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CHOOSING A GOVERNMENT LEADER

tters Now Under DIacssinon at Ottawa Affect Parties as
Well as Individuals--Deelelea on Fiscal Policy

Must be Reached

(Special to The MocUwy Timnes)
Ottawa, December 18th, 1919.

HE poliîcal world waa turned into a turmoil this we
by the news that Sir Robert Borden had decided to re-

n as Canadian prime minister. While a few of bis inti-
ýte friends knew tbat bis health was sucli tint an early re-
emeut vas lîkely, yet the usual wlseacres at Ottawa were
prepared for the announcemnt. The. tacts are that the.
al decision was not taken until a weelc ago, miter Sir
bert had visited MouVreal and been thoroughly exaniined
a tamnous physician. His advîce was so imperative that
prime mainister must drop out ot the. turnil of politica,

lie wa% flot to suifer a complet. breakdown, that Sir
brt at once decîded to resigu, and se iuformed his col-.
ýgues.

Who WiII Suceeed?

That Sir Rcobert's retirement at the present juncture will
the, political pot falrly aeething la undoubted. There la
outstandlng figure in the. government or in parîlament

io eau step into has shoes ami wltb certalnty hold the. gov-
suxent supporters together and command the. reapect of the.
wntry. If Sir Thomas White had reniained iu the cabinet
d lied his old-time viger 4h. would wlthout doulit b. the
oice; lie may returu lu any case, aithougli le lias infornied
3 closest ionda he is out of polities for good. If evei
ere was a time for sane, steady leadership it la uow,

Thon. is a growing feeling tint there will b. an election.
-i eleetion miter ail might dlean the atmispher.. That the.
w farmers' and labor party would b. a powerful element.
net the domiuating factor in a uew houa. lu certain. There
e mauy predictions that Hou. T. A. Crerar will b. the. next
'mme Minister of Canda, ami judging l>y the way the wlnd
blowing, ti is no idle guess.
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UNION U V QUIFEE UIIPLTE

Constitution of New, Organization lias Mtany Innovations-
Geod Support Indicated b,. First Convention

iSpeoial to J e <cirvlme.

'Montreal, Decemiber 16, 1919.

T HAT the, province of Quebec, wh.ich was the birthplace
cf the Union of Canadian Municipialities, shuuld be

the. unly province (exeept Prince Edward Island) that did
not possesa a provincial union, svem strange. It 18 true
that sucli a body was organizedl some years agu, but it died
a natural denth, for there -,as nuo crne sufficiently interested
ini thie work after M.%ajor Papineau wenit oiverseas, and suo left
the secretaryship vacant.

Ilowever, a eýmal mneeting of local mayors decided thnt
sucli a union was iiecessa.ry, and a provisional committee
cailedl a two-days' convention ini Muntreal, for Monday and
Tuesday this week. The city authorities ruse to the occasion,
and not only ailowed the. use of the council chaniber, but
also invited ail the delegates te attend a banquet on Monday
evenlnig. Evidently the. psychoiugical moment had arrived,
for over 380l delegates regisitered, from somne 220 ut the
varleil municipalities that rr found in the. province.

Fees Based on Assesisent

O)n Monday mnorning, the. p)roviSiOnal commiittee dis-
cussed thie constitution, which coentains somne very radical
ideas, flot fouid in thnt ot any otiier provincial union, First,
the, tees are net bitsed upon population, as elsoviiere, but on
the. aaaessed value of the. municlpality, whicli iq qulte an
innovation, and la clalmed to lbe more eqlultahle.

Tiien the. constitution calie for a board ot trustees, who
isal net necesarnly bie municipal officials, but men of ne-

knowledged standing, and tiiese are electe-d for a te.rn of
years, se as te seur. tliat permanence that lias prov.d su
necessary, because (it ita absence, in other simllar bodies.
Thua, it is understood, means that incorporation will b.
sougit.

The. question ot vbat the tees siiould bc vas argued at
length, but it vas finally declded te malce the. minimum $10,
and the. maximumi, $2N, s0 tint even the. siallegt rural
municipallty miit not find it toe expensive te become a
inemb4er.

Ans Information Bureau
Tien a tuntiier, and very strilcing tenture, la the. creatien

et the. executive committee into a bodly that shall b. a source
of information te the. munlcipalîties tint bocome members.
The cemmittee viii give, or secure, legal, engineering, finan-
cial, or othor advice for ita membera, the. aim b.lng to save
the sanl mnincipalltles from heavy expenses, such as send-
ing <leva lawyers te the. legleRlatun. at Quoece, or being
mlmled by unakilful ongineena.

The election of officers resulted as follov:-
Patron, Hon. Walter Mitchell, Minuster of 'Municipal

Affaira; hion. presqideat, Mayor Martin, M.L.C., Mentreal;
hon. fIrEt vice-presiderat, Mayor Henri Lavigueur, Quebec; lion.
second vlce..pneuident, Mayor Whiite, K.C., Sherbrooke; ion.
treasunen, C. A. Furs., Montreal; president, Mayor Josephi
BeatÈbien, (lutremont; finit vice..prealdent, Mayer Alexandre
Tiiurber. Longueuil; second vire-pres lent, Mayor Il. T. Bou-
cliard, Ste. Hyacintheo; third vice..prealdent, Mayor P. W.
MeLagan, Westmount; ueenretary-trensurer, Mayor R. Prieur,
Polute..aux-Tremblea.

Board ot Directors-Mayor A. E. D'Artels, Farnan;
Mayor Archanibault, Hull; Aid. Brodeur, Montreal; Aid.
Nault. Grand'Mere; Fred, Wright, Can~uMunicipal Jour-
nal; Mayor Lareque, Ste. Zotique; Aid. Bedard, Quel>..; AId.
Bruelle, Ciiambly; Mayor Paria, St. Juin, Deucilloua;
Mayon Lefebre, St. Piip; Mayor Raymond, Sixteen Island
Lake; Aid. Verge, Quebec;, Mayor A. B. 4lunt, Bury; Aid.
Jos. Rheault; Mayor L. Magnan, Plosslville.

On Tuem.day afternoon Mr'. Morin expinined the. wonklng
ot the. new Municipal Act, anawerlng numereus questions.
In thse evenlug, Harry Bragg, ot the. Canadian Municipal
Journal, gave a talk on "Hoiiaing and Blunis." Dr. Nadeisu,
Provincial Director of Reuslng, aise gave a long addreuu.


