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LORD LLANDAFF ON THE PERSE-
CUTION IN FRANCE

The thanks of the Catholic world
are due to Lord Llandaff for his mas-
terly paper in the current number of
“The National Review'’ upon the per-
secution of the Church in France. The
main facts upon which Lord Llandaff
relies in his reply to M. Combes’ re-
cent apologia are, of course, familiar
to the readers of the “Tablet” but they
are now arrayed with a lucidity which
can hardly fail to make a lasting im-
pression upon English public opinion.
At the outset we were taken back to
the passing of the Law of Associa-
tions in the summer of 1901 and shown
how most solemn pledges given by the
then Prime Minister, and author of the
law, M. Waldeck-Rousseau,were violated
by his successor. Under the terms of
that law all unauthorized congrega-
tions were to be dissolved unless within
three months they had made a formal
request for authorization. The pro-
fessed object of the measure was to re-

on the fact that the political influence of
the Congregations was hostile to the
Government. It seems to have been
felt on all hands that this was an offense
for which banishment for life was a
suitable penalty. And this view of the
Prefects was fully endorsed by the mem-
ber appointed to report to the Chamber
on the question of granting authoriza-
tion. M. Rabier said: “The action of
the Congregations is prejudicial to the
development of Republican ideas; the
disappearance of these inveterate ene-
mies of our regime constitutes the best
propaganda we can use against the re-
Action * ¥ We are politicians. Our
‘charge is to accomplish & political work
and to preserve by all means in our
power the patrimony of the Republic.”
Under these circumstances M. Combes
saved the time of the Chamber by de-
clining to consider the case of each con-
gregation separately. In his view all
of the religious orders were tarred with
the same brush, and so it seemed better
and simpler not to make any invidious
distinctions between them. He classi-
fied the Congregations into three divi-

gularize the position of the religious
orders, and not suppress them. The
request for authorization had to be ac-
conupanied by copies of the rules of the
Congregation making it,as well as by a
statement of the object for which it
was formed and a complete inventory
of all its property. Supplied with this
information the Minister of the Interior
was then in each case to consult the
Municipal Council of the district, and
to call upon the Prefeet for a special
report. After that it was to be the
duty of the Minister to draft Bills grant-
ing or withholding authorization as the
case might be. The law contemplated
a judicial decision upon the merits of
each case after a careful inquiry as to
all the facts. During the discussion
in the Chamber an amendment was
moved calling for the summary sup-
pression of all the congregations. It
was successfully resisted by the Prime
Minister on the ground that it would
defeat the whole purpose of the Bill.
When it was objected that even so the
Bill, if passed, might be used to effect
a wholesale proscription of the religious
orders, M. Waldeck-Rousseau was pro-
perly indignant. “Do you believe,”
he said, “that French Chambers, having
before them rules that are sincere and free
from dissimulation, rules that proclaim
objects philosophical, philanthropical
or of social interest, will be animated
by an absolute parti pris, and will say,
it is a Congregation, we refuse to av-
thorize it?”’ In the same debate refer-
ence was made to the Congregation of
Picpus, of which Father Damien was
a member. The Minister replied that
an order of that sort had nothing to
fear, and indeed, had no reason even to
be interested in the discussion that was
going on. The Senate ordered the
affichage of this speech and so it was
placarded in every commune through-
out France. These Parliamentary
pledges of the Prime Minister were thus
communicated and repeated, to the
electors, and as Lord LPandaff ob-
serves, may well have had considerable
influence on the general election which
took place soon after. ’

The law of 1901 had hardly been
passed when M. Waldeck-Rousseau
resigned, and was succeeded by M.
Combes. The new Minister at once
proceeded to falsify all the pledges of
his predecessor. Many of the religious
orders, reading aright the intentions
of the Government, anticipated their
fate by going through the form of ask-
ing for authorization. Others, relying
" upon the pledges of investigation given
in the Chamber, and believing that
each case would be decided upon itsY
merits, hastened to comply with all the
requirements of the law. They for-
warded copies of their rules, inventories
of their property and statements as to
the objects for which they existed. In
many cases these were, from any point
of view, so obviously beneficial to the
nation that authorization seemed al-
most a matter of necessity. This view
of the case was strengthened by the
fact that the reports of the Municipal
Councils were overwhelmingly in favor
if the Congregations. Even the Pre-
fects, whom the breath of a Minister can
make and unmake, declined to condemn.
It is true that of those who replied to
the Ministerial circular 751 were hostile,
while only 72 were in favor of the Con-
gregations, but no less than 539 re-
turned to answer. ‘“The silence of a
Prefect when a Minister questions is
significant. It is fair to conjecture that
the desire to please would have promp-
ted the answer that was expected, if
the weight of opposing fact had not
been too great’to overcome.” The rea-
sons given by the Prefects who opposed
the Congregations were very instruc-
tive. Some reported that the schools
carried on by religious orders were too
successful and attracted pupils away

sions. Even that must have seemed a
superfluous formality, For three Bills
were at once introduced denying author-
ization to each of the three classes. M.
Rabier felt constrained to admit that
certaiu services were rendered by some
of the orders, but he added: “It must
not be thought that these services of
the Orders are a sufficient tribute for
the dangers they represent.” And the
law prevailed. The arrangements for
inquiry into the merits of each case
provided for by the law were set aside,
and the Congregation of Picpus, to
which Father Damien belonged, and
which, in the words of M. Waldeck-
Rousseau, had no need even to concern
itself about the law? It perished with
the rest. Its offence was that its mem-
bers, in the vague words of the official
reporter were ‘hostile to the present
form of society and government.”

The fate of the female Congregations
was much the same. In the words
of Lord Llandaff, “some of them were
contemplative Orders, whose members
led cloistered lives, secluded from the
world, and having no contact with life
outside the convent walls save through
their prayers for France. Others bes-
towed all their time on the arduous
task of instrueting the ignorant, of feed-
ing the hungry, of nursing the sick, and
of relieving the miseries of indigence
and infirmity. All alike were doomed
to destruetion.” Schools, orphanages,
hospitals, alms-houses, establishments
for the dumb and the blind have all been
overtaken by the common ruin. And
what is the offense thus ruthlessly pun-
ished—for mere membership of an un-
authorized Congregation involves fine
and imprisonment? The offense is an
alleged antagonism to the spirit of Re-
publicanism as it is understood by M.
Combes. In the name of liberty this
persecution of opinion Is sanctioned.
We are told that the teaching orders
are ‘‘unfit trainers for free citizens;"”
that their “educational system is incom-
patible with our ideals;”” and that they
are‘‘pernicious instruments of that mon-
strous theocratic doctrine which is fatal
to our whole social and political con-
ception of which the fundamental ax-
iom is, the absolute independence of the
State of all dogma, and its recognized
supremacy over every religious com-
monion.” M. Combes tells us the con-
gregations “openly conspired with the
monarchical factions to compass the
ruin of our institutions.” TLord Llan-
daff replies: “If this means a conspir-
acy which was a breach of the law, when
was it committed? Why was it not
prosecuted under one of the provisions
of the Penal Code which deal with such
offenses?” If it means that here and
there Frenchmen have used their consti-
tutional rights as the free citizens of
what is nominally a free State to agi-
tate for a change in the form of Govern-
ment, what harm is there in that? Is
there any justification for persecution
or a reason why one set of Frenchmen
should pass laws of proscription against
another? 1If the elementary principles
of civil and religious liberty had ever
been understood by the rulers of con-
temporary France the present erisis
could never have arisen. And that
seems the main moralof Lord Llandaff’s
admirable article.—London Tablet.

An Efficient Treatment for Osatarrh

. Will first destroy the germs that ex-
cite the disease. Then there are number-
less sore spots in the mucous membrane
to be healed. Every requirement of g
perfect cure for catarrh is found in fra-
grant, healing Catarrhozone which not
only instantly kills the germs but restores
the diseased membranes to a normal con-
dition and prevents the relapse which is
sure to follow the use of ordinary reme-
dies. Catarrhozone is a scientific cure
for catarrh that relieves quicker, is more
pleasant, more certain to cure than any
other known remedy. Failure is impose
sible, lasting cure iz guaranteed. se
only Catarrhozone. Two months’ treat-

fromthelayschools; others laid stress up-

ment $1.00; trial 25c. Get it to-day.

WHATELY AND THE DOMINICANS

(By Rev. I.. C. P. Fox, O.M.1,, in Dona-
hoe’s for May)

1

In connection with St. Kevin’s Re-
formatory 1 must not omit the Earl of
Granard—who was an active member
of our committee, and a distinguished
convert,—The Bishop of Canea, Dr.
Donnelly, who spent a few days with us,
and Sir John Lentaigne,Government In-
spector of reformatories and industrial
schools. The last named was of Hu-
guenot descent, but was a fervent Cath-
olic, and had both a brother and a
son in the Society of Jesus. He,was
the owner of the ruined abbey and
former church property of Tallaght,
where Father Tom Burke, O.P., lived and
died. He wished to sell what he owned
there, and no one was more anxious to
purchase it than the erudite but bigoted
Dr. Whately, the Protestant Archbishop
of Dublin, the prime supporter of the
so-called Model and National Schools,
which boasted of the openly-avowed
object of counteracting the good that
was being wrought by the Christian
Brothers, and other Catholic teachers:
But Sir John Lentaigne was equally re-
solved that what once belonged to the
Catholic Church should not fall again
into the hands of Protestants, so he
sold it to the Dominicans, who eventu-
ally founded their novitiate there. On
the day subsequent to this sale, when
the Archbishop and some of his intimate
friends were seated in the drawing-room
of his palace in Merrion Square, a gentle-
man came into the room and exclaimed

in a loud voice, “Your Grace, Tallaght |

is sold.” “And who has bought it?”
“The Dominicans.” ‘“Ah! thoge d—d
Inquisitors,” retorted the Archbishop.
“What a calamity!’ The above anec-
dote which betrayed so vividly the anti-
mus of this Protestant dignitary was
told to me by one who was present on
the occasion, a young man named Pope,
a nephew of the Archbhishop, who soon
afterwards became a Catholic, and in
course of time a priest.

MARBLE ALTAR COMES IN FREE

—

In New York, last week, Board Nc. 3
of the United States General Appraisers
announced a decision sustaining a pro-
test in the matter of a marble altar
imported for presentation to St. James’
Pro-Cathedral, Brooklyn. The Collec-
tor of the Port assessed duty at 50 per
cent. ad valorem under the provision
for. manufacturers of marble in para-
graph 1115 of the tariff act. It was
contended that it should come in free
under the exemption in paragraph 703
for works of art imported expressly for
presentatiqn to various kinds of insti-
tutions, among which are included in-
corporated religious societies. The
board is of the opinion that the altar
should be classed as a work” of art.
The altar was ordered by Father Peter
Donohoe, the rector of the Pro-Cathe-
dral, while he was in Italy two years
ago. Hugh McLaughlin donated $15,
000 for its purchase.

A SCIENTIFIC REASON

——

Rev. Silas Swallow tells that when
he was a student at the Wyoming sem-
inary, a farmer came to Kingston, to
visit his nephew, a student there. The
uncle had some decidedly rural cus-
toms, inaluding the habit of pouring
his tea into his saucer. This greatly
annoyed the nephew, who at last said:
“Uncle, why do you pour your tea into
the saucer?’ The old farmer looked
up in surprise. Then he said, in a
loud, hearty voice: “To cool it, to be
sure. The more air surface you give it
the quicker it cools. These here mod-
ern seminaries don’t teach much sei-
ence, do they?”’

State of Ohio, City of Toledo, }SS
Lucas County :

Frank J. Cheney makes oath that he
is senior partner of the firm of F. J.
Cheney & Co., doing business in the
City of Toledo, County and State afore-
said, and that said firm will pay the
sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS
for each and every case of Catarrh that
cannot be cured by the use of Hall’s
Catarrh Cure. FRANK J. CHENEY

Sworn to before me and subscribed
in my presence, this 6th day of De-
cember, A.D. 1886.

(Seal) A. W. GLEASON,

Notary Publie.

Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken inter-
nally, and acts directly on the blood and
mucous surfaces of the system. Send
for testimonials free.

F. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O.
Sold by all Druggists, 75¢c.

Take Hall’s Family Pills for constipation

The Moore Printing Co., Ltd.
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Manufacturers of Rubber Stamps

All Kinds of Book and Job Printing
for Country Merchants o o & o

Statements, Bill Heads, Letter Heads, etc.
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ADDRESS ALL ORDERS TO—

Mail Orders receive prompt attention.

o

The Moore Printing Co., Ltd.

219 McDermot Ave.

Winnipeg, Man.

l PORTLAND
R. CREELMAN,

Ticket Agent
Winnipeg.

CENTENNIAL
ExposiTiON

“Hit the
Trail”

TO

OREGON

June 1st to October 15th, 1905.
EXCURSION RATES Via YELLOWSTONE PARK

Nature’s Wonderland.
Low Rates to All Points.

For Full Information apply to

OCEAN TICKETS.

H. SWINFORD,
(ieneral Agent

391 Main St.
— |
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BOOK, JOB & CUMMERCIAL STATIONERY
Printed in Artistic and Catchy Style
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617

Office of Publication:

219 McDERMOT AVE.
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A JURY OF GENTLEMEN

famous for their taste and style in dress
passed upon the merits of our

MADE-TO-ORDER CLOTHING

long ago. They decided, as all must,
that it is perfect in every particular.
They continue to favor us with their
orders because we have reduced tailoring
to an art and can give not only correct
fit and the best workmanship, but also
the best value.

C. L. Meyers & Co.

Men’s Tailoring - Ladies’ Tailoring.
276 Portage Ave., Opp. V.M.C.A,

Shoppin g by
Mail

You can buy from us just as safely
by mail as if buying in person. OQur
Mail Order Department is well organ-
ized and has every facility for the
prompt and intelligent execution of out-
of-town orders. We shall be glad to
answer any quegtions about goods.

THE GORDON-MITCHELL DRUG CO.
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GET YOUR RUBBER STAMPS
at the Northwest Review, 219
McDermot Ave. :
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