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| AM NEVER ALONE.
LINES BY LADY J——5.

} am never slone at early dawn, .
When the lark pours her gushing notes on hurh P
When thie dinmond dew-drop geins the Jawn,
And the duisy opens ler teurtul eye:
1 am never alone !—with fragrant hair, .
The spirit of the flrst sweet houris there !

1n one glad prean our songs arise—
«tThauks be to God for the earth and skics ; v
For the eatly dawn, the glittering du\s,_
" 'The heaven afsonyg, the glow of lues ;-
The life, the light, the love we share;—
Thunks for the thoughts of pruise and proyer ! m .

I am never alone ot warm noon-day,
When the breeze is drank by the scorching heat;’

When the lark Iiath hoshed her threilling lay,
And the flower shut np lier odours sweet :

1 am never alone i—for near nie lies

The spirit of wools, with deep dark eyes;

And iy heart is stilled as flower and bird,

Yor my soul that spirit of woods hath heard.

In‘low soft ninrmiurs the sounds arise—
«Thanks be to God for the certh und skies;
For the glowing noon, the cooling glade,

For the sweets of rest, the calm ofshude ;
Yor the lik, the love, the peace we share 3—
Thanks for the tliouglits of praise and prayer!”

1 am never alone at evening’s close,
Wihen the twittering birds bid earth good-night ;
When the insect hums round the laurel-rose, -
And the bat fits low in the gray twilight :
-1 um never alone l—on bendcd knee,
- 'I‘he spmt ofmuhl doth prny w:th mc

THE WiLL.
AN Ewnclms:{' STORY. -
No two persons were ever mose unlike uxch other. than were |,
old Richard Symmons and his Lrother James. Richard was the

pattern of what we are accustomed te call a  true Englishl
A ruddy ]
countenance, open as day, with locks ahinost’ entirely white,!
hanging around it like snow around a Cliistinas rose, and an:

Lieart,’? ard his looks bore out the character well.

erect, firmly-knit {rame, formed the material case iu which was

enclosed us kind and generous a spirit us ever existed. Very

‘|' At other times he would aver, in the fulncss of lis heart, to ll!a !

‘ thousand’ tunes over. and ‘over ;. thou"h he had donc nol]nnw bul

1. 1llness was a thing Rlchard had scarcely lmo“n in 'his ]lfetlme,
" .l'and the .lttacl\ 1emmded lum furclhlv of what heallh 100 - oflcll

! n posr. Whlch he lxeld i nme out. of ten of all lhl. wxll-cases wuh

: t‘xe w11| to-have i saned and \Vltnessed Lucy satby her. kmd

[

| Of course this proposal was umnu_dmlely ncceded to. On reach-

nduchess, and that she hdd rep'ud \\'lnt he h.ld done for-her a ]enﬂl pmctluonu‘. ‘
"his duty, by his poor : al:ten and he‘t’clnld ncllhor ”

But the worthy-old m'm fell 1ll—-bec.1mc sick almoat unto dentll

wg wztucss, is void, and ofno nvu:l Lucy nnd lu.l mother were

malu.; men furn'et, nnmuly, the nccessnty ‘of arranging hlS  affuits

so that things might go as he wislied. ufler liis death. “la propel ty ‘this sud error, the heaft, of the poor w:dow suulc wlthm her,
ld)’ chiefly in houses, -md e wished to ‘give his sister - & hTE-te- ashe looked at her dnuwhter, and us the rccollecnon ofthe hcu‘-m

l .
’nure of part of that propcrly, nnd to cnnautute his mcce itimate ! lnw 3 chamcter came ucross “her mmd And fol lhe ',g
hclr to ail,

uut be made, os Rlch.ud'c.brolher, who wis hcn at- lnw, would
‘otherwise be eutitled to all. Richard” }md no enmlty at his,

¢ paor miserable’’ brother, as he called the pamnnomous J.lmcsh lmown, aud’ that, if'it were l\nown Jnmos Svmmous could not be'

Lhdll he ever could, or would use.

‘ Accoldmuly to provide for] .decensed brother's wish 1o give to thuse who now had it. [‘hc
his dear Luey and her mother, was Richard’s ubject, and in! attome_y shook his hend at the latter observation of the school-
order to accowplish this, the schoolmaster’s 1afents were put m' master, and said, that secrecy, 10 say the least of it, was much
‘requisition : for the schoolmaster, as is the case with his class in! 1],‘, stronger hope of the two.”” To the preservation of silence on

almost every parish in England, wasa W‘“"“ﬂl‘c"—dt least he,'1he subjeet, he at once pledged himself, and trusted that the flaw

himself very perfect in the ealling. To attain perfection in jt,’

"Luey and her mother, all three, it must be confessed somewhut

‘R.xchard S) mmons communicated lns wishes to hiny, the school-
|master drew up'a will agree'\bly to this form." Accordmg to his*
fnend s wish, the schoolma&ter hnnself was nommated etecnlor—--v

of hel kind unclc, w'xs now ., stlll more suddencd by Lhe {i
-her mothers huving: to encounter lmrdslups in’ her decli;
years. Tha mother, zwnm, was gneved.‘nl: lhe thought: “of:thi

A

,whlch he had to do. _ : L R
Wheu the schoohmstcr came to o!d Rlchard g bed-room w:th

uncle s beu side, and, to use the benuuful lungunﬂc of Shnl\s-!
pearo

lumself observed ihe chcumstance of the smnntu rea .1t the readm
ol'thc will, and had afterwards dlscovercd lhe leﬂnl consequences

— like the watchful) minutes {o the llour,

Still and anon'cheercd up the Neavy time,

Saying, * What luck you ' and, ** Where lics your grief

Or, ** What good love may I perforn for you 29

.mulgated it, we are unable tosay.

‘in taking advantage ofit. The widaw, within a few. dn)s after

‘hoped her brotiter would yet live to wear. Neither she nor Lucy
herown discovery of the fact, rcceived a letter from an agent

huew of the commission which Richard had given to the school-

different from the hale, hearty appearance of his brother, was
thut of James Symmons, and as diflferent were bis mind and '
James was a hunx, a curmudgeon, a miser ; so, at'i
least, snid the whole villuge of 8 prmtrwcll and the village hud)
koown him long, and formed its judgment from deeds us well as
looks. Shrivelled, shrunken, squalid in aspect, James might be!
compared to a bottle of thin beer that time had soured into vine-
gar, wherens Rth'\ld lile’ more generous, hqunr, had. onlv been
mellowed and improved by age. . Jumes's pinching "pm:lmopy,
it was said, had brolken his \Vlfe.sbheart, and_had ‘driven his son,

characizr,

his only child, to the dvor—to wander overthe earth, it may be a {

homeless outcasl,

we write of, having pussed a good many years before.

softened, but, on the contrary, increased in strength as he grew

‘ . +.in the enjoyment of tolerable health.
But these latter matters were partially forgotten at the time '

As tinne;?
bad run on, the peculiarities of James Symmons had not become;

‘employ ed by her mean and cruel brothcr whieh informed her that
'Ml Symmons having learned that the will of the Iato- Richard
Symmnions wus improperly execuled, was resolved to claim 1es1|-
‘tution of his just and legul rights us heir-nt-law. The ]cttcr con—

master 3 and when it wus communicated to them, they were
moved to tears, partly of gratitude and partly ofuflectionate anxie-
'ty. ¢ Oh! dearuncle,” sohbed Lucy, ** you will be spared to .
;s yet > ¢ A little while, perbaps, Luce darling,” said the old ;
Linan calmly, ‘¢ butnot ]unw—notlonn' now. The blow has been !

let us have this matter settled, and T will be easy in mind.”” The . miser could invent for his unnatural proccednw;. :
invalid signed the will, and, under the directions of the school-’ | On receipt of this communication, the widow again wslted the

lmnstcl, Lucy and her mother.put their names to it,. .along with’ "\ttorncy alluded to, and consulted him 1espcclmg lhe probuble
Hsﬂe ofa legal attempt to oppose the claims-of Jumes, bymmons.

'l‘he attorney candidly told her that he Lelieved ail men would allow
'the intentions of the testatpr to be correctl y reprcs'emed’ by 1he.
“will, bat that these intentions most ccltamly bad not been made
‘good in such a way as to stand n contest in court. Lucy’s mo-
ther returned to her home, with the intention of giving all up to
‘the greedy claimant, as svon as the few moveables which ‘were

his own, as witnesses. _

After the completion of this deed, Richard lived several weeks |
But a second attack, of the
same nature as the first, terminated his days. 'The schnolnmsler
as executor, spared Lucy and her mother the paiaful task of di-
frecting the funeral ceremonies. For the first time for many years,

older. Thongh he fnd amassed considerable property, he lived
in the meanestand west wretched way, keeping house, or mther'
hove!l, alone, and denying himseil even the neccessaries of life. f
Most unlike this wus Richard’s way of living, Iie had been in
business, had earned lor himself a comfortable competency, and
he enjoyed it in comfort.
he was not, therefore, without a family ; for he had tuken to his.
home and leart a widowed sister,.who had heen suddenly thrown’

i
i

“as if unconsciously, through the show of gravity which he waore,

Yictiard had never been married, but’
1

James Symmons entered his brother’s house, on the oceasion of
\the. burial, Ile had become more squalid and hagzard than ever,
znd though evidently verging rapidly 1o the grave, still grasped at
.wenlth with as keen a hand as ever.  Some thought they observ-
ed on his countenance gleams of wild eagerness breaking at times, !

‘her own could be talien nway, and some arrangements made for
;nrovxdnm hersell and her ehild with another honie.  This resoln-
tion once taken, and notified to James Qymmona Ler mind hecnme
" inore easy, and the cheerful L Y, soon lightened her mother’s
heml still more, by dcmxlmw- hér hlt e plans for their “mutual
‘sustenance and cowmfort in futur« :

A few days passed over, and-the Viiidow and her davghter were-
scated in a humble dwelling ina 4 Tetited corner ofSpnnfrweH and

Lucy hud taken in needle-work? Thev had removed in the morn~

Il

as he followed his brother to the tomb. Certain it is, (hat his dis-
appointment was obvious to every one present when the will of |
the decensed was read, though all the village anticipated the desti-
nation of the property. The countenance of the miser fell wien.

‘special crony the schoolmaster, as they sat with a” mig of ale nnd ing the autorney’s chambers, the spccml will ol'Rlchard Symmons, '
‘the backgammon board before them, that his * Luce was fit to be | dl.n\'n up and swned us uircudy menlmned, W'IS shown to' the
He liad not looked ; nt ita few mmutes ‘whea;,
hu dlacovcrcd it to be totully nseless find mvuhd ' By the eslnb—» U
'lished law of E ngland, every de\'lse, m such o \\‘l" L6, an ailes{ .

. wo}r._.‘_
“Without a will, this d:sposmon of the ploperly could muster, who was renlly a wmfhy, kind: “bearied. m:m lns self-uq-“
[cusutmns _wero “hitter’ c\cecdmrrl)-_ But he’ tried’ to° re-ussure.;:'-_-
himself and his friends wuh the hoper that the flaw’ would never bie *

‘or whether some_other person h'm detected the error, and . pro-! :
But the flaw did come to the
Lknowledge of Junes Symmons, and the cold- hcmted miser, -re~

I
Her mother also was in the room, engaged in knitting what she gardless of his brother’s undeniuble wishes, lost rot a moment

‘eluded with a base Inntlh.n; the will had been oxlorled flom R,_ux- _

" E
'wiven, and the first high wind will brln«down the trec. But come, - !ard by improper influence. “I'his was the only COIOIJI whlch the

ter had a daughter, who beczme the apple of old Richard’s eye.; he heard the deed gone over, his linees shook, and he glared with

She had come to his carea child, and cach succeeding year, asl'his dark cunning cyes on the innocent inberitors, as if they had .

she shot up into eomely womanhoad, had bound her more firmly, robbed. him of his treasure. e had so much self-restraint as’

to the gond man’s love. As she tripped up and down his dwell-! not to break out into abuse, but he would partake of nothing with
ing, his affectionnate eye followed her light and graceful motion the other friends of the family, and left the house with a drooping
with delight, and it was his chiefest pleasure to select for her, head, and with mutterings upon his lips. His character and.
with bis own hands all those litle adornments which he thought’ pecuhanues were 109, well known to his widowed sister and his,
would become and gratify her. Then would he say, as her pret- mece for them to fegl surprise at his behaviour. .

ty rosy hps thanked hita with a kiss on sach occasions, *¢ Ab, ||

Thou look’st so handsume new with that bonnet and those ub-- that it would be necessau'y to prove the will in the Prerogative;

_ bons, that all the young sparks must full in love withthee. Apd, Coart, and proposed. that'she and Lucy should go’ with him o n' ‘but of late days he has seemed excited, ‘h°“€h

what would thy poor oid uncle Dick do without thee, girl " friend of his, an attomey,"m order to get the matter compleled

| About a week al'ter the funerul thae schoolmaster, in }is capa- !
Luce ! I am just giving thee a staff to break my own head.' 10“5' of exceutor, - wmted on Lucy’s mother, and. informed her.lulso a part.of his creed. Has he 1o remorze lqnl;urnm

‘ing from the late Richard’s house. But let us leave them, cheer-

ful and resigned, and turn to the misel This day he has added -

placcd in this pOamon thruurrh llm consummute xrrnmunce ‘of thu \
 person who had undmtuken to-be thelr gulde m the ll]dltﬁ!‘:;
lthn the nltorney wnlh a «rru\'e ﬁlce and . kmdly ionq, |utlmutcd R

Lo
e

sa

buthc knew that the latter had much more wealth of his own,“qo cruel and unjust a3 to take away “what undenmbiy wns hls

‘had acted in that capacity frequently, and the honest man lhourrht 'might not be heard of. The schoolmaater then depnrted w1th -

.mdeed sfler this fushion ofgmnu- to work, was no very diffiealt’ ldeplessed in spirits by the une.\pccted mlelhvcnco \‘-hlch lmd; L
lnﬂ.“.er- Ile had one fﬂrm fur tl” Cdscs ’ :ll]d, ﬂccordll]"ly, “’hen 'ch“ con\eyed to. lhc"]. ]Jucy 'y houtt’ alrendy Eﬂd rcr thﬁ los pt

‘anotker half, at least, to his wealth, and still he-is ‘jn’ his od

‘wrelched hovel.
“fire, but ho lies in bed with his clothes. ons.and all the. ragsin. his
po'sessmn hoaped above him to kecp Iu ,»warm. Yot this night:
ull will not do, for he shivers incessantly. .. E\br and .mon,.(hqw-'
ever, the thought of his newiy acquired waalth;
like a glow throagh him, Lying in bed snvesr‘q‘n‘qales;, 1b|s,

‘aud her ehild to the door ? Itishardto sy wlmt

iark

wnth joy lhan with- any olher feelmg Bu

Though the night is one of wmxer, he hgs mo -

aenda somethmg




