should he willing
sir, for my own part, to accept it &
the price proposed. if it were the only
Wway, and if the pursuance of such '1
method  would give security for the
Deace and happiness of the Dominion:
But I am doubtrur if through this pal:
tieular method there is any hope 1e
fuch a zond result aeccruing. Whi
it is declared on one side that con
cessions ought to he made, and on th?l'
nther that concessions some day Wﬂt
be made, both sides are of opinion th@
Such concessions can only be ma e
and the approach be effectual, wher
the right partieg come together.
further time for conference fs neces:
sary before the Dominion Par]lame‘"
act upon this question, then let it )i
lald down, and clearly understood, thﬂt'
this province and Parliament have N0
looked upon it, and will not regard 't
i4s & party issue. In the event of oW
being unahla to agree upon this prin
ciple, then a prolongation of the agony
only can ensue ; an intensifying of the
State of party agitation, and the e
Izencles of the point involved muﬁt
condnece to throw it out ot Parliamend
and inte an electlon. The only way
In which this matter can be consider
ed creditably to the country at ]argf;‘
Yo tn deal with it pot a< a party oues
tlon, but as g Judiecial flﬂes‘ﬁm:
That is a very prover suhject for thT-r
House tn express an oninfon on.

I8 possible  that under the same
Slause ~of the Britisy North Am-
erlca Act legislation of this provincs
mav some dav he under appeal. ﬂe
Spirit of procodure win animate thé
court to which we mav some dav P
Ariven ourselves on such a GUGstinni‘;
Surelv aur action and atttude at this
Iimeture will not be without fts P”e"“:
Tt 18 within our Jurigdiction to exm'e‘ﬂ,
an opininn upon this point, Fven

both sides of the House unite in madl‘;:
Ing the apneal which has been in
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