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Comparative Colonization.

C IVILIZATION mov es quickly. The increased facilities
'Jfor rapid communication by the shortening of distance

and timie have bound nations and counitries umore closely to-
gether. The goverrment of menî and the direction of civili-
zation are no longer restricted in their progress by the liinited
experience of one country assisted hy the wider history of the
past ; but, witbi the aid of method and skilful management,'each can now learn and profit by the contemporary experi-
ences of the rest.

We have not, as yet, accustomned ouar eyes to the wi(ler
range of vision, but important steps hiave already beeii
taken in this direction, and gradually we can feel our way to
takçe full advantage of the opportunities thus broughit witlîin
our reach.

At Li meetinig of the 1iperial Iîîstitute bield ini London
last Decemiber, to discuss what steps could be taken to carry
out the ideas suggested in a paper recently read before tlîat
august body by Mr. Ilhert, upon the miotion of the Lord
Chancellor a resolution was pass,,.ýed to the effect Il Pat it is1
expedient te establish a, Society of Comnparative Legisiation
with the object of proinotingy knowledge of the course of
legisiation in difierent counitries, more particularly in the
several parts of lier Majesty's doiions and ini the United
States." In the course of bis remnarks at this nieeting Mr.
lbeit is reported to have said that thiere wvere at present

sixty àegislatures at work in the different parts of the British
dominions and that an accu rate knowledge of their proceed-
ings would do a great deal towards checking hasty and mii-
perfect generalizations.

Important as the resuit of this meeting undoubtedly is
in affording a convenient assistance botb to the students and
t.he makers of law in ail Englisb-speaking countries, the ap-
plication of the main principle involved is a matter of far
greater value and significance in the conduct cf colonization
in the truer and wider sense including the direction of tbe
vanguard of advancing civilization ; for colonization deals not
only with the advertising of the natural resources of new coun-
tries, but with large movements of population, the peculiari-
ties of différent races and classes of meni, and the imany sides
of human nature. Tlie principles of colonization, therefore,
are no lesq wvide and far-reaching than the principles of law,
and they cait onily be ascertained from the observance of
pliernmena througliout the wvhole len gth of thee une ini the
countries to wbiclî immigration is directed. But unlike the
science of law, the fundamiental principles of colonization are
as yet imperfectly understood, for the treatient of the sub-
ject fias bitherto been desultory and confined to limiited
fields. Thinking meni have not had access to concurrent re-
ports and expressions of thougbit in other count-ies, and con-
sequently the study bas been neglected fromn lack of sufficient
iaterial, uponl wliicb accurate generalizations could be
forined.

There are few subects more important froin a national
point of vicw. On the one band, Great Britain is vitally
conceened iii the wvise disposition of lier surplus population
and the relief of overcrowding in the cities. Slie is biddinig
farewell to thousands of bier citizens, who, eacb year, by stress
of competition, are forced to leave ber shores, and, as the
centre of the Empire, she is interested in keeping thein, if
possible, froni straying outside the British dominions. On
the other hand, eacb of the British colonies, to ineet the ex-
pected deinands of a rapidly irîcreasing population, bave bur-
dened theniselves witb taxation for the erection of 'great
public works. Their chief wvealth consists in undeveloped
resources, whichi are valueless witbout the bmagic toucb of
capital and labour, for wbich tbey depend upon colonization
to supply; wbile in the conduct of colonization thîey annually
expend vast suins of inoney witb mnost (]isproportionate
resuits.

There are few subjects of greater interest f rom a bumian
point of view. To the young man, full of enrergy and hrope,
to the drudge in the city office, to the farn labourer with
bis apparent hopeless prospects in Europe, colonrization offers
great attractions. The contrast to the life under older civil-
izations, and the niany difficulties to be overconie, alI have a
peculiar and irresistable interest of tbeir own, botb for the
settler and the spectator, an interest wbicb lias lately becoine
more general by tbe growtb of tbe spirit of enligration, for
there is now scarcely a hearth or a bome in Great Britain,

wvhere sonie mieînbe- of the fanuiily, a relativ e or friend, iS
iiot makîing bis living in a foreign country.

And vet, with aIl this, as we have said, there is no sub-
et of public intel-est at the present day of wbich the

scieific study bias in the past beeni more generally neg-lected.
The difficulty lies in the lackç of systein. Tbe official

returns that lie on the minister's tables do not appear tO
reach, or at any rate to be understood by the people. The
solutions of the problenis suggested by these returils can 01i1Y
bearrived at bywideexperience aniong the settlers tbernselves.
There is rio miaclinery to educate and collect tbe tboughits and
observ ations of experienced settlers or to define the lines
upoi %vliich information is sou-lit, and there is no pro VisiOli
mnade for recording for future use the product of thoughit Or*
the lessons of the past. Now and again, ini the epheuicial
literature of tbe day, we sc valuable tliouglits and sugges-
tions. Risinig like bubbles tu the surface, thîey attract at-
tenItioni for a moment and then faîl back witbout sigli inltO
tlhe unfathomied sea of experience froi whicli thev coule.

It mnay, perbaps, iiiterest the reader, wlîo lias not givel
thoughit to the subject, brielly to mention a few of the more
important questions wbicb mnay be considered under the
bead ot colonization. Tbey mnay lie divided into thirce lmeads:
thme mnovemients of population, mnissionary wvork, anîd the direc-
tion of settlers.

Under the first head we mnay place the tuendencies of
einigration froui different Enropean couiltries, the differeilce
between the gross and net imigration to each colony, the'
relation betweenl the urbani and rural populations and the
reasons for the mnovemlent of population to the cities. These
questions are at present more or less fully dealt with in the
official reports of the different colonies. Under the head Of
mnissionary wvork we may consider a coniparison of the coSt
of immigration, tbe effect and extent of înisrepm.esentation,
the best mneans of comnanding the confidence of jntenidiiig
settîcîs, the powver of social attraction between colonists
and their friends in the Olfi Country, the influence cf
this eleinit in affording pecuniary assistance t. enîigrantsq
the »est mneans of stinîulating this influence and the
opportunities for imparting information througb the schooll-
Under the hiead of tbe direction of settlers we mav mnenl
tion thme assistance of the unemployed in migration fi-ofil the
cities in the colonies to the farni, the peculiar difficulties Oe
adaptability of different nationalities and different class es
of mii, the effect of previous training, juvenile imiigiratiOî15
the success of philanthropic enligration, assisted ii
grration, the fornîation of goverrnient colonies as opposed te
liaJhazard settienient, bainlet settlemiient, the best illeans'
of imîparting instruction and adx ice to settlers, the effect cf
the sale of govem-mîînent landsto speculators, thîe formation cf
co-operative associations, thme utility of irrigation anîd legislC"
tioii affecting thme control of irrigation. We inighit conitinîue
the list aliost ad buiiolut enougl1i lias been said te
show the importance cf the subject, the iiiefeut knowledge
that we possess, and the necessity of sorie systein of cnpr
ative record.

J ust at thîe present tune tbe consideration cf this (ue8s
tion lias for us in Canada a peculiar and, ined vhlllt
importance, for the rapid growth cf the counîtry in the 11eai
future greatly depends on the xvise conduct cf our colonizle
tion during the next few years

Just as in the Southema States, wbere King' Cottonm

reignied supi-ene, the faîl of that menai-ch was followed by
a period of gloonu and depression, until, under.the directîcfl
cf an imîtelligemît government, there suddenly sprang up
umor-e lîealtby and prosperous civilization of diversified prO
ducts, se, n'iow, in oui- Noi-th-XVest, witb the faîl Of th'
prîce cf wvheat, we are in a critical stage cf tiansitioni "nd
the gospel cf înixed farming and self -maintenance is driving
ont a civilizatiomi founded upon crie product, and dependemît
upomi a foreign market. The wave of immigration durin tg
past ten yea-s fi-on several causes bas passed in thonsa»'11d
thîîouglî oui- country to the Wester-n States, but already it is
wbispered that Canada offers better advantages for the il'I
migr-ant. We have then a double task imnnediately befcre
uis, to blazon tbis report te the world, and te speed the retumIl
to prospci-ity, taking care tbat the new era cf civilizatienl i
founîded not upon the f ancies cf inexpeî-ienced settlers,. but 011
the sounidest and wisest principles. The opportunity Ce11s fr
a suprenie effort, and, in our actions, wve shahl need a1 the
belp that wisdoni and experience can'supply. r

The importance cf a rigbt understanding cf com"par
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