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Thé 8torekeepers complain of slack business.
TherO were no sporting events worthy of
'lote, Outside of the usual suburban regatta,
"ad altogether it was a slow week for the t

bfI h as to stay in town. .F

bEMIMPRESSIONS 0F A BECADENT.

"'Iun laughter langurous andi low,
Jreami laughiter, d(ying ere the dawn of day,
""in8 back to man the uuerdon of lis woe
A", RIds the sons of cartli resumne the fray.

Anod 'uhiwe1ît tears Of an unconiscious grief

"Oe ubtle than the sorrows of the minci,
ai l(>flgiflc, shadoiws of belie

lth ings tl'at a~re iiot--or th~e solil is î)îjnd.
tchoes of far off mîusic neyer heard,

Moesweet than sodrids which tremble
thro0 ,4 1 the air,

Xo5t 8iveet of ail aLs thoiu,,h somte phiantom
bird

liad seized in son". ail laugliter and ail care.
And Perfurnod1 lusses without soil or staini

SUhas no mioitai lips haro ever pressedi,
rI'Pture boni of noither j1oy Bor p)ain,
Icleal haýrînouy anti perfc et

A BALLAI) BY CHAUCER.

The Atihenuoeeî of 9tb June last gives a
ri!report of the proceedings of the Philo-

logical Society a t a meeting held on the lst
J'Ine, at whicb Professor Skeat, Vice-Presi-
dent Of the Society, presided. The para-
"'aPh Concludes with the statement that

1Profeso» Skeat then iread and comnîentcd
or' the new ' Balade that Chaucier made,'
wlIich he had just found, and wbich is given

01 1Pirpage in the present number of the

1As the discovery is one wbich is doubt-
es a 'natter of interest to many readers of

Tu Iln EK, who will like to see the new-

~UdPOem, I have to ask you to re-publisb
eofessor Skcat's communication to the

d 0 «4n in full, and request that you will
ponh favor of printing somne observa-

" UNKNçOWN BALLAD BY CHIAUCER.

t lIt bas previously been my good for-
ti 0n more than one occasion, to draw

attention to poems by Chaucer that were

Prelv1005îY unknown.

"oý'British naval bistory bas sorne reason
ta8at Of ' the gloriaus first of June.' It
wea glorjous day for me, as 1 spent it in

'0 ""Ulting manuscripts in the British Mu-
flo' "t witbout some good resuits. In

P"rticular I went carefully through the
I""WlY.acquired MS. Addit. 34360, formeriy
à18. phiIipp5 , 9053, the very MS. wbich
001ttins the unique ultimate stanza of the

reQrkabie poem' to wbicb 1 bave given the
tia'n0 Of 'A Complaint to, ia Lady.' This

hýS as been in th hands of Sto we, of Rit-
Sor, eand of Sir Thomas Phillipps ; and the

Poera .iust mentioned was printed from it
for the Chaucer Society. It is, therefore,
ah'n05t inexplicable how the poem to wbich I

ebe PrOP 0ý to draw attention bas bitherto
eaPed observation. It bas neyer been

Pririted, and ve t, ail the wbile, any one wbo

eo"the the MSa. may see, staring bim in
teface, on fol. 21, back (formerly page

a61 title in large, bold characters, not
late than 1450, ' Balade that Chaucier

Ie 1d think I can account for it. It re-

iae Inetre is extreuiely intricate ; the copy
caeesvwritten;- and the sense is im-

Perfe0t, Owing to thé loss of two leading

aie. nd alas !in one place, of a whole
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Il Internai évidence assigna it to Cbaucer
beyond doubt. It is the 'nost complete ex-

ample that exists of bis 'nastery .over the

:acbnicalities of rbythm. It comprises three

stanzas, eacb of nine uines, in the difficuit,
metre of a part of ' Anelida and Arcite.'
But it surpasses anytbing found in that

poem, because it actually exhibits only two

rbyme-endings in the wbole poem (exclusive
o! tbe Envoy).

IA few sucb exampies occur in lloc-

cieve. 1 once drew attention t0 this, and

added that it was most unlikely tbat Hoc-

cleva invented the matre for bimself. I

baid that bie cartainly copied it from some

poe'n by Chaucer which luis îîot corne down

te us. And now, beboid, baie it is 1 It

has come down to us, and wa did not know

it. 1 now give an exact transeript, with

ail the fauits in spelling of the unique ori-

ginal. However, 1 suppiy witbin brackets

two words that are required to complete the

senisa and metre ; and I simiiarly supply the

mî4sng line by sligbtiy altering a lino

wbicb occurs in Clisucer's ' Bsald to 11ose-

iounde :

PALA, ki lE Iil CIIAU> 'i LB MAkDE.

So lîath miy lher1el caught ini rénenbratunco
Yovra beaute ho olc, anîd stidefast gn',ana

Yowre rertues al[lej ani yowro hlie noblesse,
That yoi t, ,o is sotte aLIi îy plesaîîîîe.
so wel nie likith yonre woinaîily conltenanîce,

Yore frcssho feturas anti youre coi lynesse,

'ruai, wrhileK 1 lira, miyn honrt t,, his iinay-
stresse

You biath fui chose ini trier (sic) parsoueraunce
Nec to chaunge, for ne inan', distresse.

And sitli 1 shal cie [youj ibis ob)seruluice
AI iîiy lire, witliotteii despiesatinco,

You for ti> seruL witli alilmy basynasse,
[I pray you cio te me soin1 claliatunce]
And hare iea seniwhat ini your souvenaunce.

My w'ofui liert[e] suffrith grete durasse

And [lokel iîew liuînb[lily, with ai sym-
piesse,

My ivil I conforme te your ordynaunce,
As yen hast list my peynes for te redresse.

Conisidrynglý eke, lîow I biange in balaunce
Iii your sel-vice ; snche, loe ! is iny chiaunce,

Abidyng grace, wlîan. tlîat yowre geuitihiesse
Of mly greta woo list do ailegeaunce,
And with ypure p)ite nia soin wise avaulica,

Io fui rebatyîîg of mysi hevyiîesse:
Andcl thiîîkith 1,e raison tleit wominianialy no-

blesse
Shlîud niat desire for tii do thîe ouîtrance

Ther-as she fynidith now vnbusumnesse.
LEN CYei.

Auctour o! norture, lady cf plesaunce,
Soueraigne o! beaute, fleure of wommao-

liede,
Take ye n0w hoe vno rny Jgnorîîunce,

But this receyvitîl of yowre, goodelyhede
Thynkyng that 1 liave cauîgbt in rémnbrannce
Yowre beaute hole, your stidafast gouernauiice.

IlSuggested emendations : 2, Your (for
Yowre), tbrougbout ; bool. 3, aile (two

syllables) ; by. 4, set. 5, iyktb. 7, berta

(but the final e is very siigbt>. 8, trew
(elsewbere spelt triew). 11, AI my lyf

(accent on AI). 14, souvenance (ramem-
brance, a beautiful and new word). 15,
auffreth greet . 18, omit 1er. 2 1, graci

(two syllables) ; omit that. 22, allegeaunc
means alieviation. 25, Read, And thinktb
resoun. 26, Read, desyrë for to do ; omit

the. 29, Read, fleur. 30, Tak ; myn. 31,
gcodlibade. 33, bool. I suspect that, ini

line 5 , wornanly is a substitution for wyfly.

«INote the delicate way in wbicb tbe
iast two lines of the Envoy catch up the

ccho o! the firat two bines o! tbe poem.

There is notbing so barmonious in ail Eng-

lisb literature, except the parallel case in
wbicb the very saine master repeats the line
cnding witb tbe same word rememinvzunce

at the end of bis ' 1Complaint of Anelicla.'
A.nd this consideration clinches tbe wboie

natter and precludes the possîbility that
the poem caf be spurîous.

IlWALTER W. SKEAT."

REMARKS ON TH1E EMENIJATIONS PLcOPOSED

BY PROF. SKEAT, TO BE MADE IN

"THE BALADE TU1AT CHAUCIER MADE."

The stndents of old English literature,

and especialiy ail the lovera of Cbaucer,
wili doubtiesa feel grateful to Prof. Skeat

for this latest interesting discovery hae has

mado ini the course of bis researches among

MSS. o! the British Museum. No one, 1

presume, will besitate to regard as Chau-

car's own work a poem that bears so mnucb

interoal evidence o! its autbenticity as does

this "lBalade" whicb bas thus been fortun-

ately restored to ligbt. Nor wili its beau-

ties of metrical formi and poetic expression,
so weii indicated in Mr. Skeat's communi-

cation to the Alhenoeunb, fail to receive due

appreciatioi). Iii other respects, too, the

opinions entertained and tbe suggestions

offered by so bigla an authority wili be re-

ceived witb ail tbe daferentiai regardi to

wbich they are justiy entitied. But it enu

bardly ho expectad ibat eveu the weigbî of

bis acknowledged eminence among the ex-

piorers and students of our old Engiisb
authors wili at once secure a general approv-

ai of ail the amendations and changes he

bas suggested as proper to be made in tbe

text of this "lBalade." llowever imperfect

is the manuscript copy by wbicb tbis newiy-

recovered treasure bas been preserved for

us, tbe lovais of the sweet and gentie

fathar of Englisb poetry will not too readiiy
admit every altération in it, no 'natter bow

slight that altération may ba, whicb any

person of learning and cultivated taste ini

these later days may ronfidently propose,

Altbougb few of tbe'n may bave bad the

ample opportunities for caref ul investigation,
and study of original documents wbicb the

Camnbridge Professor of Anglo-Saxon bas.

enjoyed, many o! tbe'n wiii be inclined to

question very closely the propriety o! any

change tbey may he asked to make in thei

working of a manuscript, admnitted to be

old, that contains a bitberto unpubiisbed

poem by their favourite puet. For inyseif,
1 may be per'nittad to say that 1 have

made a careful examination of ail the emeu-

dations suggested by Mr. Skeat in bis com-

munication to the Athenoeun, wbîcb is re-

printed above. And I bave come to the

conclusion tbat tbey are, witb two or tbree

exceptions, entirely unnecessary, and are,
coilectivelyi of littie value. Let us consid-

er tbem in detail, referring to them separ-

ately by tbe numerals by wbich they are

severally designated if Mr. Skeat's article.
Eacb number denotes the line, or verse, if

whicb the proposed amendment is to ha
made.

In tbe firat. verse o! the "lBalade" Prof.

Skeat bas inserted the final e, wbicb we

commonly cali mute, as an addition to the

word hert given in tbe manuscript. The

saine word occurs in two otber places in the

puera, if the seventb verse and in the fif-

teentb. In tbe last place he bas, as in tbe

first, inserted it, quite properiy, since the

metre requires it in botb tbose places. But

bie bas also suggested its introduction into

the seventb verse, where it is not necessary.
The next emendation relates to verse 3, in

wbicb Mr. Skeat directs that we bould write

your instead o! youre. Hie furtber directs
us to change this latter form in like manner

in every place if wbicb it occurs in the

Il Balade." But wby does he not aiso put


