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the distinctive capabilities of machine guns have~ to be shown. How-
,ever, His Excellency fired a few. rounds with good effect and then about
5o cartridges were expended, the resuit of which was subsequently -re-
ported by the marker, when he returned from the butts, ta be 40 hits,
eight of which were bulls. Lord Alexander Russell then suggested that
the gun should be pointed at a mark in the snow somewhat to the left
of, but equidistant with, the target. T1his was dune, and about 240
rounds were fired quickly. The effeet was surprising, and to aIl appear-
ances most deadly, and we consider it was the best proof that bas been
.given of the capabilities of the Nordenfeit. Captain Douglas, who fired
thte gun, infornied us that he l)urposeIV left it unclamped, in other words
the traversing gear was free, and we observed the tendency of the gun in
rapid firing ta work ta the left by the action of the lever, tvas compen-
sated in bringing it back sharply ta the cocking position, thus slightly
mnoving the breech action to the left, or the muzzles of the barrels ta the
right, at the saine tinte there was a slight obscillatory movement in the
gun which threwv a cantinuous stream of bullets in an area of about 3o
feet across thie front by about 15 or 20 in the line of fire.

Iwas rernarked by ane of the colonels present that a cat with ils
nine lives could flot have lived a minute under such à murderous fire.
Altogether the exhibition wvas a rnost successful one, and wve trust that
the courteous and energetic agent of thc company wilI not leave the
Domninion without having the s2tisfaction of knowing that his persistent
and untiring efforts have been rewarded with success. If there aie yet
any militarv officers in Ottawa who do not appreciate the good points of
the Nordenfeit it is through no fault of Captain D)ouglas. \\e regret
extremely ta learrn that Major-General Sir Fred. Middleton was pre-
vented by indisposition froni being present.

A Night Sîght for Ordnance.

s IR M1. ARMSTRONG & CO. have recently brought out a night
sighî which is illustrated in Engineering for March ii, w'hich says

of il: "An alignmnent is ob.ained which is easily discernable by the eye
under ail degrees af dusk or darkness, is capable of even mare accurate
adjustment than the usual day sighit, and is so arranged that even on the
(larkest night in which ire is passible, the observer's eye is in no way
fatigued or blinded by the illuminated points. The sight is made in
several forins according ta the purpose for which it is applied. When
uscd ith the director far discharging guns fromi a central position or for
the sighting positions in turrets or barbettes, light is' îranstiiued by
reflection froni an electric lanpl through two sinall spherical lenses where
it cancentrates in îtvo minute and easily adjusted points of Iight. For
the torpedo director used for discharging torpedoes and for direct use
with larger guns, îwo îainps are eniployed, while for smaller guns such as
Hotchkiss and aLLer 3-paunders and 6-pounders, two separate sights,
cach with iLs lamip, take the place of the ordinary day sight. As ntost
warships are now fitted with the electric light the application of these
sights is arranged in connection with the lighî circut. A short length of
'vire with a terminal in a convenient position close ta the gun or director
enables the sights to be illurninated as desired. The purposes for which
these sights are applicable are for directing instruments for discharging
guns and torpedoes eilLer on board ship or in forts and coast batteries;
for ordnance generally afloat and ashore, and for position finders and
observation mines.

Correspondence.
The Editor desires it distinctly understood that he does not bold himself responsible for the opinions

expressed by correspondents.

FAIR PLAY.
To thie .Ritor of t/te Canadian Amitia Gazette.

I see the Iniperial govertinient intend giving a clasp ta each volunteer actually
under fire during the North-west rebellion. Is this quite fair to thase who under-
went the sane lardships, andi who perforned ail duties, and Nwere in reality doing just
as niuch in quelling the rebellion as those miore fortunate ones a few milles fart4ler ta
the front . Take B anid1D comnpanies of the MNidland, which were left at Clark's Créssing,
hecard every gun fired, and were ordered up ta assist General Middleton, inarched 45
miiles in one day and a-half, arrivcd just after the battle was over, helped ta take thc
wounded down to the boat, buried the dead in the zarebia and were with tbegeneral
froin tat lime, also spent 12 days and] 13 nights on board the Noy-ilicte, flot nowing
what miinute they nîighî hae been ire.]on. These two comipanies were without doubt
supports ta the gcneral's columin, and are these to Le passe.] by with the clasps. Take
the London or 7th battalion; these nien worked like slaves day and] night ta get to the
front; is Ihere no decoraton for theni? Again take the 351th an.] the balance of this
battalion, 1 for get its nuniber, niaking after friend Pia.l>oî, they too will Le passe.] by.
1 anafrai.] if this unfair clasp is only given ta those few who were miore fortunate and]
who did nfot have any mare duties to perfornm than those in the rear, aur volunteer
force will flot he so afixious ta coime forward again.

K. K.
(W~hite granting ail that K. K. dlaimis for those who wcre flot foritunate enaugh ta

get in(o action, we would once miore explain that what lhe asks for is simiply imipas-
sible. The Queen's. Regplations, frained long before this canipaign, point out very
uinristakeably the limits ai an award of clasps.-i.]
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SUALLBORES.
Ta thte Editar of thte Canadian Militia Gazette.

DEAR SIR,-Your editorial of the 17th March on this subject revives some aid
ideas, but would you explain ta us bow a Snîder teaches "accuracy" as, well as a sniall-
bore? accuracy in record, holding and observation. When did Snider shots keep
records ai their shouting, use verniers, observe wind and light and other changes; was
it flot afer smallhore mnen hied taught their use? What teaches a man ta hold steady
and] plumb ike shooting ai 1,000 yards?

Look at the history of the last twenty-five years and] see if it is flot the "1small.
b)ore" men who have made shoaîing what it is ta.day in Englan.] and] Canada. Prac-
lice nîay have fallen off to-day in Canada, but I suspect it is because of the persistent
"Lamniering down " on the part ai a certain sel.

On the cantrary, I believe smiallbore shooîing shoul.] Le encourage.], the original
objection, whicb was ils price, is now remToved; the cost ai smiallbore rifles is nearly
the saine as that ai the military weapon.

However, 1 coniess myseli ta bceA SNIAILBORE StbaT.

* 1'TUE RESISTANCE OF S5NOW TO BULLErS.

To t/te Editor- ofte Canadian Mfi/itia Gazette:
DEAR SIR,--As an 01(1 riflemian I' ver), naturally feit a gua.] deal ai interest in

Major Anderson's proposai ta try by actual experinient the amount ai resistance weli.
packed snaw would offer ta tLe passage ai a bullet. Taking advantage, therelore, of
the trial ai the Nardenfeit gun On the 25th inst. at the Rideau rifle range, when several
hundre.] rounds ai Martini ammunitian were fire.] in the presence oifI-is Excellency,
the Governor-General and General Lord Alexander Russell, camimanding the forces
in British North Amierica, I1liroceede.], imineiliately the firing ceased, ta carefuily
examine the surface ai the snow in arder ta trace the course ai the bullets and deter.
mine as far as passible the degree ai penetratian; this, however, I foun.] more difficult
than 1 anticipated, the surface ai the snowv being frozen, and farnîing wbere the shots
struck a crust so strong that I was uinable without a shovel ta remove it. One thing
wvas pretty clear, an.]fliat was that the tlegree ai penetratian was Iess than usually sup-
pose.] as I picked up seven Martini bullets lying uipon the surface ai the snow which
had cut just under the surface and, camning out after traversing a distance ai not more
than four feet ironi the point ai impact, were comipletely spent.

Lord Alexander Russell, who ha.] watched the firing of the Nordenfelt with grent
interest, subscquently suggeste(l that trial shoul.] be made Law far a bullet %vould pene-
traie a bank of j)acked snow and] ice. In order to ascertain what coul.] Le donc ini
this direction, Major W. 1. Anderson an.] iyseli, provîded with a Snider rifle and]
amimunution andi a snow shovel, wenîta îLte Rideau range this afternaon, and after
firing int snow banks in variaus places and] ai différent consisîency, found that in liard
l)acke( snaw, mixedI with ice, but not liard enough ta prevent digging mil wiîh a
sheet-iron shovel, a bullet did nfot penetrate more than about 4 feet; in pcriectly dry*
slitov, 1 acked by natural drift, but capable aiflbeing easily, crushed in the han.], a bullet
l)cnetrate(l about four fiet, an.] in lo)se driited dry snow iess than seven feet, îhoughi
liredI fromi points only twenty or thirty yards dlistant.

Immne(liately behin.] the target (ai canvas), whîch ia.] beeti use.] for the Norden-
felt gun practice, wvas a liank ai snow nixed wih ice, tbis was careiully, remiove.], and]
enilied<led therein we foua.] severat-of the Martini bullets fire.] on the 251h inst., these
Lad petictrate.] a little over 4 fect, very littlte, if any, fardher than Snider bullets fire.]
nt a distance ai 200 yards during aur experimienîs ihis aternoon. The ballets in cvery
case wcre taken out perfectly uninjure.], with the marks ai the rifle grooviiig very con-
spicuous. The Martini bullets wvere encasel in ice, thus showing that îhey inlust havc
been very hot when stopped 1b, the snowbank.

Trusting that the experinienîs deîailed above niay be interesting ta yaur readers.
Iarn, &c.,

WVzI. WHî IE.
OttaWat, 29th March, 1887.____________

Queries and Replies.
DISQUAI.IFIEL> TEAMS D.R.A.

Q. 1 was recently tld, fithatsanie îeains were disqualified in tLe "Gzowski" or
"British Challenge" matches ai Iast year; on reierence ta the repart, il is found tliat
tLe subject is not ineriione.] at aIl. Were any teanis disqualifie.] in those matches, and]
if so, why? AN INQUIRER.

A. The Sixth Fusiliers team was disqualifie.] because one ai the men %vas prove.]
La have flred mare than the numl>er of shots allowed by the regulations. This dis.
qualification, however, made fia change in the prîze winning teams.-EL).

TRE ASSUMPTION OF- BREV'ET TITI.ES.
Q. An officer hlIds the rank ai Brevet Major in the militia, with the substantive

rank ai Captain in bis regiment. How should Le sign Lis naine la documents, which,
while fiat regimental, are stil i nilitary? RANK<.

A. Q. R. Sec. 2 1 par. i says: "The rank, and] corps ai officers are in aîl cases ta
be added allier their signatures." This wouid seeni ta inply flhnt the signature shoul.]
be (e.g.) A.B., Captain and] Brevet Major, io5tL Baît. But ibis probably anly refers
ta officiaI documents. There are cerîainiy precedenîs in favar ai bis signing A. B.,
Major, and] as le hoids inilitia rank as major Le wouid alw.ays be entitle.] lu Le style.]
Major B.-Ed. ___________

Regimental Notes.
We wish to pubiish information respecting ail the do,*ngs or ail corps. Aili the afficers interested,

particularly at a distance, assist us by having news relating to tiieir corps promptly forwarded?)
Montreal.-Lieuts. Labelle, OstelI, hleLer, Laframboise, Desnoyers an.] Mac

kay ai the 65th BaIl., have gone ta St. John's Inianîry, School ta îmss their examina-
lions during tbis prescrnt special course. These officers, we underslan.], have been
studying very Lard dîîring tLe last three monîhs under Stafi.Sergt. Gauthier (ex-
insîructor fromn St. Jobn's), andi we have no doubt tbey will return deligbîed with the
resuît ai their experience in St. John's.-RAm RoD.

Wizmipeg.-The o0th club, wbich was organize.] sanetinie ago in tLe înîerests ai
the 901h baîtalian, bansnmade a most crecilable niove îowards encauraging rifle shooting
this year. Sometinie ago il was decide.] ta offer for teain competition, a Landsome
rifle tropby ta be shot for annuaily b>' the- several companies oi the battalion. Lieut.
Brougbaîl, tLe secretary, wroie ta Capt. Clark, ai tLe 9oth, who is representing Mani-
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