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ATHILETIC

The final match for the championship
of Canada which was won by the Mont-
real A.A A from the Ottawa A.A.C. has
been the occasion of a good deal of dis-
cussion and no little feeling.

This is mainly attributable, if not ex-
clusively so, to the ‘“bete noire” of so
many of our sports—the betting fraternity
—and does not, as far as I know, repre-
sent the feclings of the plavers or their
true friends. " The matter would hardly
be worthy of notice hut for the fact that
the Ottawa correspondent of the Montreal
Gazetfe scems to have been carried away
by the extent of his losses, or by the ex-
pressions of others who have suffered in
this way, and to have written to his paper
in a strain which could not possibly serve
any good end, and might have a very un-
fortunate tendency to create a hard fecl-
ing hetween Montreal and Ottawa athl tie
circles if the bond of union between the
two, and the strong friendly fecling of one
for the other, was not so firmly established
as hot to be casily shaken.

‘The power of the press is very great,
and may casily be used to arouse or in-
tensify a spirit of jealousy and il will
wiich it may be found «xtremcly ditficult
to allay or dispel altogether, Tt s most
unfortunate then, and not very wise for a
paper as influential as the Montreal Ga-
lor the

the results of the 6nal match

hockey championship.

satisfactory one, irrespective of the winner,
was almos a feregone conclusion owing to
the condition of the ice Fefore the struggle
began, snd the result justified the antici-
pations,  Matters were not improved by
the leng delay which occurred betore the
M.ACAAL team appeared on toe siene, as
owing to the temperature, the ice was
perceptibly getting worse all the time,
There was  excuse, however, for their

or even to fit on a new skate. Much
talk was indulged in by those interested
in the result of the game, at the referce
not in<isting upon greater dispatch on the
part of M.A.ALA. members in resuming
the game after the interruptions of  this
description. 1 fail to sce, however, what
he could do unless appealed to by the
0O.A.AC. men, and then he could only
have remonstrated, but he was not asked
to do so.

A simple rule would prevent the poss-
ibility of a referee being cailed  upon
to excrcise his judgment in this matter,
and would have a tendency to muke
things run more simoo:hly,

T o:¢ who critized Mr. Arnton, and his
rulings, did so witi.out any just cause, and
[ am sure none will admit this more
readily than the membars of the O ALACL
team.

The facts of the case aprear to be, as
far as the match is concerned  that the
MAAA manazed to get together fora
final effort the strongest combimation 0!
hockey players that have ever been upon
ice —magnifisent specimens of athetic
humanity they were too—and i they had
all been v good training and cond . tion,
they would probably have proved too stro g
for ary team in Canada without any
breathing spaces. They were fortunate
enough to take the first goal, and availing
themsclves of accidents of one kind or
another managed to help through those
of their number whose wind is not just

R © O twhat icused to be when they were play-
zette 10 adopt the strain it did in reporting . ' ) P
2 g regularly.

The game was played, waslost and won.

cand probably no more would h.wve been

delay in getting to work, as they had only
arrived in the city by speaial train between

6 and 7 p.m.

Theresults of the evening demonstrated

- Cheard ot it, if it had not been for that most
Ihat the game was not to prove a- ) )

objectionable clement atluded to before,
the bet ting fraternity, wha do so much to
injure true sport, and who if they have
their way may soon reduece hockey to
almost as Jow a level as baseball, where
the unpire not infrequently gives his de-
cision almost at the nsk of his life.
SKATING.

Few amusements have ever undergone
such complete change by the develop-
ment of a special feature, as appears to be
fikely to cecur to skating by the uni-
veisal destre amony the younger  portion

- of the comimunity o indulge in the game

~of hockey.

very plainly what T have already pointed
out ihe neeessity of - namely, ereater ola-
boration in the rules governing champion- -

ship matches.  There ought to be a
proviso made for a certain degree of frost
without which a mateh could not he play-
cd. It is hardly Hockey when play is

T'his craze is not confined to
the male portion of society, it has ceven
seized upon the females, and itis not im-
poss:hle that, for a time, we may  hear of
ladies” hockey clubs.

The effect upon skating of this rage
for hockey s likely to be most jurious
from an artistic point of view unless en.

conducted in pocls of water a quarter of . ergetic means are adopted to again arouse

an inch in depth.

Aunother rule which should be constder-
ed 15, how long *“‘ume” ought to be
permitted, except in the case of personal
injury having been suffered.

‘There ought to be a limit, and that
limit a short one, to the time given a man
to rctie his beot lace, or geta new strap

interest in figure skating, and the beauti-
ful mtrcacics evolved thereby.,  Lvery
youth now devotes his whole time and

cattention to endeavouring to increase his

pace, and allb thy s warnited is o be able
to skate fast. ‘I'he old skates at one
time cultivated for the purpose of figure
skating, are discarded  for vacers - the

endeavour to be fast.

This is most untortunate, as although
hockey is undoubtedly a very fine game,
vet there  are many hundreds spoiling
their chances ¢f ever becoming gond
skaters in the vain enleavour to become
speedy ones, an accomplishmen in which
many will tail.

Skating clubs may do much to alter
this condition of affairs by a more liberal
encouragement of fancy skating, and the
introduction of prizes which will induce
their members to compete for them.,

CRICKET.

The cricketers of Toronto are to he
congratulated upon the wisdom displayed
by those ot their number who attended
the recent annual mecting of the Ontario
Cricket Associatien, and  dechned  being
inveigled into formemg themsehes into an
association to be called the Canadian
Cricket Association.

A more unwise prepositicn to submit

: to a meeting composed exclusively of rep-

resentatives of Toronto clubs can scarcely
be conecived, and docs not speak well for
the orignator of the idea, Mr. ], E. Hall,
who was chosen seerctary pro temn. to
corres;ond  with clubs  throughout  the
Dominion in order to endeavour 1o secure
therr  co-operation in the formation of
such an association.

It is well known that a good deal of
t:-cling exists in the Dominion against the
Ontario Cricket Association and that they
have by thetr independent action on more
than one ovcasion given good cause for
such fecing. It then this fecling had
been further agoravated by a meeting
compos d exclusively of  representatives
of Toronto clibs forming an association
to be casled representative of the Domin-
ion it could not hut have had a most
unfortunate influence on the interests of
the game throughout the country.

sveryone interested  in ericket must
heartily hope for the successful organiza-
tion of a truly representative association,
which will be above the suspicion of being
und r the control or influence of one par-
ticular locality.

In connection with the inaugural meet-
ing which it it is proposcd to call, it may
be pointed out that Ottawa is decidedly
a more central point to meet at than
Toronto, and, cspeciaiiy at this time of
the year, preferable in many ways,  Ot-
tawa is just as easy of access, if not
casier, than Toronto from Manitoba and
the North-West, while it is much more
readily reached from Montreal, Quebee
and the lower provinees.

As a wmatter of fact Toronto is rather
out «f the way for a Dominion gathering,
and is not casily aceessible to any but
Torontomians and those in the western
part of Ontario.

If true regard is had for the interests of
other provinces than Oatario the inang-
ural meceting of the Canadian Cricket
Association will be beld in O tawa.



