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when the Cooncil directs you not ta, you get into bad favor with
every one ; and I think it is only right that ve should have
certalin rules for competition that should be followed by every
one ; and tiis is merely a proposition that a Committee look
into the matter and draw up a resolution that should be put
be(ore the whole Association and have it voted upon.
. Mr. Gouinlock: I quite agree wlth the proposer and seconder
that this is a very important matter, and one that should be
taken up by the Association. But I understood there was a
Committee appointed for titis purpose last year, and I sould
like to hear from them. (Laughter). There is no use in appoint.
ing Committees if they are not going to attend to their work.

Mr. Curry: There seems to be rather a misunderstanding
about this question. I read a paperlast yearon "Competitions,"
and as a result somebody moved that the Council should take
the matter up and formulate a scheme for a competition. i
don'r remember the motion being made ; no doubtr i was made,
but up to yesterday moming I did not know there was any such
motion made. I suppose that is the position of other members
of the Council on tiat question.* You must remember tise Coun-
cil bad a very large amount of very special business during the
past year, and largely on tbat account, if on no other, the thing bas
been neglected. Another thing, the Council is not in a position
to dictate what members shall do. They are only in a position
te lay down ruies as far as necessary, and the fewer the better.
We should try to arrive ai something like L harmonious opmion
as te sewat the members themselves think they should do, and
wiatever sve agree to should be the the views of the majority, so
tbat those who don't agree will be fewv, and there will be sufi-
cient numbers in the Convention to speak rather unfavorablyof their action, so tiat they may sec it is not proper. Compett.
tions are instituted with the object of securing superior designs,
generally by those who lunon nothing whatever as to howv they
should be conducted. The result is that a lot of inferior designs
are received, and possibly the best, or second or third best of
them is carried out. Now, conditions should be se worded
that any architect who respects himself and his profession will
enter; but generally the contrary is the case. The Council
should deal with tbis matter, because they have authority tu
carry out their decisions. After ail, while there is a great deal
to bu said against competitions, there are some things in their
favor. They afford opportunities for bringing young men of
ability into promimence. It is much better for a young man to
win a competition than te spend histime log-rolling and hunting
around for work by ail manner of trickery-which I am sorry to
say is only too prevalent ; and a man who wins his place de-
serves it. One of the points to be considered is the question of
experts. One expert is not satisfactory in many cases ; no mat-
ter how sincere he may be, it is almost impossible that be sbould
be fair, there are se many points brought up and se many differ-
ent ways of looking ai a thng. - An expert in construction will
consider plans from this point of view, and an artistic man will
perhaps neglect to look into construction ai all. I think there
should bu three experts, so as te balance up and have as ncariy
a correct and fair test as possible. I think thrce would do better
tban five. It would bu a benefit not only te us but ta proprietors
to have the competitions etder the management of the Associa-
tion. It is te our interest to have the very best designs built.
Buildings which are made from second-rate or third-rate plans
are not a fair statement of our professional ability. As matters
are now, the best men invariably remain out of competitions.
Our inerests are really identical with those of the proprietors ;we ail riant the best designs, and I think it would bu possible to
secure a set of fair conditions.

The President : Is it your pleasure tbat a resolution of this
kind be adopted, or tiat the matter be left in the hands of the
Council, to bu taken up aI their leisure, and to prepare a set of
model conditions for the next Convention ?

The President: Is it your pleasure tit a resolution of tiis
kind be adopted, or theat the matter bu teft in the hands of the
Council, to bu taken up at their leisure, and to prepare a set of
model conditions for the next Convention ?

Mr. Gouinlock: If the Council are not overburdened with
work i think that would bu acceptable. This is a matter tiat
ought to be attended t very son. There were a number of
competitions last year, asd we received notice not to compete-
with ail of which i complied.

Mr. Gambier-Bouisfield : The conditions of these competi-
tions would prevent any man who respects himselfzand his pro-
fession from going Imo them-such, for instance, as the
recent Montreal Board of Trade one. i suppose the majority*of
us had decided, before se got our notice, not to go mto il.
Twenty-six Canadian archiects have gone into it, but not one
member of this or the Quebec Association. (A voice-" Are you
sure of tbat?") it is suggested that somte who have gone in are
members of this Association. Ifso, I can only say I am very
sorry for them ; but I think sve al know what kînd of ien those
are. It shows how important it is for our Council to keep their
eyes open to tiis sort of thing. Tisat motion brought up by Mr.
Curry, of shovingt1 the public thai t is to their nterest tihat
competitions should bu arranged on prolessional rules, is very
important ; and I think it would bu well if tiat was brought
prominently before the notice of the Council.

Mr. Jarvis: I consider that is the very reason why proper
conditions should bu published and let the public knnseo w wat

would bu the best thing for thiemnselves. They often get up con-
ditions among theiselves, and it is through their own ignorance
that we are not allowed te go into competitions; whereas ifthey
were better infornied swe might ail go n for it and they should
be agreeable to accept our conditions.

Mr. Curry : Would this Convention be agreenable to the
decision of the Council ? (Hear, hear, and applause).

Mr. Burke: I am sure the Council weould be very sorry to
have the feeling get abroad tiat they are trying to choke down
competitions, and ail this sort of thing. The Council have per-
haps four or five times the information regarding these con-
petitions that the outside members have. We have corres
ponded wîth the instigators.of the competitions ; and if they
bave been in the saine place, wc have gone to see them, and
head many meetings with them; and i don't thinkI that any
member ougite ta feel tiat we are trying to choke down the
thing when we send them a notice advisng them not to con-
pete. We have weighed the matter fron every point of view,
and done all we could as a Council to influence those parties to
institute a competition in a proper tari. (Applause).

Mr. Townsend : There is one strong reason tiat should
weigh with members-that a competition is advertised as open
to all architects of the country and the public get the idea tiat
the competition is between ail the architects of the country,
whereas in reality an unfair competition is only between the
very poorest architects of the oountry, and resuls very unfavor-
ably upon the profession. For that reason the Council are
bound to place as forcibly as possible before the members the
obje' tions to any competitions liat are offered.

Mr. Balfour : Did yen notify the Secretary of the Montrea
Board of Trade tisat the conditions of their competition were
not satisfactory to ibis Association ?

Mr. Townsend : We isad a large correspondence with them
as ta the conditions that would bu satisfactory te us before se
issued the notice.

Mr. Burke : i think if Mr. Balfour isad read the CANADIAN
ARcilTECrT AND BUILDER bhe would have seen that.

Mr. Langton : The Council issued instructions on the basis
of rules that we ail agree were not honorable; but if in connec-
tion with that we are ta take Mr. Currys doctrine that the
advice issued by the Council is not necessarily binding on mem-
bers, I soould think it would be better if ire had a set of rules
to which we ail subscribed (hear, hear), for the purpose of tiis
Association is to a large extent vitiated if see do not follow out
the advice the Council sends to us. Hear, hear).

Mr. Balfour : We have a Council who can iake ibis matter
up and weigh it properly. They will net be worked as hard
next year as they have been the last. By ail means leave it in
the bands of the Council; they have had experience in the mat-
ter. I for one have felt that i would not on any consideration
enter into competitions tiat have been offered, on the conditions-
placed before us ; and I think good cause bas been shown in
the most of them tiat we have been invited to enter.

Mr. Dick : The Council might prepare draft conditions, send
a copy to every member, and have iim return them with his
remarks and suggestions. The Council can then laite the mat-
ter up again and complete their work and issue the conditions.
If not satisiactory. they can bu brought up at the next Conven-
tion and deait with. They might bu put into snch a shape that
they would be satisfactury for this year, and any serious defects
could be remedied a ycar from now.

The President : Do you make a motion to thai effect?
Mr. Dick : No; let tbat be understood.
The President : Is it the pleasure of the Convention that thiis

resolution be withdrawn and tisat it stand as an instruction to
the Council?

"Yes."~
The resolution was therefore adopted.
The session then closed.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The President: Our first business isa paper by Mr. Gambier.

Housfield on
ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION.

This paper excited quite a discussion as te the draft curricu.
luin which had been discussed in Council.

MEMUE1tRS' TITiES.
igr. Burke: On the matter of uniformity of designaiion or

title, iwe have noticed some architects calling themselves one
thing, and sosie another. Now, I think we should as an Asso-
ciation ail have lIe saime title oi our cards or letter heads-not
"R.A.," because tiat might bu construed " Royal Acadernician";
and we do not want te bu considered registered architects just
yut. The Council thouglt it would se best ta put on our letter

iads "Member (or members) of hlie Ontario Association of
Architects."

Mr. Rastrick: Not the initials?
Mr. Burke: No; in full. The Couîncil thought the imtenbers

should adopt a uniform plan-not one say " R.A." and another
"M.O.A.A."-not initiais, but the full title.

Mr. Gambier-Bousficki : There is tiis ta bu said about the
matter-it brings the Association into prominen:e, and that is
one of the great things we wvant to do. Ve want to show that
it is a live, active body, and the more ire can bring it before the
public, the better aur interests will bu served.

The President : Tiat is a very good point of Mr. Iurl's.


