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was l)ased on the assumrption that the best svay to prevent fraud in tiade is to
give creditors full contrai over their insolvent debtors. It is one more illustra-
tion-unfortunately there are too miany-of the mistaken application of the
fundamiental principles of political Cconomiy.

As the wvhole ilnmber of bankruptcies has doubled, and as, at the saile
time, those on creditors' petitions have decreascd, it follows that the liquida-
tions by arrangement and the comipositions have more than douibled. 'l'le
reason of this is, as vie have jt.st seen, that creditors wvilI flot take the trouble or
do flot deemn it expedient in the great miajority of case.- to inistitute proceecbngs.
and that thesc are conducted solely in the inlterest of flhc defaulting clebtors and
of the class of solicitors and accouintants wvho devote themnsclves to this pecuiliar
kind of business. 'l'le debtor puts liimnsclf ini the hands of one of these gentle-
men, viho undertakes to set imi throulgh. l'he latter canvasses the creilitors,
expatiates tipon the cost of litigation, persuaides themn that anl amricable arrange-
ment is the hest, and obtains a sufficient ntinmhcr of pro'.ies t<i control the
meeting of creditors, îvhich is dtily called, oftent at the mnost ilienuvenient place
that can i)C chosen. Ht thcn apîpoints im,,elf trustee, and docs as lie ileases
with the estate. There îs îîo suipervision, no( pr)îver of con troI, ili a iititiig of
acrcounits even. It is îlot surprîsing, tlîen, tiînjt coiiositioiis are seldomn
effectcd, and are growing rai er andîî rn er, w'hieî liqpîidation is likcly ta lic
profitable to the canvasser. If lît 'vere t0 alloIv of a comiposition, lie wouild get
nothing for his pains. And it is tiîually little stirprisîîîg that the liquliiltiuns
shotîld yield res(iîts (lisapîpointing to the treditors. Accordingly we find lasýt
ycar that Il out Of 4,0 10 eOMlOIon(ling delîtors 1,91ri, or nearly one-baîf, îîaid
Compositions flot exceetiing 2s. (i., anîd îîrolably not averaging is. (id. in the
pouîîd, or about oîîe-fouirteenth part of the' amiount tliey owed tlieir creditors
while only fur in every lîundî cd ofFered tii paîy inore titan ha 1f of their ilelts."
And the vast increase in the coniposil iotis lias been precisely in the Nvorst
classes, Ilu fluet, those Ii which îlot iiore tlian a slin tht pouind w's paid
have increased li the nîne years over <>0 lier cenit. I bit the lqlnidaitions hy
arrangement, as vias to lhave liemiexictd show fa r greaier ilises even tilit
the comnpositions. Ilu the case of tliese %v'lîn was paid a t least wlvent to tht
creditors, for tht rcasoni, as vie have alrenad observeil, tliat it îvas nlot w orth tlic
w~hile oif agents to troile wvîtl sýtri smnall tranîsact'ionîs ;btit the liqîiiidatiuins
they uvere able tii iînpiîilate for tlîeir owîn bcenefit . Accoringly Ivc are tolîl
that Il ntarlY liatîfittlie uiltn dCbterý gave îîîî iiîliiiig mlore tilanitioigh to
defray the expeuses of crrying a resoiin allowng tlitm tiilîidat'

WC havo saidî tînt the ini'rrise iu Ile liiiboî of lKînkriipiîies lias been
exclîîsivelv in the 'omoitions amI li(I1ili;t ions; buit it has bttu min grcaler
in tht latter tlîiarî in il(th fonmîîcr, antif for lIte rcasiîî stateil aliiiîe. If auyt hinig
More viere uicil tii lrove tliit fihi, si:itý oif' t lv is the linion caiise of tll(
mîîmrhiîef, il îiiay lie fu01id iii the C.act tlîat ''IIli silie of tlic largîst i ouîilecial

ceteas L.ondoni, Miniî'hnNanchlester, &c., tlic iitîl)(i of insiilventies
iicirctselI very laluîlly tlli.oiltl thet yciiis ofI ligliest proïspierity to a pliiîl

ilnaxillil in tItller I 872 Or* I , 7 3 . Witli 1ii0 tbilel(r averaige ilîtrease thiroiigh
tht %vii st ytais to ii ( tyen r 1 87 8.'' Jhi e c<lose, therei s one. tter pint to
whiclh it is (lsiraile to direct aitemiiîmî. \ rfi to thtlic iheîî <oitrol
now ahlowedi tii t riistees over tfile tiiii<l. II'lîîh tliey ruceive. 'l'lie ('«1111tr<iller
inltînit' estiniîitus tliat filebîîlaîî<is atiallv at tf lisîiii.sal oif tristees

caniiot lue rniioh less tliani five inillions. 'l'lie interest o) tfins CentirnînS tisn<d is
lo0t4linth to tht cretiîtîrs andi tii tht plibliir, nd, îvîtis nîtîrt(, more serions,'tlierc is 1io giaraitce foîr tlic sertýirity (if the fîîuils tlîemselves. Il So long as
tht amotint of a trtistee's lisiness rolitin îles it is iiiossil le to knowv bow bis
affairs stand ; lie inay go> on fromn year ta year inaling pay'nîents on1 accouint of
oIder muatters fromn fuils reccived on accotitnt tof new niatteis, and it mlay bie
feared that tlîty iuld flot lie abît. 'if rnldtipon, to lirttitce thtc ainotînt of
ftmmds for îvbich they are acî'oîinitlile." 'This sutîrly is a state of affairs wvlîich
otmglt nnt to lie allowed t(i continue. To establislh an atidit ouf thlese accouints
ouit flot ta bie l>eyond thic ability of Parliamnent, even at tht fag end of a
session .- Salur-day Rie7iezc.

MANNERS.

Next to otîr murder cases, of which vie bave a plentifoil crop on hand, tht
great question of the day alîpears ta be, Hovi ta l)eliave ourselves? With
reference ta tHe great Hats off!1 contraversy, 1 would mere!y remiîîd those
interested that there is at this present time a remarkably vielI-bred and highiy-
trained monkey ini the city, who accampanies a street organ ; hie is the very
beau ideal of vihat a monkey should be, and is sucb an expert in this brarîch of
deportment that lie nîay be regarded as a safe exempiar, and wili prove a cam-
plete connecting iink.

I have heen set thinking about this qtuestion of manners, and have been
struck with the number of books-Guides ta Etiqutte, tbey are usualiy called
-which have been issued, and some of which it mnay be Wvorth vihile ta glance
at. Manners are the smali change of society. They are iitte in themselves,
but exceedingly usefuil in social intercourse, and also of good in representing
something of greater value. Ail of us have shining virtues and exemplary
qualities known ta ourselves and ta our intimates ; at ail events, if the latter

are flot aware of them, it is their own fanît, since vie generaîîy spare no pains
to inîpress the fact upon themr. Bot in mîxed society haîf the people are
unknowvn ta the otlier baîf, and tbe merits of ail must be taken pretty much
uipon trust. It is impossible tlîat ail should be introduced in detail xvith a
specification of tlîeir famrily dlaimrs, tlîeir social position, and the value of their
prolierty. Thius it happens that just as a very xveaithy mai cannot carry biisviealtlî about viith himi ta show everybody and convince them of its reality, SO
even very great and very good people mtust often endure the mortification ofbeîng confounded ivith the comminon herd. A mai) mnay have a million at bisluanktr's, and yet ctit a nidicîdlotis figure for viant of a fevi cents ta pay a car
fart, vihereas aIl the sniall change necessary for that purpose viauld have been
stifficient ta satisfy ail tue requirenrients of the manient. And in order ta meet
a like state of tlîings, society lias adopted the small and useful currency vihichvie eal Il Manners." Tîîese are bardly of amîy intrinsic vaiue, but the possession
of tlîem indicates a great deal. lt is accepted as evidence of sometbing
behind, of a btilk of social position of ivhicb these are the samples, the con-
ventent "lchange " aiways ready ta lîand.

As to tht Gtiide-books îvbich 1 bave sîloken of, the first thing that strikesvot about mnost of themn is, wvhat a nîaiînerless set of people tbey are supposed
ta iick into shiaîe. Who are the folks whli Ivant ta be told tlîat they ought flot
to putt their knivts into their mouths, or ta eat xvith a ioud, snorting noise like
horsts, or to scuiffie their feet under tht table-or on it ? 1 suppose they exist,
and i f they dIo, they certainly ivi,1i be ail the more pitasant in tompîany fromcorreeîing these habits. Ili fact, if tlîey are ever ta make any figure in society,
they mui do so. They niay have done everything,nade maoney, got pro-
perty, or aclieved famle; butt it is flot of the SI litest beip unltss tbey arelirovilet îvith tht smiall change of " mnanners," fresh from tht mint of Fashion,and with tht trtue social rnîg abotut thtmi.

'l'ie mîext qutestion is, IiVho inakes the inantiers by which society isi-egutlatetl ? lFor tlic niost piant, 1 suippose they resemrbit T1opsy, in tiîat tlîeyhlave " groîved." Somte hiave " grnoved " otit of iattîral courtesy, dictattd bygond feeliîîg - sorte ouît of mente conveniemîce, and otiiers otut of slîeer surprise.
Iii ail civili/t(l society, it is inevitdile that defetence anti attention should bt
îîaid toii 'ile, anîd a natturai instinct woriid dictat hoîv tins shîouid be dont.'l'lie sailne instinct uvotilt i alle Ont ta show courtesy ta others, and taendcavotîr ta lie agretable. Tlhis is plain sailing - but thiere is mucli beyoiîdtitis, andt it is when you tomle to the strict lavis and stern belltsts of "ltht bestSoîciety " tîpomi tht veriest trilles tit the novice fimîds hiniself uttenly at fait,,anti letrays blis iioverty-so fat' as lineedimig gots. Instinct is ttteriy at fatihie. Thitre is mia viii> iur ivhierefore for lînîf thiat is tdonc. They seem
itters tif indiffernie, ic tai ry ititiier îuîaise for ding lion cenisure foronliti ig. 1\i1d yet tht ilPil ancý totf fileti, Ivhich niay avertake tlie best-iay,tht iiost gflteîl andi the mlost gelit]e ',attires iii thît w'orid, carnes sith it a kind
tff'ihim, s au mPerfect i. W'îti thît lrolier kmioIvedge the fool may be atblis Case, amni vitiolit it tie Wvise iaui is often ptut ta shaiie.

It wotild lie a mîistake tu supiutise tiîat aIl the trivialities vihicbl constituteminiiers are li.sed on capurice alîîte. Sanie have a very solid fouindatiomi inclinveliience an(i s(iund semise. 'Fiere are Sound reasomi 5 for liiosi of the cam-îîiiîated noies for leaving camtIs, for making cails, anîd for tiiiiotr-tabie tîqtîtte.'l'li tard bias coule ta pliay a very important part iii society. ht often dotsity (tir tile persou vhose miue it beurs, and saves ai immntse deal of troubleiti aîvful Ivuste of titnt by iîeimîg judiciottsiy , ltft." To show ail that itimîvolves it is amîly necessary ta nmention thut in ont of those said books onetiqtmettt aver tvienty plages are dtvottd to tht nîysteries of ltaving cards.'['is is, imi fact, an art, amîd ont that beconies more and* more diffictuit everyday. As ta dimîners, puarties anîc receîtions-anytiing ranking above SamXVelItr's Il leg of fitutton sviarry "-tht details ta be mastered colistitute ahuberai edmcatiami. 'lO tut sulienficial these details often appear siiîy ; but asthîey are adoîuted ta save trouble, ta avoid offence, ta lîromote enjoyment, taplut everybody at thîcir ease, and ta ensttre the success of social meetings, eventheir triviality rises into implortamîce.
'Ibere art, liovever, somne points abotut "Imanners " which are flot onlytrivial but siiiy. Lt is camforting ta tik that in tlîest ahsmrd tnifles tht Frenchgo mtîch ftmrtber tban vie do. XVith tbem it is an affence ta open a table-napkin beyond certain folds, and it must be laid across tht knee in an arbitraryfashiion. Btmt tliese are amang tht caprices viili aie adapted as lemanners."?

I suppose aul nations have them, and tlîat, if vie only kntw it, tuent is a politeand a vclgar viay of feeding on vihaie's hitîbber and eating dirt pies. Butthough there is no reason in many things vihich are " right," it is viell ta knawhavi ta practice them. Yau cannot argue tiîem out in every companly; thebest plan .is to learn whuat is expected of you, and ta accept it viith unquestion-ing acquiescence. Ont of the -guide-books says : " Tbey cannot be violatedviith impu nity. Good society is by noa means tender-hearted ar mercifil; itrevenges itself most pitilessly on tht paon victim viho thraugh ignorance; oncarelessness infringes any of its laws." Tht very fact that these lavis rest ingreat measure on no better foutndation than caprice gives them an authorityabove ail othen lavis. They must be obeyeU, because they must be obeyed.This is the vihole sutm of the matter, and vihen vie remember that the bulk of


